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SPANISH WELLS, Eleuthera – Despite being 
battered for 30 hours by Frances’ 120 mph 
winds as well as having its eye-wall 
hovering over it, Spanish Wells came 
through with flying colors over the 
weekend.  
“We have no marine damage to the $30 million 
in fishing vessels in our harbour,” Chief 
Councilor Abner Pinder proudly boasted as 
Deputy Prime Minister Cynthia “Mother” Pratt, 
North Eleuthera MP Alvin Smith and Youth and 
Spo0rts Minister Neville Wisdom stepped off 
the government ferry at Spanish Wells dock on 
Monday. “We have a couple of shingles, one 
roof and some flying debris damage, but 
nothing much,” he said of the small closely knit, 
fishing community. 
“How do I explain this? Teamwork,” he smiled. 
“Hurricane Andrew caught us with our pants 
down. Never again! This time two days before 
the storm the island was in lock-down. 
Everybody was prepared. We had trimmed all 
the big trees, all debris secured, all boats 
anchored with nine lines and all the tree 
trimmings taken to the dump.” 
“It killed me to have to cut all the big branches 
off my 24 year old ficus tree. But I saved its life. 
It’s right there and will grow back by 
Christmas,” he said. 
“Spanish Wells was the best prepared that it 

has ever been for any hurricane,” he said. 
“What also saved us was that when the eye 
went over the island, the wind came from the 
southeast taking the water out under the 
bridge.  
“Moreover the storm arrived at low tide and 
although the tide die rise to about two feet 
above the dock, when the eye came over and 
the wind changed, it simply took it with it.” 
“Russell Island also came out fairly good, with 
just some shingles off the roofs,” said Mr. 
Pinder. 
Mr. Raymond Pinder, brother of Mr. Marvin 
Pinder of Nassau, was the only Russell Island 
resident to lose his roof. “Everything inside his 
home was damaged by water,” said Mr. Pinder. 
“This storm was no Andrew… the wind was 120 
ph not 180 like Andrew. It’s wonderful to see no 
damage to the boats,” remarked Deputy Prime 
Minister Pratt. “What you expected to see you 
didn’t see, and they prepared for the worst. And 
it really brought the people together helping 
each other… it’s just fantastic.  
“God has been so good… we talk about 
millions of dollars in value, in terms of boats, 
yachts and what have you, and they didn’t have 
a scratch…it’s a miracle from God!” she 
exclaimed. 
 
Spanish Wells also seems to have a 
secret weapon. Most of the houses in 
the settlement that had coated its 
shingles with two coats of a special 
roofing compound  –  Acry-Tech -  lost 
no shingles from the more than 30 
hours of buffeting by fierce hurricane 

winds. 
“Not One!” boasted Mr. Pinder as he 
pointed to the white rubber compound that 
had been painted on the shingles of every 
roof. “I tried to get the government to do the 
same for the school and government 
buildings and they said it wasn’t in the 
budget. Now look at how many shingles and 
tar paper they have lost!” said Mr. Pinder.  
 
However, having said that none of the 50 to 70 
houses in the settlement that had used the 
special compound suffered roof damage, it was 
later discovered that two of them had lost some 
of their shingles. “We are still trying to figure out 
why,” Mr. Pinder said by telephone yesterday. 
“We believe that when the compound was 
applied to the shingles, the plywood had 
already been weakened from hurricanes Floyd 
and Andrew.” 
However, the roofs of all government buildings 
were badly damaged – the Spanish Wells All-
Age School, the teacher’s residence and 
government’s administration building. 
 
 “We are still cleaning up,” said Mr. Pinder. 
“Our problem right now is that there are no 
shingles and no tar paper to repair the roofs 
of the houses that were damaged. That’s 
our worry with Ivan coming our way – many 
of the homes are still open to the elements.” 
Seventy per cent of the damage at Spanish 
Wells was caused by water that got into 
homes that had roof damage. 

STILL STANDING— 
This small home, built 
in 1835, was unscathed 
by Hurricane Frances/ 
Its good fortune was 
attributed to its roof  
having been painted 
with a special 
Hurricane Proof  Roof  
Coating system by 
Acry-Tech. Most of  the 
damage in Spanish 
Wells was caused by 
water when uncoated 
roof  shingles were 
blown off.  
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