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Boys of the Bible PATTERN SERIES 

Block 41: Artaxerxes 
Pattern for one 8”x12” finished block.  All seams are 1/4”.  
Pressing directions are indicated. 
 
 

 

 

 

“ ...let it be done in full for the house 
of the God of heaven…” Ezra 7:23 

After 70 years of Babylonian exile, the 
Jews were freed when Persia conquered the Babylonians.  Some return to their native land, but many continued 
to live and work in Babylonia, afraid that they had nothing to return to. 

King  Artaxerxes was considered a kind and loving king (even though it is reported that he killed his brother Dari-
us to seize the throne).  It is rumored that the crown Prince Darius had ordered the assassination of his father, 
King Xerxes.  Regardless of his controversial rise to power, King Artaxerxes  and his wife, Stateira, were quite 
popular with the people.  They were kind and just rulers and did not force their religion on the Babylonians or 
Jews.   King Artaxerxes was also called Longimanus because his right hand was longer than his left hand.  Arta-
xerxes recognized the efficiency of the governmental system that his brother and father had put in place.  He 
made very few changes when he rose to power.  The system of government remained the same, and trade  and 
monetary tribute continued to flow throughout the Persian empire.   

Artaxerxes was interested in the gods of the nations that Persia had conquered, and the Jewish god was no 
exception.  From the prophets, Ezra and Nehemiah, Artaxerxes learned much about the god of the Jews.  And 
while he did not openly worship God, Artaxerxes acknowledged that God existed and was worthy of continued 
worship by the Jews.  He commissioned Ezra to take charge of the civic and religious affairs of the Jews.   He 
encouraged the Jews to return to Judah and gave them food and coin for their journey.  He even assisted them 
(money and supplies) with rebuilding Solomon’s temple and the city walls of Jerusalem.  Read Artaxerxes full 
decree in Ezra 7:12-26. 

Why would Artaxerxes do this for the Jews?  Besides being a kind ruler, Artaxerxes understood the value of lim-
iting government influence in religious matters.  He knew that Jews should be given every opportunity to return 
to their homeland and their faith.  Happy citizens will work with the government, rather than against it.  Addi-
tionally, Artaxerxes likely was heavily influenced by his step-mother, King Xerxes widow, Esther.  Artaxerxes ac-
tions are evidence that when we live our faith daily, we never know how we might influence the non-
believers around us. 
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Fabric Requirements & Cutting instructions 

Fabric 1 
Shown  Gray 

Fat 1/16th or scrap 
(4) 2-7/8” squares, cut once diagonally 

Fabric 2a 
Shown 

Dk Brown 

Fat 1/16th or scrap 
(2) 2-1/2”x8-1/2” rectangles 

Fabric 3 
Shown Black 

Fat 1/16th or scrap 
(4) 2-7/8” squares, cut once diagonally 

Contrast 
Turquoise 

Fat 1/16th or scrap 
(1) 2-7/8” square, cut once diagonally 

Fabric 2b 
Shown 

Lt Brown 

Fat 1/16th or scrap 
(1) 5-3/16” square, cut twice diagonally 
(3) 2-7/8” squares, cut once diagonally 

Ezra 7:23 

Artaxerxes 
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Boys of the Bible PATTERN SERIES 

 Block 41: Artaxerxes 
Pattern for one 8”x12” finished block.  All seams are 1/4”.  
Pressing directions are indicated. 
 

 
 

 

Instructions 

1. Construct the half-square units using Fabric 1, Fabric 2b, Fab-
ric 3 and Contrast triangles.  Press seams open.  The unfinished 
units should measure 2-1/2” square.  Make (4) Fabric 1/Fabric 2b 
units, (2) Fabric 2b/Fabric 3 units, and (2) Fabric3/Contrast 
units. 
 
2. Construct the flying geese 

units by stitching a Fabric 3 triangle to the left side of a Fabric 2b triangle and a Fabric 1 tri-
angle to the right side, as shown.  The points of the Fabric 3 & Fabric 1 triangles will slightly 
overlap the Fabric 2b triangle (approx. 3/8”).  Press to the outside.  Trim dog ears.  The unfin-
ished unit should measure 2-1/2”x4-1/2”.  Make (4) units.   
 

3. Stitch the top and bottom rows together as shown using 
units from Steps 1 and 2.  Press seams open.  The unfinished 
unit should measure 2-1/2”x8-1/2”. Make (2) rows. 
 

4. Stitch the center rows together as shown using units from 
Steps 1 and 2.  Press seams open.  The unfinished unit should 
measure 2-1/2”x8-1/2”. Make (2) rows. 
 

5. Stitch the rows together to complete the block.  The unfinished block center should measure 
8-1/2” square. 
 

6. Setting Tabs:  Stitch 2-1/2”x8-1/2”  rectangles to the top and 
bottom of the unit.  Press toward the rectangles.  The unfinished block 
should measure 8-1/2”x12-1/2”. 
 
Optional:  Embroider the block name and Bible verse on the setting tabs.    

Stitchin’ Tree Quilts — 712.647.3161 — stitchintree.com — © 2017 Stitchin’ Tree LLC Woodbine, IA  
Please contact us if you find an error in this pattern or have difficulty following these instructions.  —Limited reproduction rights may be granted in accordance with contract terms. 

Fabric 2a 

Artaxerxes 

Fabric 1 

Ezra 7:23 

Fabric 2b Fabric 3 
Make 2 Make 2 Make 4 
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Boys of the Bible PATTERN SERIES 

 Block 41: Artaxerxes 
 
I chose Mosaic to represent Artaxerxes because of his fascination 
and respect for the Mosaic laws. Because of Artaxerxes support 
and intervention, the Jews were able to return to Jerusalem, re-
store Solomon’s temple and reaffirm their faith in God. 
 
The space below is provided for your personal reflection. 
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