
This is the most difficult email I’ve ever had to write.  After 14 wonderful years as the owner of Fabrics Etc. 2, 

I have been forced to make the decision to close the store.  

 

I can almost hear the gasps of disbelief from all of you while you are reading this.  OMG!... 

What??  Why??  When?? 

 

Well, I’m going to be completely honest with you.  There are several reasons I have made the decision to 

close at this time.  The first is financial…and no, we are not in financial trouble.  As the owner of a small 

business in an extremely difficult retail climate, I am very proud to say that FE2 has always been financially 

solvent.  The financial aspect comes into the picture with the end of my lease, (in February 2017).  The 

landlord has raised my rent substantially. It is a hefty increase that takes effect upon renewal, with additional 

increases every year for the remainder of the 7 year lease contract.  This makes it cost prohibitive to 

renew.  And to start over again in another new space at my age, is not a viable option. 

 

Secondly, the quilting world has changed a lot in the last 14 years.  In 2002, online shopping was not popular. 

Most of us were just starting to really learn the computer and get our own email addresses!  Amazon and 

Ebay were in baby stages, and the words online shopping and e-commerce were not in our everyday 

vocabulary.  YouTube, Pinterest, Instagram and Craftsy with free tutorials, were not an option.  Pre-cuts were 

almost unheard of, and Missouri Star Quilts did not exist.  Now, I’m not saying these are bad things, but they 

certainly have changed the nature of independent quilt retailers.  I often wish we could go back to the “good 

old days” when classes were always full & customers would come into the shop, purchase all their supplies 

from us, and take a class to learn how to piece and bind a quilt, learn how to applique, or learn machine 

embroidery techniques. 

I unequivocally believe that FE2 has always had the best, most knowledgeable and friendliest staff around, 

and that’s not something you’ll find on the Internet.  I am thankful everyday to have such a talented, and 

devoted group to work with. These women are awesome, and we all know how helpful & patient they are! 

 

I really want all of you to know how much it has meant to me to have had the opportunity to be your teacher 

& mentor.  And I’d like to thank you for your support and friendship over the years.  Making this decision is 

one of the hardest things I’ve ever had to do, but I know it is the right decision for me at this stage in my life. 

 

They say that all good things must come to an end, so while you are getting over the shock of this 

announcement, please know how much it saddens me to tell you that Fabrics Etc. will no longer be around to 

serve you.   

 

I am a firm believer that everything happens for a reason. Over the last few weeks I have come to realize that 

the timing is right for me and my family, and it’s time to relax and enjoy the next chapter. 

 

Thank you for being such an important part of my life for the past 14 years! 

 

Mary 


