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Our Mission is to Promote, to Teach, to Encourage the Love of ALL Types of Applique in Quilting 

September/October 2017— Volume20 -  Number 6 

 

The 2017 TAS Giveaway Quilt 

Happy 20th Birthday to The Applique Society! This year’s quilt commemorates these years; each star tells of 

an annual meeting. As you can see, the venues are spread out all over the country.  

Every year, a member’s name is drawn and the quilt is awarded. I think this year’s recipient will be extra ex-
cited over their win, don’t you?  The drawing will take place after the September board meeting on Septem-

ber 14th. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Do you have an item for the newsletter? 
Please contact  the editor at: 

newsletter@the appliquésociety.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Entire contents of this Newsletter Copyright  
2017 by The Appliqué Society All Rights Re-
served.  No part of this newsletter may be repro-
duced in any way without the written permission 

Do You Have a Pattern You Would Like to Share 

With Your Fellow TAS Members? 

 

If you have an original pattern that you have designed 

and would like to see it published in the TAS newslet-

ter, please contact the newsletter editor at newslet-

ter@theappliquésociety.org, for more details.  

Your donations are so very much appreciated! 

 

THE RESOURCE FILE 

The resource file contains contact information for suppliers of items that appear in the newsletter. 
  

 AQS (American Quilter’s Society)    Landauer Publishing 

 P.O. Box 3290, Paducah, KY 42002-3290   3100 NW 101st Street, Suite A   Urbandale, IA 50322 

 Phone 1-800-626-5420     Phone 1-800-557-2144 

 Fax: 270-898-8890  Email:  order@AQSquilt.com  Web:  http://www.landauercorp.com 

 Website:  http://www.AQSquilt.com 

 

 C&T Publishing Inc.     Martingale  (That Patchwork Place) 

 1651 Challenge Drive, Concord , CA 94520-5206  19021 120th Ave NE, Suite 102 Bothell, WA 98011 

 Phone: 1-800-284-1114   Int’l: 1-925-677-0377  Phone: 1-800-426-3126    Int’l:  1-425-483-3313 

 Fax:  925-677-0373   E-mail:  ctinfo@ctpub.com  Web:  http://www.shopmartingale.com 

 Web:  http://www.ctpub.com 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
mailto:newsletter@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:newsletter@theappliquésociety.org
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From the President—Sherri Fields 

Happy Almost Fall… 

I had a kind of unusual experience happen in August.  My local quilt guild, The 
High Point Quilt Guild, had its bi-annual quilt and vendor show.  We’re a small 
guild, a fairly new kid on the block, with our roots only going back to 2012.  There’s 
a reception for guild members the evening of the judging.  We know who got ribbons 
(and who didn’t) and there is no end to the discussion about who won. 

This year, the best handwork and the first place for small wall hangings went to a 34-year old young 
woman.  Thirty-four.  That age is significant because the age of the average quilter is 52.  Sarah is assistant 
dean of students at Wake Forest University.  She’s a terribly busy person, but has found that hand piecing and 
hand quilting slows her down, quiets her mind, and de-stresses her at a point in her life when her job is very, 
very stressful. 

Sarah’s age and the fact that she does everything by hand is what strikes me as just a tad different.  I’ve 
known for years that hand applique soothes my soul and calms my mind.  It’s so nice to know that someone 
nearly 20 years my junior feels the same.   

We need to reach out and cultivate friendships and mentorship programs with these young quilters.  Quilt-
ing, like any other art form, is just one generation away from disappearing.  The TAS Board also realizes this 
and in the near future you will see additional changes to our web page, and modern patterns will be offered in 
addition  to  the more traditional ones.  In doing this, we hope to attract the next group of avid appliquérs as 
well as maintain our longstanding relationship with the present one. 

As always, I and the board want to hear from our members.  Please contact us with any suggestions, con-
cerns, or ideas.  The board meets the second Thursday of every month and I can assure you that we do discuss 
issues that members bring to us.  Each one of you is what makes The Applique Society what it is – a wonder-
ful group of appliquérs and quilters bound together by passion and thread. 

Love and Stitches, 

Sherri 

The Appliqué Society 20th Anniversary  

As most of you know, 2017 is the 20th Anniversary of the Applique Society.  We would like to include 
you in the celebration.  As we are a worldwide society, having a physical quilt show would be very difficult 
so we came up with the idea of a virtual show.  We would like you to help commemorate the 20 years my 
sending a picture of a quilt that you made with your name and a short caption about the quilt to newslet-
ter@theappliquesociety.org by October 1, 2017.  What would be really interesting is a picture of a quilt you 
made 20 years ago and one you have made recently.  Let’s share our accomplishments over the past 20 years.  

Also, in 2018 we will be including an article featuring a randomly drawn TAS member.  For each edition, 
we will randomly choose a member and ask that they send in a picture of a quilt, together with their history as 
a quilt maker and a story about the quilt.  We hope that having the members share their talent will inspire oth-
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Member Showcase 

Three Generation Sunbonnet Sue—submitted by Dee Pitthan 

My grandmother, Engel Nolte Schweer, was born in 1867.  Sometime in the 1930’s she began cutting out 
the pieces, dress, bonnet, arm and feet, from scraps of the fabrics her daughters used to sew dresses for the 
granddaughters.  She then began to arrange the pieces on squares of muslin, embroidered flowers on the bon-
nets and outlined each piece.  This was the beginning of a Sun Bonnet Sue quilt.  When she died in 1941, my 
mother Amanda Schweer Hiem, born in 1901, inherited the project and continued the process. 

When she died in 1990, I, Marguerite Heim-Carlson, born 1923, inherited the finished quilt blocks along 
with all the pieces my grandmother had cut out.  I found muslin fabric to match the original, cut the squares, 
appliqued the pieces, embroidered the hats and outlined all the pieces of Sun Bonnet Sue.  Project  finished! 

The quilt was assembled by a friend Carol Swenson, and quilted by Dee Pitthan and entered in the Sinnis-
sippi Quilters Quilt Show in May of 2017 

“Finally at Piece with my Past” 

Made by Sherri Fields 

I named this quilt "Finally at Piece with my Past," 
and it's based on the pattern At Piece with Time by Kris-
tin Steiner and Diane Frankenberger.  

The fabrics are primarily Henry Glass designs. Each 
block represents a particular "title" I've lived with - 
daughter, sister, sister-in-law, niece, granddaughter, 
friend, wife, mother, educator, mother-in-law, Mimi, 
and finally CFO.  

I journaled each block of the quilts, along with the 
thoughts I had about that time period in my life. 

When the time is appropriate, this quilt and the jour-
nal will go to my oldest granddaughter, Evangeline Au-
tumn Elkes . 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Postcard to Placemat Challenge II 

Postcard to Placemat Challenge II plans are underway. Susan Hansma of Grand Rapids, Michigan, the 
2017 Challenge winner has chosen the postcard for the second challenge. Open to all TAS members, the 
placemat size entries must be predominately applique; hand, machine, wool, fusible or dimensional. Embel-
lishment should be appropriate to the design. You may reproduce the postcard, recreate the theme of the post-
card or create a design featuring the color theme of the postcard. Finished placemats must be 14” by 18” and 
consist of top, batting and backing, with enough hand or machine quilting to secure layers, and an appropriate 
edge finish. Quilted placemats must include a label with maker’s name and membership number. 

Finished quilts will travel to quilt shows for display throughout 2018/2019, representing TAS and promot-
ing the art of applique. We anticipate this second challenge will garner interest from more publications and 
shows, and more donated prizes. Voting will be done by People’s Choice, by the membership online from dig-
ital photographs. Our dream for this challenge is enough entries to warrant more than one prize; even to the 
extent there are enough placemats to have several trunk shows traveling. 

Watch the TAS website for the 2018/2019 Challenge registration information, register to receive the Chal-
lenge Postcard and start your entry. The deep rich coloring and sparkle accents of the selected postcard are 
sure to activate the creative juices of TAS members. We are looking forward to all your inspired entries. 

2017/2018 Postcard to Placemat Challenge quilts have traveled to several shows over the spring and sum-
mer and are scheduled for As The Needle Turns, Quilt Guild, Conroe, TX quilt show, September 15th and 16th, 
and the Washington State Quilters Guild, Spokane, WA quilt show, October 20th-22nd. If you would like to 
reserve the five piece collection for your show, contact Laura Estes at pandl@odessaoffice.com. This collec-
tion will be available through April of 2018. 

Susans’ winning 2016/2017 challenge quilt. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
mailto:pandl@odessaoffice.com
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Chapter News 

Is your chapter doing something special with appliqué—demonstrations in the community, information booth 

at a local quilt show or do you know of an appliqué event or quilt show in your area that would be of interest 

to other TAS members ?  If so, please send them to newsletter@theappliquesociety.org. and it will be in-

cluded in a future newsletter.  Please send information on the appliqué events and quilts at least 6 months in 

advance of the event date to ensure timely inclusion in the newsletter. 

Save the date for these inspiring events: 

2017 

 November 2-5  Quilt Festival Houston, https://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival-houston.html 

2018 

 February 6-10  The Kathy Dunigan Academy of Applique,  

    http://www.kathyduniganappliqueacademy.com/ 

 February 25– March 3 Academy of Appliqué, http://www.academyofapplique.com/ 

 

Organizing Your Fabric Palette 

by Katie Sperry McMullen 

Just like any artist, quilters have a palette to work with. Instead of paint, our medium is fabric. I like to 
organize my fabric palette by color in removable drawers labeled with the color that is in that drawer so I can 
find what I need. I put the drawer under an Ott-Lite to select the exact color I’m looking for.   

When I start a project, I select my fabric and put it in a project basket or box. I will not touch that fabric 
for another project until I am done with that quilt. Then, I put the leftover fabric back into the correct color 
drawer to be selected for another project. Right now, I’m working on “Ladies Of the Sea” by Sue Garman. I 
have a notebook for that project, the fabric in a drawer, and a box with the name of the project clearly labeled.   

I collect fabric to use as backgrounds for appliqué, so I have all of those in a drawer labeled 
“backgrounds.” Another drawer has wide fabric to use as backings for future quilts. 

We all have different interests. I have a drawer with Broderie Perse fabrics and one with reproduction fab-
rics. Batiks, silk, wool and hand-dyes all have their own drawer. Organize according to your interests. If you 
find that you have a lot of Kaffe Fassett fabric, for example, keep them together and label the box or drawer 
for ease in locating it when you want it.  

Just like everything else, sometimes it’s just time to clear out.  When my boxes and drawers are overflow-
ing, I dump them out on the floor and go through them. I give the fabric I won’t be using to my guild’s charity 
quilts group or put it on the “free table” at our guild meeting. Clearing out makes way for the new!  

When I start a new project, I’m always so excited to just get started. Being organized helps me get on my 
way.  

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Tips and Techniques 
Do you have a favorite tip or technique to share with your fellow TAS members?  If so, please send them to 

newsletter@theappliquesociety.org. and it will be included in a future newsletter. 

From the March/April 1998 volume 1, number 4 issue of the newsletter: 

How to choose color for an appliqué project 

 What is the design style of the piece? 

 Begin with the background color—add some color to the background for a richer look that appli-

quéing on a white or muslin background. 

 Use a multicolored theme or focus fabric for inspiration—pick at least 4 fabrics which match the 

colors in the theme fabric—one lighter, one darker, one fuller, one brighter. 

 Assemble stacks of fabrics  for the project—don’t worry about where each piece might go, just 

group colors that look good together and with the background fabric. 

 Add more color to your work—don’t just use one green for the grass, use a multitude of greens. 

 Every color choice is based on what is already being used on the block. 

 Try to use some of each fabric in every block. Or use a unifying fabric which might be repeated 

throughout the quilt  as stems, containers, bows or sashes. 

 Color defines shape—avoid fabrics of the same value if you want to define the shapes more clear-

ly. 

 Color combinations don’t just happen, you have to be willing to work with them. 

 Changes in value and scale of print can add variety without the need to bring in other colors. 

 Color selections take tame, they don’t just happen, but trust what you like. 

 If the color isn’t working, no about of time pondering will make it better. 

How to test for colorfastness? Pre-wash or not to pre-wash?  That is the question. 

 Don’t pre-wash but use the “press technique” to heat set the dye with an iron. 

 If the fabric bleeds when sprayed with starch, discard it. 

 Pres-wash fabric as it is purchased to it will be ready when you want to start a project. 

 Wash in hot water and detergent, quilt soap, Orvus, etc. 

 If the water is clear, the fabric is ready for use. 

 Another test is to sew a light and dark piece of fabric together before soaking.  While the color 

may not “bleed” into the water, it may transfer from one fabric to another. 

 If there is any color in the water, keep washing/rinsing until no color remains in the water. 

 If the fabric is not colorfast, do not use it as it is not worth the worry. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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New Releases from Martingale 

The deep, rich colors of the primitive look meet cute sewing-
themed motifs in this collection of fun-to-stitch projects for 
wool lovers. Decorate your sewing space with more than 18 
designs, including pincushions, needle holders, mini-quilts, a 
table mat, and more. The chunky applique shapes and easy 
wool stitcheries by Debbie Busby of Wooden Spool Designs 
are perfect for on-the-go handwork and quick, relaxing pro-
jects to give as gifts. 

Quilter and interior-design expert Brigitte Heitland shows you 
how to use the unique colors and decor elements in your favor-
ite rooms to inspire quilts that will be right at home. 

 You don't have to be an interior designer to make a modern 
quilt that's the highlight of your living space--Brigitte explains 
it all 

 Get instant inspiration with 12 patterns ranging from sim-
ple piecing to clever appliqué and patchwork projects 

 Packed with photos of styled rooms with easy-to-
understand color palettes for foolproof fabric selection 

Whip up a quilt today for a baby shower, birthday, holiday, or 
just to bring a smile to Baby's face! These 13 fabulously fast 
and delightfully simple quilts for little ones are bright, adorable, 
and super easy to make. Share the love with cuddly traditional 
and modern patterns by today's top quilt designers  

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Membership Application 

 
Name:            _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:         _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:               _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
State/Prov:     ____________________ Zip/Postal Code:_______________9 number USA zip code required 

 
Country:         _____________________________________ 
 
Telephone:      ____________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________ 
 
Chapter:          _____________________________________________________________________\ 
                         If you belong to a Chapter, please include the Chapter name 
 
 
New Member: _______________                                    Renewal: ____________________ 
 
Membership Number___________________________ 

 
How did you hear about us: ______________________ 
 
 
Are you interested in being on the Board of Directors? Yes __ No __ 
 

Please visit our website for more information and products for sale at:    theappliquésociety.org 
 
 
 
Leave Blank for Office Use Mail to: 
N _______ R _______ # _______ The Appliqué Society 
Int ______ Canada _____________ P.O. Box 89 
Date ____________ NL __________ Sequim, WA 98382-0089 

 

Mail to: 
 
The Appliqué Society 
P.O. Box 89  
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 

 
 Membership: 
 
  All members                 One Year $25 US funds           ____            Two Year $50 US funds ____ 

 
  Payment:                     Please make checks payable to The Appliqué Society in US funds only                       
 
  If you wish to pay by credit card, please log onto the website and use the PayPal option (you do not  

                                          need an account, just any credit/debit card number 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Contacting The Appliqué Society 

General Information Sherri Fields president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane membership@theappliquesociety.org 

Web Master Connie Anderson webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor Jeannie Hunt newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

Board Officers  

President Sherri Fields 

Vice President Eileen Keane 

Secretary Arlene Beck 

Treasurer Janet Lenfant 

Directors  

Terri Allender Coleen O’Kane 

Connie Anderson Dee Pitthan 

Entire contents of the TAS newsletter Copyright © 2016 by the Appliqué  Society TM .  All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in any way without the written permission of The Appliqué  Society TM . 

TAS Mailing Address: 
The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 89 
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 
 
Www.theappliquesociety.org 
 

TAS Business Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00AM—5:00PM Pacific Time 
 
Please be aware that we do not have a physical office 
for TAS.  All TAS business is conducted in volunteer 
member homes.  This makes TAS unique and enables us 
to serve you more personally.  We appreciate your ser-
vice and support.  TAS could not be the amazing organ-
ization it is without member volunteers! 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/608303619190226/ - which is open to TAS members only 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/205292649964358/ - Applique Open Form, which is open to the public 
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