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FRAN’S FOOTNOTES CONTENTS
20 years ago July 1, I opened for business inside the Joann’s store. Three 
years later we moved to our Oleander location. Three years after that, we 
added our second unit. Now we have three units, two amazing brands of 
sewing machines, and we like to think the best selection of quilt fabric in 
Wilmington! We are ready to celebrate our accomplishments and are beginning 
to make plans for that the end of September. If you want to get the specifics of 
that, please make sure we have your current email and if you are on Facebook, 
“like” us on Facebook. 

It is the heat of the summer as I write this. It is hot outside, but cool in my 
sewing room this morning. Now is the time to begin working on those holiday 
projects, and we have the materials to help you with that. Our Christmas fabric 
is here and is selling, so come on in and see what amazing things you can 
create! 

If you have not checked out our new website, please do and let us know 
what you think and what improvements you would like to see. It is a work 
in progress. Many of you have met Rachel, she is our website manager and 
would love your feedback. You can now register for classes online. Payment 
says through Paypal, but once you get started, you will see you can use any 
credit card if you do not have a Paypal account. Also on line are our current 
fabrics. These are just our new fabrics, we have many more in stock but are 
adding all new fabrics as they come in. As the list grows, we hope to find ways 
to organize them for you. One input you can give us is how you would like 
them organized.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Happy sewing! Fran
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Used Machines for Sale!
We are overrun by traded in machines and this can be your gain!  
If you are looking for a good machine that has some embroidery  
(all at least 6 x10 embroidery) at a bargain, check out these.  
Priced as is and well below market value  (and make us an offer):

Bernina 730  with software . . . $2000

Husqvarna Viking Topaz 30  
( 8”x14” embroidery) . . . . . . . $1000

Bernina Artista 180  . . . . . . . . . $500

Elna Xquisit  with software . . . . $800

TOP 10 REASONS TO 
SHOP AT  

Fran’s Sewing Circle:
#1 Service
#2 Knowledgeable staff and we’re friendly 

too!
#3 Fantastic fabric specifically chosen  

for you.
#4 Great classes!
#5 Support.
#6 Kids Classes.
#7 Best button collection in town!
#8 Wide range of quality sewing and  

quilting notions.
#9 A large range of machines to fulfill 

your machine embroidery, quilting and 
creative dreams.

#10 Local...When you buy local 68% of your 
money spent stays local, if you buy from 
a chain 48% stays local. If you buy on 
line 0% supports your local community.
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PONCHO/TOP
$ $  $25  Instructor: Jean Werling

Made out of lightweight fabric, this top is 
perfect for our fall weather when a coat is 
too much, but sometimes you just need a 
little more coverage. Pattern and material 
required. 

Tuesday, September 20.  10 am – 2 pm

SEWINGCRAFTS AND CLOTHING
Please precut fabric for garments prior to class. If you need help with sizing and/or layout then schedule a 
time with us or come during our sewing studio

BASIC SEWING 101 (Mini Session)
$ $55 Instructor: Fran Kertesz

This 3 week class begins with machine and 
sewing basics. There will be a choice to 
make a pair of PJ bottoms, an apron or a 
tote bag. You will learn to read a pattern, 
select fabric and other basic sewing 
and finishing techniques that build the 
foundation needed to create any project. 
Project supplies will be chosen in the first 
class and are not included in fee. 
Session A:  
 Monday, July 11 – 25, 6 – 8:30 pm
Session B:  
 Monday, August 15 – 29, 6 – 8:30 pm
Session C: Monday, September 26 –  
 October 10, 6 – 8:30 pm 

BASIC SEWING 201 (Intermediate Sewing)
$ $60 Instructor: Fran Kertesz

For students who have completed Basic 
Sewing 101 or have experience sewing. 
Expand your sewing skills. Try a technique 
you are afraid to tackle on your own. If 
you are interested in learning alteration 
techniques, this is also a class for you. 
With more than 45 years sewing experience 
including custom sewing and alterations, 
Fran can help you tackle the tough patterns 
and create a custom made look. 6 classes.
Session A: 
 Friday August 12 – September 23  
 9 am – 11:30 pm (no class Sept 16)
Session B: 
 Thursday, August 18 – September 29 
 6 – 8:30 pm (no class September 15)

SEWING STUDIO
Bring in your current project or projects and 
sew with us! Whether you would like help, 
inspiration or just the company of others, 
our studio time is for you.
Second and fourth Tuesday and  
second Saturday from 12 – 3 pm. 
A staff person will be available to offer ideas 
and sewing tips. One price whether you stay 
15 minutes or three hours. $5, ($10 if you 
use our sewing machines.)

No Tuesday Studios Till August 23
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AMY BUTLER  
HALTER DRESS 
$  $20  Instructor:  
Barbara Whitfield

This partially lined 
halter dress is quick 
and fun to make. You 
may want several 
for your summer 
wardrobe. Amy 
Butler has this dress 
available only as 
a PDF Download. 
So purchase of the 
pattern, printing it out 
and piecing pattern 
pieces together must 
be done before class.  

Wednesday, July 20, 10 am – 1 pm

LELA Tunic or Blouse
$  $25  Instructor: Barb Whitfield

The figure flattering 
Lela Tunic features 
dolman sleeves. The 
neckline and sleeve 
hem finish with bias 
and the hem is finished 
with a facing. Use all 
the same fabric or 
contrast for detail. 

Pattern and material 
required.  

Wednesday, September 14.  10 am – 2 pm

Collect your Row by Row Patterns 
now thru Labor Day!
The patterns are free at participating Quilt stores in 
the US, Canada and Europe.

We would love for you to bring in your finished quilts 
and/or rows to display in our classroom or just take 
pictures of to share.

Our row is all 
about why we 

love calling the  
Cape Fear 

region HOME!
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QUILTING
MACHINE QUILTING
$  $25  Instructor: Chris Balchunas

Join Chris to try several methods of machine 
quilting including stitch in the ditch, grid 
sewing, free motion and stippling. Chris will 
share products and techniques to make 
machine quilting easier. 

Wednesday, August 31, 9:30 am – Noon

SWEETHEART  QUILTING
$  $30  Instructor: Andrea Anderson

Make out of Christmas Fabrics or any of your 
choice. This quilt is charm pack friendly, and 
all the heart blocks can be made from 5” 
squares. This quilt is constructed “on point”. 
Make the full quilt at 57” x 76” or the smaller 
version Andrea made approx. 39” x 48” 

Monday, September 26, 10 – 12 &  
 October 3, 9:30 – 12

OPEN QUILTING
$ $  $30:  Instructor: Andrea Anderson or  
Mary Ann Contri

Whether your second quilt or ???, this class 
is designed for you to have help making a 
quilt. This can be from start to finish or any 
part you wish. You can choose a quilt we 
previously offered, but class did not fill or 
you could not fit with your schedule. It can 
be a quilt you have wanted to make, but are 
not sure if you can tackle it on your own. 
Prerequisite either Try quilting, Basic Quilting 
class or other quilting experience.

Saturday - August 27, 10 am – 4 pm
AM:  Wednesday, September 28 – October 12,  
 9 – 11:30 am
PM:  Wednesday September 28 – October 12,  
 6 – 8:30 pm

BASIC APPLIQUÉ
$  $25 (Kit Provided) Instructor: MaryAnn Contri

An introduction to applique methods. Make 
four 6” by 6” heart appliques using a different 
technique for each one. When done, put in a 
techniques book or make into a little hanging.

Wednesday, August 24, 9 am - noon

SUMMER FLOWERS APPLIQUÉ QUILT
$ $  $40:  Instructor: Mary Ann Contri

This appliqué quilt has large  
appliqués that are easy to cut 
out and will be completed with 
raw edge glue and stitch. See 
how easy appliqué can be. It 
also features a beautiful pieced 
background. 

Wednesday, September 7 & 21,   
 9 am – Noon

TRY QUILTING – Table Runner
$  $20 Instructor:  Andrea Anderson or  
Mary Ann Contri

Want to see if you like quilting? This class is 
a small investment in time and material yet 
you learn all the basics for quilting: how to 
cut, piece, sandwich, quilt and bind a quilt. 
So don’t be afraid to give it a TRY!

AM: Tuesday July 19 & 26, 9 – 11:30 am

PM: Tuesday July 19 & 26, 6 – 8:30 pm

Basic Quilting – Cloud 9
$  $55/75,  Instructor: Andrea Anderson or  
Mary Ann Contri

Choose a theme for your quilt by color or 
purpose (baby, boy, girl, beach, etc.) and 
let us help you choose the fabrics before 
the first class. You will be guided form the 
beginning to completion on the correct way 
to cut, piece, quilt and bind a lap size quilt. 

4 classes...
AM:  Monday August 15 – September 12,  
 9 am – 11:30 am  ( No class September 5)
PM:  Tuesday August 16 – September 6,  
 6 – 8:30 pm

Class fee is $55 if supplies are purchased at 
Fran’s Sewing Circle.
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EMBROIDERY, ETC.
NEW OWNER 

CLASSES
Classes will help you get the most of your 
sewing machine or serger. Owner’s classes 
are free if you purchased your machine 
at Fran’s Sewing Circle or $40.  They are 
identified by colored type on the calendar. 
Please check calendar for dates and times 
these classes are offered.  HV = Husqvarna 
Viking:

Machine Basics: Use of feet that come with 
the machines, threading, using basic stitches 
to your advantage, care of machine – offered 
for Husqvarna Viking and Brother at different 
times.

Machine Decorative: Just beyond the 
basics – explore stitches for appliqué, 
heirloom and quilting. Offered for Husqvarna 
Viking and Brother at different times.

Hoop Embroidery: Learn all the options built 
into the machine for using your embroidery 
and also about stabilizers, what and when 
to use. All Husqvarna Viking or Brother 
machines with embroidery.

EPIC Wonders: For Epic owners to explore 
the wonders of planning in embroidery, and 
some of the dimensional stitches. August 
25, use specialty stitches to make a little bag 
that fits perfectly in the embroidery case. 
Free if purchased at Fran’s or $50.

DIAMOND Gems: Explore decorative 
stitches, design shaping and placement as 
you make a sampler of five ornaments you 
can make into a pillow.  Free if machine 
purchased at Fran’s or $50. September 22, 
10 am – 1 pm.

SCAN N CUT

Join Debbie for exploration of the Scan 
n Cut. Watch the store and facebook for 
upcoming project. First class after your 
purchase of scan n cut at Fran’s is free, 
after that it is $10, $25 if not purchased at 
Fran’s.

Thursday, September 1, 1-3 pm

6D EMBROIDERY SOFTWARE

Linda Stanley offers a software class on 
the third Thursday of each month 9:30 
am 11:30 am. These classes are good 
for anyone even new owners Linda will 
announce each month, which modules will 
be used in the class and you can check 
if you have that in your level of software.  
Those with 5D are welcome to attend also.  

$15 YOU MUST PREREGISTER WITH 
Linda Stanley

Third Thursday of each month,  
9:30 – 11:30 am

USB BASICS
$5  Instructor: ????????????????????

So you have an embroidery machine that 
uses a USB stick. See how to get your 
designs from computer or CD to the stick.  
See how to find out what it on the stick.  
Hints to find your designs easier.  

Thursday, July 14, 10 am – Noon

HOOP IT UP!

Lets all Hoop it UP and reach new levels 
with your embroidery machine! Classes 
will have lots of assistance and open to 
all skill levels. Class fee varies depending 
on design used that month. Open to 
all Embroidery machine owners whose 
machine uses a USB input. See each 
month’s class for minimum hoop size 
required. If your machine does not take 
a USB input, no worries! Please contact 
the store ahead of class time to make 
arrangements for getting your designs. 
We supply most stabilizers, you supply 
additional materials. 

HOOP IT UP HAS MOVED TO THE 
SECOND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH, 
12 – 4 pm

August – Cross Body Bag (all in the hoop)  
with 2 zippered pockets and an optional 
back pocket. 5X7 and larger.  $25

September – All purpose Vinyl Cases $20.
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

4 5
Sampler  
9:45 am & 10:30 am

6 7 8
Machine Decorative: 
HV  10 am – Noon 
Brother  1 – 3 pm

9
Sampler 9:15 am

Sewing Studio 
Noon – 3 pm

11
Time to Play  
Summer Camp

Basic Sewing Mini  
Session A  6 – 8:30 pm

12
Time to Play  
Summer Camp

13
Time to Play  
Summer Camp

14
USB Basics 
10 am – Noon

Time to Play  
Summer Camp

15
Time to Play  
Summer Camp

16
Brother Basics 
10 am – Noon

Brother Embroidery 
1 – 3 pm

18
Serger Basics 
10 am – Noon

Basic Sewing Mini  
Session A  6 – 8:30 pm

19
Try Quilting 
9 – 11:30 am  or 
6 – 8:30 pm

20
Halter Dress 
10 am – 1 pm

21
5D, 6D, Premier Software  
9:30 – 11:30 am

22
HV Basics 
10 am – Noon

HV Embroidery 
1 – 3 pm

23

25
ASG  11 am – 1 pm

Fashion Fun Summer Camp

Basic Sewing Mini  
Session A  6 – 8:30 pm

26
Try Quilting 
9 – 11:30 am  or 
6 – 8:30 pm

Fashion Fun Summer Camp

27
Fashion Fun  
Summer Camp

28
Fashion Fun  
Summer Camp

29
Fashion Fun  
Summer Camp

30

j u l y

augus t
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
All About Bags 
Summer Camp

2
Sampler   
9:45 & 10:30 am

All About Bags 
Summer Camp

3
All About Bags 
Summer Camp

4 5 6

8
Doll Summer Camp (am)

Doll Summer Camp (pm)

9
Doll Summer Camp (am)

Doll Summer Camp (pm)

10
Doll Summer Camp (am)

Doll Summer Camp (pm)

11
Hoop It Up 
Noon – 4 pm

12
Basic Sewing 201 
Session A 
9 – 11:30 am

13
Sampler  9:15 am

Sewing Studio 
Noon – 3 pm

15
Basic Quilting - Cloud 9 
9 – 11:30 am

Basic Sewing Mini  
Session B  6 – 8:30 pm

16
Basic Quilting - Cloud 9 
6 – 8:30 pm

17
Learn a Bunch at Lunch 
Printable Fabric 
Noon - 1 pm

18
5D, 6D, Premier Software   
9:30 –11:30 am

Hoop It Up Overflow  Noon – 4 pm

Basic Sewing 201 
6 – 8:30 pm

19
Basic Sewing 201 
Session A  9 – 11:30 am

20
Hoop It Up 
Landscape Animals 
10 am – 2 pm

22
Basic Quilting - Cloud 9   
9 – 11:30 am
ASG  Noon – 2 pm

Basic Sewing Mini  
Session B  6 – 8:30 pm

23
Sewing Studio 
1 – 4 pm

Basic Quilting - Cloud 9 
6 – 8:30 pm

24
Basic Appliqué Techniques 
9 am – Noon

25
EPIC Wonders 
10 am – Noon

Basic Sewing

201 - 6-8:30

26
Sewing 201  
6 – 8:30 pm

27
Open Quilting   
10 – 4:00 pm

29
Basic Quilting - Cloud 9 
9 – 11:30 am

Basic Sewing Mini  
Session B  6 – 8:30 pm

30
Basic Quilting - Cloud 9 
6 – 8:30 pm

31
Machine Quilting   
9:30 am – Noon
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Scan N Cut Project 
1 – 3 pm

Basic Sewing 201 
6 – 8:30 pm

2
Basic Sewing 201 
Session A 
9 – 11:30 am

HV Decorative  1 – 3 pm

3

5
LABOR DAY 

CLOSED

6
Sampler  9:45 & 10:30

Basic Quilting - Cloud 9 
6 – 8:30 pm

7
Summer Flowers Quilt 
9 am – Noon

8
Hoop It Up 
Noon – 4 pm

Basic Sewing 201 
6 – 8:30 pm

9
Basic Sewing 201 
9 – 11:30 am

Brother Decorative   
1 – 3 pm

10
Sampler 
9:15 am

Sewing Studio 
Noon – 3 pm

12
Basic Quilting - Cloud 9 
9 – 11:30 am

13
Sewing Studio 
1 – 4 pm

14
Lela Tunic 
10 am – 1 pm

15
5D, 6D, Premier Software   
9:30 –11:30 am

Hoop It Up Overflow  Noon – 4 pm

Basic Sewing 201 
6 – 8:30 pm

16 17
Kids Sew 
10 am – 1 pm

19 20
Poncho / Top 
10 am – 2 pm

21
Summer Flowers Quilt 
9 am – Noon

Learn a Bunch at Lunch 
Noon - 1 pm

22
Diamond Gems   
10 am – 1 pm

Basic Sewing 201 
6 – 8:30 pm

23
Basic Sewing 201 
Session A   
9 – 11:30 am

24

26
Sweetheart Quilt  10 - Noon

ASG  Noon – 2 pm

Basic Sewing Mini  
Session C  6 – 8:30 pm

27
Serger Rolled Edge Bag 
9 am – Noon

Sewing Studio 
1 – 4 pm

28
Open Quilting 
9 – 11:30 am  or 
6 – 8:30 pm

29
Basic Sewing 201 
6 – 8:30 pm

30
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SERGERKID’S CLASSES
SERGER BASICS
$35, free if serger purchased from Fran’s Sewing Circle.  
Instructor:  Fran Kertesz

Get to know your serger, how to thread, adjust tension, length, 
gathering and more. Some trouble shooting tips and how it is 
different than your sewing machine. Bring your serger and all the 
accessories.

Monday, July 18, 10 – Noon

SERGER ROLLED EDGE PROJECT
$  $15  Instructor: Fran Kertesz

Practice using the rolled edge of your serger to make a small 
bag.  Check the store or website for more info as time gets closer.  
Materials required. 

Tuesday, September 27, 9 am – noon.  

Kids Sew 
10 am – 1 pm, 8 – 12 year olds
$40 includes all materials, Instructor Lydia King

September 17: Cactus Pincushion



5751 Oleander Drive
Wilmington, NC 28403
(910) 397-9399

FransSewingCircle.com POSTAL CARRIER: DATED MATERIALS, PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
Wilmington, NC

Permit  #42

BASIC SUPPLIES FOR ALL CLASSES

Scissors, seam ripper, gauge or ruler, marking tools, pins, needles (hand and machine). 
Sewing machine in good working order or reserve one of ours. Quilt classes - rotary cutter, 
ruler and mat.

REGISTRATION

All classes are open to anyone with any machine. You are welcome to bring your machine 
or use ours. If you bring your own machine, we require you have a basic working knowledge 
of your machine. If you do not, please take Sewing Machine Fundamentals first. Class 
fee does not usually include materials. To help keep our class fees low, we encourage 
you to buy needed materials from Fran’s Sewing Circle. There is a 15% discount for class 
participants.

Many classes fill quickly, so please call to register as soon as you plan to take a class. 
Class enrollment is only confirmed when payment is received. All classes have a minimum 
of participants. No refunds will be given 48 hours or less before class, unless Fran’s 
Sewing Circle cancels the class. Please understand, these guidelines help ensure teachers’ 
payment for their time in preparation, as well as class time.

LEARN A BUNCH AT LUNCH – FREE!!!
Third Wednesday of the month, 12 – 1 pm 

Bring a lunch, or just join us, we will have coffee, tea & dessert!
We will have quick tips, a small project and a look at a new notion.   

Be sure to like us on facebook to get the project we will be  
doing each month.

August 17 – Using printable fabric  •  September 21

CLASS POLICIES Our Scissor symbol $ is an indication of the difficulty of the class .  One $ is for beginners, 
$ $ is for advanced beginner, you are comfortable with the basics of cutting, pining,  
piecing together .  $ $ $ you have conquered the basics and want to try new horizons .


