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FIRE RESTRICTIONS TO BE EASED IN SOUTHWEST AND CENTRAL UTAH 

 

Cedar City – With the abundant rainfall recently, the long range forecasts calling for improving conditions, Fire 

Managers have decided to rescind the enhanced fire restrictions on unincorporated private lands, State lands, 

Bureau of Land Management lands and Fishlake National Forest lands in Southwest and Central Utah. The 

restrictions will be retracted August 18th at 12:01 AM in Beaver, Garfield, Kane, Iron, Washington, Juab, 

Millard, Sanpete, Sevier, Puite and Wayne counties.  Regardless of restriction status, permits for any debris 

burning are always required and strictly enforced. 

 

Human caused wildfires have decreased the past couple of weeks after a surge of human caused fires during 

June prompted fire agencies to impose restrictions on known activities that cause wildfires.  Weather conditions 

being hot, dry and windy contributed to many of these fires growing rapidly. “Illegal debris burning was one of 

the leading causes of many wildfires in SW Utah this fire season” said Mike Melton, Fire Management Officer 

with the Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands. Permits for debris burning are always required from the 

agency having jurisdiction. “Many people are simply unaware of the regulations and conditions. A phone call to 

the local fire department, land management agency or visiting utahfireinfo.gov could prevent these fires” says 

Melton. 

 

Utahan’s will be heading into the wildlands during late summer and into the fall to camp and hunt. 

Recreationalists need to keep in mind that another leader of human caused wildfires is escaped campfires. “The 

fall of the year we can have cold nights and very warm, dry and windy days.  An abandoned campfire can 

escape under these conditions and cause problems” said Tooter Burdick, Fire Management Officer with the 

Bureau of Land Management. “Campers need to be prepared to completely extinguish their campfires by having 

plenty of water to drown the fire and stir it until it is cold to the touch before leaving it” Burdick added. 

 

Please keep in mind: “One less spark, one less wildfire” 

 

 


