
   
 
Why Watering Restrictions? 
 

Once again, the Town is placing restrictions on outside watering this summer.  (See 
the box below for the schedule.) 
 

You may wonder why we have to ask people to be careful about outside watering.  
The first answer, of course is that water is a precious commodity, and we all need 
to use it wisely.  But there are also dollars-and-cents reasons: 

 It costs money to pump water—and the less water we use, the lower 
the Town’s electric bills. 

 The bigger reason is that the Town is being required by the State to 
have an augmentation plan—a plan to put back a 1 gallon to 1 gallon 
replacement of the water we use back into aquifers, rivers, and 
streams.  (For more on augmentation and the Town’s ditches and 
water rights, visit http://www.townofsaguache .org 
Go to Town Government and click General Information link. 
 

We are in the middle of negotiating our augmentation plan, and it looks like we 
will have to buy or lease water rights outside the Saguache Creek drainage.  The 
amount of water we will have to acquire is based on the amount of water the 
Town pumps out of the ground. 
 

So the more all of us can conserve water, the fewer dollars we will have to 
spend.  Therefore, the Town will be taking violations seriously this summer, 
and people who continue to ignore watering restrictions after being warned 
may well get to visit Municipal Court. 
  

 
 

OUTSIDE WATERING SCHEDULE JUNE 1-SEPT. 30, 2016 
 
Mondays   NO OUTSIDE WATERING 
 
Tuesdays-Sundays Outside watering allowed only from 
     5 a.m.-11 a.m. and 
     5 p.m.-11 p.m. 
 
 
 
     
 

WATER &  
SEWER NEWS 



Sewer Project Moves Forward 
 
The Town has entered the planning phase for improvements to its wastewater 
system. For years, during irrigation season the Town has been in violation of the 
Colorado Water Quality Control Act’s discharge limits because sub-water has 
been able to get into the system.  This infiltration has been caused by tree roots 
cracking the clay pipes and by some improperly installed sewer taps from years 
past, allowing excessive amounts of water to get in. The Town is working closely 
with Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE), the 
governing agency for water and sewer systems, in order to repair the system and 
avoid the possibility that the Town might have to build a treatment plant. 
 
The Town’s civil engineering firm, SGM Inc., is conducting a comprehensive 
condition assessment of the sewer system, which includes inspection of the 
manholes and sewer lines. The conditions report should be complete by early 
August and will outline all options for upgrading the system to bring it into 
compliance and mitigate damage in the system. When the Board of Trustees has 
decided which option(s) they want to pursue, construction documents will be 
prepared by SGM. 
 
Although the Board originally thought the Town would have to bear the entire 
cost of this assessment and planning phase—estimated at $100,000—a $25,000 
grant for the planning portion of the project has been received from Department 
of Local Affairs, and another $10,000 through a grant submitted to CDPHE. 
Once this project moves into the design phase, additional funding will be 
available from CDPHE. 
 
Watch the Town’s website and the Crescent for updates on this project. 
 
 


