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Cost-share Sign-up 
   Do you own land in Greenwood 
County? Are you interested in improv-
ing the environmental quality of your 
land? If so stop by the conservation 
office and find out how you could pos-
sibly qualify for state financial assis-
tance to improve your land. 

   The Conservation District will be con-
ducting a county-wide sign up for in-
terested owners and operators to ac-
cept requests for state cost share as-
sistance beginning in June for the 2018 
program year. The cost share pro-
grams are administered by the State 
Conservation Commission (SCC) 
through the conservation districts 
which provides landowners financial 
assistance to implement approved 
conservation practices. 

   These conservation practices must 
comply with USDA NRCS Field Office 
Technical Guide Standards and specifi-
cations, or other standards specifica-
tions approved by the SCC. Applica-

tions receiving approval from the 
Greenwood County Conservation Dis-
trict and SCC may start implementa-
tion. Any project completed prior to 
approval by either the District or SCC 
will not be available for cost share as-
sistance. Participating in the sign-up 
does not guarantee approval or cost 
share assistance. 

   Program funds have been allocated 
to the conservation. Money comes 
from the State Water Plan Fund. Any-
one interested in receiving cost share 
assistance from    either the Water Re-
sources Cost Share Program or the 
Non Point Source Pollution Program is 
encouraged to contact the Conserva-
tion District Office to sign up. 

   If you have any questions or concerns 
about these programs please call the 
office at (620) 583-6461.“Funding pro-
vided by the Division of Conservation, 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
through appropriation from the Kansas 
Water Plan Fund.”   

Important Dates 

April 26- Annual Water Festival  

May 29- Memorial Day  

June 30- End of 2017 Cost Share Year  

June- 2018 Cost Share Sign-up  

July 4– Independence Day 

Receive Future 

Newsletters By E-mail 
Please submit your e-mail address to 
gwcokansasconservation@gmail.com. 

Place subscribe in the subject line or 
call 620-583-6461. 

Keep up with USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) news with : Gov Delivery 

Emails & Text Messages. No office? No problem! Receive text message alerts 

from FSA while on-the-go, in the field, on the tractor or even on horseback. Sub-

scribe to text message alerts to receive timely updates on: Deadline Reminders, 

Program Notifications, Reporting Requirements, Local Outreach Events. Stand-

ard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless carrier for details. Expect 

to receive no more than two text messages from FSA each month, on average. 

Participants may unsubscribe at any time. For more in-depth FSA program in-

formation, we offer our standard electronic news bulleting by email. Visit 

www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe, or contact your Greenwood/Elk County office.      

620-583-5544 To subscribe to text message alerts from Greenwood/Elk County 

Text KSGreenwood to FSANOW (372-669)  

Please remember to report all changes to your farm as soon as possible!  

2018 State Cost 

Share Sign-up  

Beginning now through the 

month of June 2017. 

2017 Annual Poster Contest will be on 

the subject of soils. The District will be 

visiting the area schools and present-

ing the Soil Tunnel Trailer to all 3rd - 

6th grade classes. 

Spring 2017 



  

Have you ever heard the word ENVIROTHON? 

Envirothon is an outdoor, natural resource education program for high 

school students. Envirothon teams are made up of 5 students working 

together to complete written and oral test in five different natural re-

source areas. Their website www.kacdnet.org/kansasenvirothon for 

more information. Schools, FFA Chapters, Home Schools & 4-H Clubs 

are encouraged to enter a team. The District will help with expense of 

entry fee. Please contact the Greenwood County District office if you 

are interested in entering a team for the 2017 competition events. 

 

Start a discussion about "weeds" and 

you’re likely to get several participants 

involved in a hurry. Questions such as 

"What does it look like?", "Do live-

stock eat it?", and the more popular 

one, "What do you spray it with?" I'm 

amazed at how passionately some pro-

ducers are about killing "weeds". Pas-

sion is a great thing when targeted to-

wards a true "weed" that is invasive to 

an ecosystem, but I often see plants 

that are native to the system be wrong-

fully targeted. These targeted native 

plants that so many call a "weed" 

might be wonderful! I know you’re 

thinking, "Did he just say weeds are 

wonderful?" Yes, and I'll tell you why.  

In a grazing land setting with cattle as 

the grazer, if it isn't grass, a lot of pro-

ducers will call it a weed, even if it is 

native. "What do cows eat?" is a ques-

tion I ask grade school students at field 

events and the resounding answer is, 

"grass!” Yes, but cows are picky as to 

what types of grass they'll graze and 

actually consume a fair amount of 

"weeds" or "forbs" (native broadleaf 

plants) as the grazing season progress-

es. In Chautauqua County, a study on 

the subject of grazing cows on native 

grassland done by Preedy et al. (2013) 

had some interesting findings. The 

cow's diet in June when the grass is 

lush consisted of approximately 85 

percent grass and 15 percent forbs. By 

October, when the grass was more ma-

ture, the cow's diet shifted to approxi-

mately 75 per-cent grass and 25 per-

cent forbs. Some key native forbs se-

lected were heath aster 

(Symphyotrichum ericoides), dotted 

gayfeather (Liatris punctata), and pur-

ple prairie-clover (Dalea purpurea). 

That begs the question, "Who would 

purposely spend money to remove 25 

percent of their livestock's preferred 

diet?" The forbs we sometimes call a 

"weed" are actually feed.  

Soil health is the talk in many agricul-

ture publications. One of the key prin-

ciples discussed is plant diversity. Sev-

eral cover crop trials have been com-

pleted where plants were grown as a 

monoculture and then as a mixture of 

those same plants. Often the mixture 

outcompetes the monoculture plots in 

production. Diversity in our rangeland 

and pastures is just as important. In 

some instances, there are times that 

cows don't eat a particular forb spe-

cies, but a look below the soil surface 

tells the whole story. Grass and forb 

roots are different in their root struc-

ture, rooting depth, the root exudates, 

and the symbiotic relation-ships with 

microbes they make. Studies have 

shown nutrient transfer in plants being 

facilitated by a mycorrhizal mycelial 

network. Research by Wilson, Hart-

nett, & Rice (2006) specifically looked 

at tracing phosphorus in Indiangrass 

(Sorghastrum nutans) and Lousiana 

sagewort (Artemisia ludoviciana). It 

was found that when either plant was 

the donor, phosphorus showed up in 

the receiver plant. It was also noted 

that Indiangrass was the stronger com-

petitor for the phosphorus. If this net-

work below ground facilitates the 

transfer of nutrients that are taken up 

from a forb (that many would call a 

"weed") and it shares with a grass that 

cattle readily graze, why would it be 

removed from the system? It's interest-

ing to read publications that discuss 

how diverse mixes should be used in 

cover crop plantings and in the same 

publication advise how to kill your 

cover crop, now called weeds, in the 

native rangeland so we can have just 

grass. The forbs we sometimes call a 

"weed" allows the plant community to 

succeed.  

We've discussed cattle but what about 

bees and butterflies? According to re-

cent work by Shelly Wiggam, a 

Popenoe Fellow and PhD student at 

Kansas State University majoring in 

Entomology, some species of native 

By Doug Spencer, NRCS Rangeland Management Specialist, Marion, Kansas 

 

Two Greenwood County residents were recognized  for 

their conservation stewardship since 1956. Former District 

Conservationist, Kenneth Van Cleave, met with his long 

time friend Maurice Erickson to reminisce about their lives 

working the land and what conservation still means to 

them. Luke Westerman, the current District Conservation-

ist joined in on the meeting. The written accounts of their 

meeting is available at the website below or visit our Face-

book page and follow the link from there. Article and photo 

by Mitch L. Thierry. http://www.farmtalknewspaper.com 
Pictured left to right: Luke Westerman, Kenneth Van Cleave, Maurice Erickson 

Many Years of Conservation Efforts Recognized 
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4th Grade 

Water Festival is planned. 

APRIL 26, 2017! 

Greenwood County Conservation District is a licensed native grass and wildflower 

seed dealer. Seed orders can be placed at anytime. 

 Real World Concerns with 

Old World Bluestems  

James L. Ungerer, Rangeland Manage-

ment Specialist Manhattan, Kansas  

 Rapid expansion of Old World 

Bluestems (OWB) is an ever-growing 

concern and a very real threat to native 

prairies. As more land managers dis-

cover the presence of OWB on their 

prairies, the need to address this chal-

lenging resource concern is long over-

due.  

Caucasian and yellow bluestems were 

introduced into the United States in the 

early 1900s for use as forage and ero-

sion control. It is now realized these 

invasive species have created extreme 

problems on the landscape. OWB ap-

pear to accelerate erosion on range-

lands because they can cause an altered 

carbon-to-nitrogen ratio that inhibits 

the growth of native plants. These 

grasses are also less palatable to live-

stock, in comparison to native 

bluestem species, and can tolerate ex-

treme grazing pressure. Invasive spe-

cies, like OWB, harm the natural eco-

logical systems of native prairies. If 

left uncontrolled, OWB will damage 

ranching economies to the point of 

threatening cattle produers’ livelihoods 

due to the extreme costs and profit 

loss. As OWB invades and takes over 

rangelands, native wildlife is also neg-

atively impacted.  

OWB grasses spread by root and by 

seed. They are prolific seed producers 

and the length of seed viability in the 

soil is unknown. Spread may be at-

tributed to machine, animal, or wind. 

OWB often invades or occupies diffi-

cult to control areas in pastures or 

rangeland.  

Early detection is key to addressing 

and controlling of OWB before it can 

completely take over a landscape. 

However, identification of these grass-

es can be difficult to the untrained eye 

looking out across the native prairie. 

Fall season is a good time to view it on 

the landscape because it will appear in 

dense, shiny blond patches, in compar-

ison to the reds and maroons of native 

plants.  

 During the growing season, it will 

exhibit a much lighter green color than 

many native grasses. Many land man-

agers first realize the presence of OWB 

when they observe dense stands that 

cattle graze right up to and stop.  

At this time, strategies to deal with 

OWB require an ever changing ap-

proach to treatment, management, and 

control. If seeding new grass stands, be 

sure that mix is not contaminated with 

OWB seed.  

When feeding hay on rangeland, be 

certain that it does not contain OWB. 

Producers need to realize other ways it 

spreads and take necessary precautions 

and preventions against OWB expan-

sion.  

Chemical treatment of OWB includes 

spot application following Kansas 

State University recommendations and 

appropriate product labels.  

Prior to any herbicide treatment, mow-

ing, or prescribed burning of patches 

during the dormant season, early 

spring, is recommended to remove 

standing dead plant material to maxim-

ize chemical contact with live-plant 

material. Post-application monitoring 

of treatment and follow-up treatments 

should be repeated as needed. Others 

have used livestock to heavily graze 

areas with OWB to control seed pro-

duction of the grasses.  

Educating others to the potential risks 

of OWB spread, detection, treatment 

options, and ultimate negative impacts 

is key to addressing this rapid concern. 

For questions regarding identification 

or treatment options of OWB, contact 

your local Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service (NRCS) office.  

For more information, visit the Kansas 

NRCS Web site 

www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs or 

your local U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA) Service Center. To find a 

service center near you, check on the 

Internet at offices.usda.gov. Follow us 

on Twitter @NRCS_Kansas. USDA is 

an equal opportunity provider, employ-

er, and lender.  

  

The Greenwood  County Conservation District com-

pleted its 66th year of operation on December 31, 

2016. The year 2016 was very eventful! The District 

received technical assistance from the Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service (NRCS) personnel in a 

joint effort to provide customer maximum service for 

all landowners developing and implementing conserva-

tion plans. The District maintained a close working 

relationship with all Farm Service Center personnel, by 

sharing the responsibilities of day to day office man-

agement. The District cooperated with other agencies 

and organizations on many projects. Those included 

the Greenwood County Research & Extension Service, 

Kansas Forest Service, Kansas Department of Wildlife, 

Parks & Tourism, Greenwood County Farm Bureau 

Association, Greenwood County Cattlemen’s, Cattle-

women’s Associations, and KS Alliance for Wetlands 

& Streams-WRAPS. 

Throughout the year the Conservation District provided 

office administrative support to the Watershed Boards. 

Greenwood County Water Festival is an annual spring 

event provided for fourth grade students. The District 

strives to maintain a good relationship with the com-

munity. One way to achieve this is having a booth at 

the County Fair. This past summer our booth infor-

mation centered around the topics of soil and the ser-

vices we provide. We not only educate, we also serve 

as a local source for native grass, wildflower seeds & 

geotextile fabric and rents a root plow.  

Each year we give a Grassland Award for outstanding 

grass management and good stewardship. Sponsored a 

team from Madison Ag Club to attend Envirothon 

competition around the state. Going along with the na-

tional poster theme, we visited and educated on trees 

and water quality to area elementary students. Our 5th 

grade county poster winner went on to receive Honora-

ble Mention at the state level. Her poster was recog-

nized at the Annual Convention in Wichita. Our 3rd 

grade winner also received award at the county level. 

2016 was the first time the Earth Balloon was present-

ed to all students in the three school districts we have 

in the county.  

The District provides educational field days for adults.  

This past fall we co-organized a field day with the 

Kansas Alliance for Wetlands & Streams (KAWS) and 

Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy 

(WRAPS). The field day was held at the Mike and Pam 

Collinge Ranch near Hamilton, KS. This day was beau-

tiful and brought in nearly 100 people to the event.  

Cost-share programs were structured to give Green-

wood County landowners the opportunity to use Kan-

sas Water Plan funds effectively and efficiently with 

three different funding sources. Applications were ac-

cepted for the Water Resources Program and the Non-

Point Source Pollution Program. Practices for cost-

share assistance included  fences, waterways, pipelines 

and watering facilities. 



To everyone that contributed to 

the 2017 Annual Meeting, the 

District says “Thank YOU”. 

Mr. Bud Wiggins & Jim Castillo 

Prairie Land Partners, Emporia 

Lyon County State Bank 

Citizen’s State Bank 

Bluestem Farm & Ranch 

College Fund Pasture Clearing 

Home Bank & Trust 

Emprise Bank 

Community National Bank 

NAPA Auto Parts 

Foley Equipment, Wichita 

Roth Aerial Spraying Inc., Neb. 

KAWS & WRAPS 

Kansas Maid  

Frontier Farm Credit 

Sharp Bros. Seed Co. 

The first Earth Balloon was built in 

1992. The balloon is available to bor-

row by any district in the state of Kan-

sas. Thirty-three districts, one water-

shed and Kansas NRCS contributed to 

help purchase for the state. The bal-

loon is 18ft tall and has a diameter of 

20 feet. The balloon is made up of 

state of the art satellite imagery. The 

mission of the Earth Balloon is to 

build knowledge of geography, earth 

science and environmental science. 

As well as promote map skills and 

cardinal and intermediate directions. 

Those visiting the balloon has the 

option of going inside.  

Soil Health Management 
Soil works for you if you work for the soil by using management 

practices that improve soil health and increase productivity and 

profitability immediately and into the future.  This statement is 

found on the NRCS website under the Soil Health tab. There is a 

vast amount of information available.  https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/mgnt/ 

Want to plant new trees? Wonder what kind to buy? 

Kansas Forest Service has a fantastic digital map you 

can input your legal land description in and BAM! You 

have a list of trees and shrubs that will grow in the soil 

found on your property. This map and more infor-

mation can be found at http://www.kansasforests.org 

Earth Balloon Presented to 

 GW Co Schools 

 

FALL RIVER and TORONTO WRAPS 
Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy 

 

 

Bob Culbertson – Project Coordinator – New Strawn, KS – 620-364-9485 – rculbertson@kaws.org 

       Jeff Davidson – Livestock and Watershed Specialist – Eureka, KS 620-583-4437 - jdavidso@ksu.edu  

                           

The Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) offers financial assistance to help producers address water 

quality and soil erosion concerns on their farms and ranches.  Both Fall River and Toronto WRAPS have similar goals-

reduce sedimentation and nutrient load in these two federal reservoirs. 

 

In 2016, over $42,000 of WRAPS cost share money was expended in these two watersheds to assist landowners with projects.  Com-

pleted projects include: 

 

Establishing a riparian buffer along a stream 

Fencing ponds and adding alternative livestock water sources  

Repairing gully erosion that was a result of salt water contamination and historic oil production  

Implementing cover crops on cropland for soil improvement and livestock forage  

Installing a cedar tree revetment to protect an eroding stream bank 

Waterway and terrace construction (no-till fields) 

Other Best Management Practices that improve water quality may be funded   

 

There are available funds to assist landowners at this time.  If you have land in Fall River or Toronto Watershed, WRAPS may be 

able to help you improve the efficiency of your operation while improving water quality. 

 

Below are the steps to WRAPS financial assistance: 

 

Contact project coordinator, local NRCS personnel, conservation district, or local Kansas State University 

extension personnel.  Describe and discuss project and location.  Schedule project site visit. 

Project coordinator, in cooperation with NRCS, will estimate project cost based on county wide average 

costs. 

Toronto and Fall River WRAPS stakeholders (board of local individuals) vote to approve project.   

Sign project contract with Kansas Alliance for Wetlands and Streams Inc. to complete the project in one 

year (weather conditions will be considered). 

Provide receipts to project coordinator and receive reimbursement in around 10 days. 

The map on the back side of this information shows the Priority Areas within each watershed.  These areas represent the portion of 

the watershed that is contributing the most sediment and where projects can have the most benefit.  It is within these Priority Areas 

that WRAPS funds are targeted.    

 

Kansas Alliance for Wetlands and Streams (KAWS) is a private non-profit company dedicated to education and implementing pro-

jects that ensure the future of wetlands, streams, and their adjacent riparian areas as an integral part of our Kansas heritage and 

landscape.  This project has been funded through Section 319 of the Clean Water Act. 

mailto:rculbertson@kaws.org
mailto:jdavidso@ksu.edu


  

More information about Conservation Client Gateway may be found on the following 

 Website- https://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov or by calling Eureka Service Center 620-583-6461 

bumblebee queens in the Flint Hills 

show a very specific preference for the 

forbs blue wild indigo (Baptisia austra-

lis), cream wild indigo (Baptisia 

braceata), and prairie penstemon (or 

cobaea beardtongue─Penstemon co-

baea). These plants are their sole 

source of pollen on which they lay 

their eggs and the larvae feed on to 

develop into bumblebee workers. Ad-

ditionally, green antelopehorn 

(Asclepias viridis) and antelopehorn 

(Asclepias asperula) have been docu-

mented as the sole source of nectar for 

these same bumble-bee queens, their 

sole source of energy while creating 

and maintaining a functional bumble-

bee nest for the entire growing season.  

In addition to bees, the monarch but-

terfly is gaining more and more recog-

nition as a pollinator species of conser-

vation concern due to rapidly declining 

over-wintering population numbers. 

Milkweeds are in the spotlight because 

they are the only larval food source for 

the monarch butterfly. Butterfly milk-

weed (Asclepias tuberosa) and green 

antelopehorn (Asclepias viridis) are 

two of several beneficial plants for the 

mon-arch and can often be found in 

Kansas rangeland and some pastures.  

There is a vast number of additional 

pollinators that use specific flowering 

forbs at various times of year. It’s easy 

to focus on specific parts of the eco-

system without seeing how decisions 

impact the whole ecosystem. These 

native forbs are part of the system for a 

reason and are often missing when 

herbicides are broadcast applied. The 

forbs we some-times call a "weed" are 

plants another critter might need.  

Even though these native forbs are 

grazed by livestock, add to diversity 

both above and below ground in a larg-

er community of plants, and feed the 

larger ecosystem, "wonderful" might 

still be a stretch for you. Getting better 

acquainted with the plants that do 

grow on your land is a great first step. 

Knowing whether they are native or 

invasive is also key. If you need addi-

tional information about plant identifi-

cation, pollinator habitat development, 

or range and pasture management, 

please contact your local Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

office.  

 

CRITICAL AREA PLANTING  

Planting Date (Statewide)  

Cool-season species: Aug 15—Oct 1; Dec 1—Apr 15  

Warm-season species: Dec 1—May 15  

Bermuda grass sprigs: Mar 1—May 15  

Note: An extension of 2 weeks to the cut-off seeding 

date may be given by the district conservationist, based on 

favorable moisture and temperature conditions.  

When it is not practical to wait for the seeding periods as 

noted above and at the discretion of the responsible tech-

nician, permanent seeding may be completed as soon as 

construction work is completed. Where soil erosion is a 

concern or at the discretion of the responsible technician, 

mulch will be applied according to Conservation Practice 

484, Mulching, and immediately following completion of 

the permanent seeding.  

 

FORAGE AND BIOMASS PLANTING  

Planting Date (Statewide)  

Warm-season grasses. December 1 to May 15  

Cool-season grasses. December 1 to April 15 and Au-

gust 15 to October 1  

Legumes. December 1 to April 15 and August 15 to 

October 1  

Note: The responsible technician may extend the 

seeding dates two weeks where justified by climatic condi-

tions. 

 

RANGE PLANTING  

Planting Date (Statewide)  

March 15 to May 15 (Optimum)  

December 1 to May 15 (Maximum)  

November 1 to December 31 (Frost Seeding introduced 

legumes)  

Note: The responsible techni-

cian may extend the seeding 

dates two weeks where justified 

by climatic conditions. 

Conservation Seeding Dates Conservation District Services  

Find the District on the World Wide Web!  

www.facebook.com/

GreenwoodCountyKansasConservationDistrict  

www.greenwoodcounty.org  

The District has a root plow available year round 

to use on your land. Cost is $20 per day of use. 

To aide you in reaching all required elements 

needed to complete your cost share practices, 

geotextile fabric is available for sale. Geotextile 

fabric may be sold for gardening or other projects 

where you need to have a weed barrier or hold 

rock in place.  

Grass and wildflower seeds are available to pur-

chase. A seed mixtures of native grasses is avail-

able on hand for seeding pond dams. Seed may 

be ordered anytime upon request.  

Tallest Big Bluestem Contest 

King of the Prairie 

The tallest stalk of Big Bluestem in Greenwood 

County was declared by the District during the 

2016 Cattleman’s Day. The contest is to recog-

nize rancher’s good management and give every-

one a chance to celebrate our amazing prairie.  

The entries were displayed at the Greenwood 

Hotel. This is a yearly contest centered around 

the Cattleman’s celebrations. 

The winning lengths were as follows: 

Hazel Russel with a stalk length of 9’ 5 1/2” in the 

adult class. 

Wacey Ross 8’ 1” and Jorja Beeman 7’ 5” for the 

youth division. 

Hazel Russel won a steak dinner at Benny’s and 

the children received gifts cards for LoMar. Gifts 

were provided by Sharp Bros Seed Co. 

To all the winners enjoy your bragging rights! 



 

Dalebanks Angus has been in business since 1867 when Robert Loy came from Northwest England and later landed in Kansas 

during the Homestead Act. It seems that many family members did-

n’t initially plan to return to Dalebanks Angus, but over the years 

they learned Greenwood County was truly where their hearts be-

longed. Tom attended KSU and met Carolyn, his wife of 48 years. 

Throughout their tenure they have seen successes and failures but 

one thing is for certain, they have never given up. A value they in-

stilled in all three of their children, Matt, Michele and Mark.  

Matt Perrier, who become the Operation Manager.  Matt and his 

wife Amy, whom he met while attending KSU, reside on the ranch 

with their four children, Ava, Lyle, Hannah and Henry.  

Tom’s brothers, Lou and Chuck, and children Michele and Mark 

along with their children, return to Dalebanks Angus throughout the 

year but most importantly they return for the annual bull sale, an 

event they have held for more than forty years. The result of the Per-

rier’s efforts to improve their operation continues as a legacy for fu-

ture generations is commendable. The work they have done on their 

property and the conservation practices they have implemented is 

why they are deserving of the 2016 Greenwood County Grassland 

Award. (Excerpt of The Eureka Herald. Read full article in the 1-25-2017 newspaper.) 

Cory and Heather Fuesz of Double Arrow C Ranch are honored for their con-

tinued efforts on their ranch just south of Eureka. He attended high school in 

Haxtun, Colo. and Fuesz graduated from Colorado State University. Heather 

was raised on a Greenwood County ranch with her parents Clint and Irlene 

Huntington. She attended Kansas State University where she earned a de-

gree in Journalism/Mass Communications.  

The duo met in 1999 while attending the National Finals Rodeo in Las Ve-

gas. A year later the couple returned to Las Vegas, where they were mar-

ried. They resided in Pratt until they saw an opportunity to move to Green-

wood County in 2001. Cory helped his father-in-law, Clint, with his opera-

tion. Shortly after, Cory and Heather started building their own cow herd. 

The couple has two children, Clinton Laflin, who is a Tulsa County Extension 

Agent; and Cash Fuesz, who is a seventh grader at Eureka Junior Senior 

High School.  

The Fuesz family’s hard work is evident as you drive across their pastures. 

The soil yields sufficient vegetation to support a long-term grazing opera-

tion while still protecting the viability of other biological processes on the 

prairie’s rolling hills. These efforts are why the Fueszs’ are deserving of the 

2017 Greenwood County Grassland Award. (Excerpt of The Eureka Herald. Read full 

article in the 1-25-2017 newspaper.) 

2016 Grassland Award Winners 


