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COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

NUISANCE VEGETATION  
AND NOXIOUS WEEDS 

 
Why does Brigham City control nuisance 
vegetation and noxious weeds? 
 
The City has an interest in providing a safe 
environment for its citizens. The current 
nuisance vegetation and noxious weeds 
ordinance prohibits “dead, decayed, diseased, or 
hazardous trees, noxious weeds, hedges, and 
overgrown or uncultivated vegetation which is 
in a hazardous condition, is an obstruction to 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic, is a potential fire 
hazard or which is likely to harbor rats, vermin, 
or other pests.” (Brigham City Code Section: 
13.01.230) 
 
What is a property owner’s responsibility for 
abating nuisance vegetation and noxious 
weeds? 
 
A property owner is responsible for routine 
removal of noxious weeds, vegetation waste, 
and cultivation of overgrown vegetation and 
grasses regularly throughout the property and 
adjoining public right-of-ways. Areas include 
the front yard, side yard, rear yard, against 
buildings and other structures, along fences, 
property lines, to the edge of the roadway and 
between the sidewalk and roadway.  
 
How often should a property owner maintain 
and cultivate overgrown grasses?  
 
A property owner should cut overgrown grasses 
as often as necessary to keep the weeds from 
growing into a nuisance or hazardous condition. 
Generally, this means cutting several times a 
year during spring and summer months. 
Common allowable heights are 6-8 inches on 
properties with structures and 12 inches on 
properties without structures.  
 
 
 

 
What is a property owner’s responsibility for 
abating nuisance vegetation and hazardous 
vegetation on large parcels of land? 
 
In cases where large parcels of land with dead, 
decayed, noxious weeds, overgrown or 
uncultivated vegetation which is in a fire 
hazardous condition, an open burn fire defensive 
clearance from igniting sources shall be 
provided and maintained in an approved manner.  
The fire defensive clearance and location “shall 
not be less than 50 feet from any structure, and 
provisions shall be made to prevent the fire from 
spreading to within 50 feet of any structure.” 
(International Fire Code Section: 305.1, 307.4) 
 
What is a property owner’s responsibility to 
control noxious weeds?  
 
According to Utah Administrative Code “it is 
the duty of every property owner to control and 
prevent the spread of noxious weeds on any land 
in his possession, or under his control.” (Utah 
Noxious Weed Act R68-9-6) 
 
Recommendations for property owners with 
noxious weeds: 
 
 Hand pulling or hoeing twice per; once in 

May, and again 2 to 3 weeks later to 
eliminate any remaining plants. 
 

 Repeated mowing every 10 to 14 days after 
plants have bolted, but before seed has set 
during the summer.  
 

 If using herbicides always use caution, it is 
extremely important to READ AND 
FOLLOW herbicide labels. 

 
 


