
 

REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

September 15, 2016 

 
PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent   Mayor 
 Alden Farr Councilmember 
   Ruth Jensen   Councilmember 
   Tom Peterson   Councilmember 
   Mark Thompson  Councilmember 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Dave Burnett   Public Power Director 
   Mary Kate Christensen City Recorder 
   Kristy Law   Community Activities & Services Director 
   Mike Nelsen   Police Chief 
   Derek Oyler   Finance Manager 
   Jason Roberts   City Administrator 
    
EXCUSED: D.J. Bott Councilmember 
 
 
Mayor Vincent called the meeting to order. The Reverence Period was given by Mayor 
Vincent. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2016 Council 
meeting was made by Councilmember Farr, seconded by Councilmember Jensen and 
unanimously approved as distributed. 

 
AGENDA 

 
RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES 
 New Hire and Promotion, Police Department  
PUBLIC HEARING 

Receive Input with Respect to the Issuance of the Proposed General Obligation Bonds to 
Finance all or a Portion of the Costs of Acquiring, Constructing and Equipping Parks, 
Community and Recreational Facilities and Related Facilities and the Potential 
Economic Impact that Such Projects will have on the Private Sector 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Consideration of Resolution Providing for the Conduct of the Local Special Bond Election 

to be Held on November 8, 2016, Declaring Official Intent with Respect to Certain 
Expenditures; and Providing for Related Matters Proclamation Declaring October 2-8, 
2016 as Public Power Week 

 Proclamation Declaring October 2-8, 2016 as Public Power Week 
ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 
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RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES 
 
New Hire and Promotion, Police Department 
Chief Nelsen introduced Kyle Whitaker, recently hired as a Police Officer. The Chief 
presented his badge to his wife. Kyle’s father, Todd Whitaker, a former Brigham City Police 
Lieutenant, pinned the badge on his uniform.  
 
Chief Nelsen announced that Josh Lyman has been promoted to Corporal. His wife pinned 
his corporal badge on his uniform. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Receive Input with Respect to the Issuance of the Proposed General Obligation Bonds to 
Finance all or a Portion of the Costs of Acquiring, Constructing and Equipping Parks, 
Community and Recreational Facilities and Related Facilities and the Potential Economic 
Impact that Such Projects will have on the Private Sector 
Mr. Roberts came to the table and explained that the $26,000,000 bond would pay for a 
community center with multi-purpose ball courts, a mezzanine track and a senior center. It 
would also pay for more construction at the sports complex. There are currently four soccer 
fields at the sports complex; this would allow seven more baseball/softball fields. In 
addition, the bond would fund conversion of the current community center to a museum 
that would house both museums in one location.  
 
A voter information pamphlet will be mailed to every Brigham City address at the end of 
September. This will also be posted on the City’s website.  
 
The bonds for the EMS Building and swimming pool will be paid in October 2017. The 
property tax on an average house of $160,000 would be a net increase of $148.93 or a total 
of $215.35.  
 
A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by 
Councilmember Peterson and unanimously carried.  
 
Shanna Hernandez, Perry – Ms. Hernandez said she is a mom of a softball player. Her 
daughter started playing T-ball when she was four years old. She started competitive ball at 
the age of eight. At that time there were no teams in Brigham City. She drove to Roy three 
times a week just for practice. She sat with her 4-5 hours three times a week. There was an 
average of 15 people per team and they stay an average of three nights. They paid an 
average of $139/night for a hotel room. Fifteen girls per team, which is $5,900 per team 
per tournament. Her daughter umpired a tournament in Salt Lake that had 30 teams in one 
age group. They usually do two age groups per weekend, so there could be as many as 60 
teams in Brigham City spending $5,900 per team per weekend. Brigham City would have to 
build more hotels. Their family of four would eat out twice a day at $80/day or $240 per 
weekend.  She would spend $200-$500 a weekend shopping for essential things for her 
daughter, such as a bat, cleats, etc. Gas is between $100-$150 to get there. They were 
spending an average of $1,000 - $1,200 for one player, or approximately $12,000 a year. Her 
daughter is not on drugs; she received an education; she played college softball, all because 
of the experience she had in Brigham City. Tourism is free money to the community, why 
would the citizens turn it away? 
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DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy quoted President John Adams, “Liberty must be 
supported at all hazards.”  He didn’t say that recreation had to be supported, or the senior 
center, or the sports complex. Every person’s right to choose must be protected. 
Government is intruding and telling people what recreation they will pay for. She is all for 
people playing sports, but once they go through the government then it becomes forced; 
people no longer have a choice. Another benefit of using government is to steal from your 
neighbor, indirectly, what they would not attempt to steal directly. How many people 
would go to their neighbor and say they want to steal their money because they want a 
recreation center? No one would do that; but we are doing it when going through the 
government. Government was instituted among men to protect each individual’s right.  She 
hopes the bond does not pass. Those who want to play sports should go back to the private 
sector.   
 
Myranda Hernandez, Perry – Ms. Hernandez works for Brigham City Recreation as an umpire. 
It is difficult to get space. There were times when they crammed into small gyms at the 
school trying to get everyone in. Getting more space would allow Brigham City to sign up 
more participants. It would benefit the kids more than anyone else. They are doing flag 
football on the softball fields. It tears up the softball fields and they need to be maintained. 
It would benefit everyone a lot if the City built the softball complex. It’s not a want; it’s 
more of a need. Playing softball allowed her to do tournaments and go places. She played in 
New York because of a big tournament that was played in Park City. The World Series brings 
in 300-400 families. It benefits everyone, not just Brigham City. She met a lot of people 
through softball and umpiring. She didn’t understand why people would not want this. It 
would be a net profit for the City.  
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Jensen, with a second from Councilmember Farr, 
followed by a unanimous vote, the public hearing was closed.  
 
Councilmember Thompson said this is a big decision for the City. The Council has reviewed 
this with several committees to try and make the best decision. The City is trying to solve 
several upcoming issues with capacity and adequacy of buildings. As the Council reviewed 
options, this seemed like the best option. Over the next 20 years, approximately $35M will 
come into the City just through the sports complex. He felt that it will be a significant 
advantage for the City. 
 
Councilmember Farr said he understands comments about forcing people to pay for 
something they do not want. He was glad the council is not making this decision. The 
citizens will have the opportunity to express their opinion at the election. Everyone should 
vote how they feel. 
 
Councilmember Jensen said one of the comments she has heard from citizens is that they 
feel like the Council is moving fast on this. By the time people are informed and it is on the 
ballot, a few weeks is not enough. She was also glad that it will go to the people to make 
the decision. She agreed that the softball diamonds are needed. She questioned why flag 
football is being played on softball fields when there are utility fields. There have been 
issues with the sports complex. The City has put hundreds of thousands of dollars into it and 
it has been closed except with an appointment. She would like some of these issues 
resolved, but understands that there are a lot of people that have limited budgets. There 
are a lot of people working two part-time jobs with no benefits. There are a lot that cannot 
afford rent. There are a lot that cannot buy a house and are living with family members. 
She would like the Council to make sure that everything is being done to inform citizens on 
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both sides. Councilmember Peterson asked what more she would like done. He added that 
there will be three months for people to decide. The people should know it is going to be on 
the ballot. He did not feel that it has been rushed. The information is available if people 
want to find it. Councilmember Jensen said there are citizens that do not understand what 
is happening with the federal and state government, much less what is happening within 
Brigham City. People are busy; some people are tired; some people are sick; some are 
downtrodden. She said she has personally gone through some personal issues and have not 
had the stomach to fight on some of the issues. She hoped the citizens can forgive her for 
not being as courageous as she has been in the past. People are going through personal 
struggles throughout the City and throughout the nation. Sometimes they do not have time 
to think about a recreation center. She wanted to make sure that the City does everything 
possible to inform the people to understand what the City is trying to do and why.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
George Berkley, Brigham City – Mr. Berkley said he is involved with the senior center as the 
President of the Board of Directors of Box Elder Golden Spike Senior Services. They host a 
lot of events throughout the year to raise funds to feed those who cannot afford to feed 
themselves. A City employee attended a national conference in Washington D.C. They 
learned that within the next 20 years the number of people relying on Meals on Wheels will 
double. The senior center can hardly handle what they have now. Every day they have to 
put up and take down the tables, trying to make the facility work for their many activities. 
Taking care of the sick, the needy, the hungry is something everyone has an obligation to 
do. If the City cannot do it, it will come back to the individual people in the community. 
With the current number of Meals on Wheels, that would mean 2-3 people per day for each 
LDS ward. It would be very difficult for individual groups, but an organization, through the 
senior center, can handle it. They need more facilities. The City has already looked at 
expanding, but there is not enough room. He said the sports complex might be 
questionable. If the City looked at the numbers, it could probably be justified to put money 
into the fields. A new senior center is needed now.  
 
Julianne Larsen, Brigham City – Ms. Larsen said she worked for almost 33 years for an 
organization that dealt almost on a daily basis with people that needed service animals. She 
was concerned with the animal control ordinance that was approved at the last Council 
meeting. She read from Title 2 and Title 3 of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). There 
are five kinds of service dogs defined: hearing, or signal dogs; guide dogs; ssic dogs and 
seizure response dogs. There is another category that the Council said they did not need to 
worry about - psychiatric service dog. She asked the Council to revisit this. She added that 
not only are dogs used as service animals, but miniature horses are also. She also discussed 
the railroad crossing on West Forest. Eight years ago, the 300 North railroad crossing was 
closed. She has had concerns for many years that Forest Street gets blocked and 600 North 
gets blocked. There is nowhere to go. She was concerned with all the businesses being built 
on West Forest and emergency vehicles not having access. The railroad made some 
commitments to Brigham City and she did not think they have kept those commitments. She 
requested the Council to revisit these issues. 
 
Myranda Hernandez, Perry – Ms. Hernandez responded to Councilmember Jensen’s 
comments regarding flag football being played on softball fields. This is because soccer 
fields are booked.  
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Shanna Hernandez, Perry – Ms. Hernandez said she works in the mortgage business and deals 
with county property taxes on a daily basis. Box Elder County has one of the lowest property 
taxes she has seen. People move to Brigham because of the low taxes. Surrounding counties 
have an average tax of $800-$900 a year. Adding $10 a month to property taxes is an 
investment in the community. If citizens don’t invest in the youth now, they will invest in 
them later, whether it be drugs, alcohol, or homelessness.  
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy said property taxes are unconstitutional; it is wrong to 
put a tax on property and people’s livelihood and income. Box Elder County is #1 in 
receiving social security payments. There are a lot of seniors and they are not using 
recreation facilities. They are concerned about keeping a roof over their head, food in their 
stomach and getting their medication. Citizens have to decide whether recreation is a need 
or a want. She said it is a want. Should the government be doing it or should it be private? 
The private sector should be doing it so people aren’t forced to pay for things they do not 
participate in. She said government keeps forcing upon citizens what recreation and 
entertainment activities they should pay for. Once liberty is gone there will be no more 
sports complex; everything will be gone.  
 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Farr attended a UAMPS meeting regarding future power needs. It was very 
informative. He felt that the Director of Power is looking out for the welfare of the 
community and future power needs. With all the technology coming forward it is difficult to 
know what direction Brigham City should go to get the best economic power to the 
community.  
 
Councilmember Jensen said she also went to the UAMPS meeting. She attended a meeting 
for the sesquicentennial celebration for Brigham City in January 2017.  Ms. Jensen 
responded to Ms. Hernandez. The fields she is talking about are located by the high school 
across from the railroad tracks. She was told they have lights. Ms. Hernandez said they are 
booked with soccer games.   
 
Councilmember Thompson said Peach Days was amazing this year. When he drove into town 
Saturday afternoon the streets from 1100 South to 700 South were packed. A lot of people 
came to Brigham City to enjoy this great event. The West Nile Virus has been found in a few 
animals in Box Elder County. Fortunately, it has been a low mosquito year. The efforts that 
the Mosquito Abatement is doing to control this is significant.  
 
Councilmember Peterson also went to the UAMPS conference. There was a presentation on 
small modular reactors that are being developed in Idaho. It was very interesting to see the 
technology and how safe they have made it. He also attended the Utah League Legislative 
Policy Committee meeting. They talked about two issues the League is going to work on. 
The first is to have local government regulate fireworks rather than the state. The other is 
truth in taxation on property taxes. There is an issue with having to notice that property 
taxes are being increased when it is actually lowering them. For example, his City property 
taxes went down this year.  
 
Mayor Vincent also attended the UAMPS conference. He was impressed with what the future 
looks like for energy. The Chamber did a great job with Peach Days. City employees work 
endless hours during Peach Days week. He expressed appreciation to the employees for 
their hard work for this big event.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Consideration of Resolution Providing for the Conduct of the Local Special Bond Election 
to be Held on November 8, 2016, Declaring Official Intent with Respect to Certain 
Expenditures; and Providing for Related Matters (Continued after the Closed Session) 
Mr. Roberts and Ryan Bjerke from Chapman & Cutler came to the table. Mr. Bjerke 
explained that in August the Council adopted the resolution setting forth the ballot 
proposition language. This was filed with the Lt. Governor’s Office. This resolution sets 
forth the time, voting places, poll workers, and delegates the authority to the City Recorder 
as well as the County Clerk. This meets all the remaining Utah Code requirements for the 
City Council. Other timing issues, such as publications and receiving and posting arguments, 
still need to be done, but this is the last official action the Council needs to take. The 
Council has already agreed to go forward with the election; this resolution sets up how that 
will happen. 
 
Councilmember Peterson asked if the ballot can be published earlier than three consecutive 
weeks before the election, as stated in the resolution. Mr. Bjerke explained that there is a 
statutory requirement that it be done three consecutive weeks not less than 21 days or 
more than 35 days before the election, but the City can have it published more than that. 
He added that this notice is expensive to publish.  
 
Councilmember Jensen asked when the arguments against will be made public. Mr. Bjerke 
said there are still deadlines to meet. There were two arguments received. The City 
Recorder has determined which argument will go forward and they have been given a 
deadline to coordinate a new argument. After that, there is another deadline for rebuttals. 
The arguments and rebuttals have to be posted on the City’s website and on the Statewide 
Electronic Voter Information Website by October 7, 2016. The arguments and rebuttals will 
be presented in the October 20th Council meeting. 
 
Councilmember Thompson asked if the arguments will be in the voter information 
pamphlet. Mr. Roberts said the final argument against will probably not be ready by the 
required deadline for the mailing of the pamphlet.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Thompson made a motion to approve the resolution 
providing for the conduct of the local special bond election to be held on 
November 8, seconded by Councilmember Peterson.  
 

Councilmember Farr – aye 
Councilmember Jensen – nay 
Councilmember Peterson – aye 
Councilmember Thompson - aye 
 
The motion carried 3-1.   
 

Proclamation Declaring October 2-8, 2016 as Public Power Week 
Mr. Burnett came forward and stated that Public Power Week recognizes the economic, 
social and environmental contributions of a hometown electrical utility, one of more than 
2,000 across the nation that collectively power the lives of 48 million Americans. Their goal 
is to make Brigham City customers aware of who is providing their power, and that rates are 
kept reasonable because they do not have to pay dividends to stakeholders; returns go back 
into the community. They partner with the American Public Power Association to promote 
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public power, helping community owned utilities deliver superior services through joint 
advocacy, education, and collaboration programs.  
 
Brigham City Public Power has brought lower-cost, safe, reliable electricity to community 
homes and businesses since 1904.  
 
Mr. Burnett read the proclamation declaring October 2-8, 2016 as Public Power Week.  
 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
A motion to adjourn to a closed session to discuss the purchase, exchange or lease of 
property was made by Councilmember Jensen and seconded by Councilmember Peterson. A 
roll call vote was taken with all councilmembers voting aye. The meeting adjourned to a 
closed session at 8:08 p.m.  
 
The Council returned to an open meeting at 8:39 p.m.  
 
Consideration of Resolution Providing for the Conduct of the local Special Bond Election 
to be Held on November 8, 2016, Declaring Official Intent with Respect to Certain 
Expenditures; and Providing for Related Matters (Continued) 
Councilmember Peterson asked Councilmember Jensen if there was something he missed in 
the resolution, and if she had a concern. 
 
Councilmember Jensen said the Council is always complaining that no matter how much the 
City advertises for an event, people are always wondering when it happened. The City could 
start notifying people a year in advance and they would still wonder why they didn’t know 
about it. The GO bond is for $26M and people will have to pay additional property taxes, 
people need to know about it. She didn’t think about the timeline to begin with, but then 
citizens started asking her what it was about. She understands the City wants to get it on 
the November ballot, but it seems there isn’t enough time.   
  
Councilmember Jensen said she voted on the first resolution to place the GO Bond on the 
ballot, but she didn’t feel good about this resolution.  
 
The undersigned duly appointed Recorder for Brigham City Corporation hereby certifies 
that the foregoing is a true, accurate and complete record of the September 15, 2016 City 
Council Meeting.  
 
Dated this 6th day of October 2016. 
 
 
   Mary Kate Christensen    
Mary Kate Christensen, Recorder 

 
 


