
ARTICLE 1.  FIRE PROTECTION GENERALLY  

7-101.              FIRE PREVENTION CODE INCORPORATED.  There is hereby 
incorporated by the city for the purpose of prescribing regulations 
governing conditions hazardous to life and property from fire or 
explosion, that said code known as "Fire Prevention Code," 
recommended by the American Insurance Association, being 
particularly the 1970 edition thereof and the whole thereof, of which 
code not less than three copies have been and are now filed in the 
office of the city clerk of the city as provided by law and the same are 
hereby adopted by reference incorporated as a part of this section as 
fully as if set out at length herein and from the date on which this article 
shall take effect, the provisions thereof shall be controlling within the 
corporate limits of the city.  (Code 1974, 7-101)  

7-102.              PREVENTION OF FIRES; FIRE CHIEF; INSPECTIONS.  
Inspections by the fire chief for the prevention of fires shall be as 
follows: 

(a)        The fire chief of the city shall, in accordance with the 
provisions of ordinances of the city and the laws of Kansas, take all 
prudent measures to prevent all fires on any premises or place within 
the city limits.  The fire chief, or a member or members of the fire 
department under his or her direction, may, whenever he or she has 
reason to believe that the safety of persons or property from the 
hazards of fire demand and as often as he may deem proper, enter 
upon any premises, yards or buildings within the city to examine and 
inspect the same. The fire chief shall also visit and inspect all places or 
yards where explosives, petroleum or its products, oils, paints, ashes, 
straw, hay, shavings, kindling, waste paper or other combustible refuse 
may be kept or stored for the purposes of this article. 

(b)        The fire chief is authorized to direct or cause the owner or 
tenant of any of the aforesaid buildings, premises or places to make 
such alterations in the kind, management or keeping of such buildings 
or places and the storage, use or handling of such materials as will 
remove or lessen the likelihood of fire and may order the removal of all 
materials kept, stored, handled or used in violation of ordinance or law. 

(K.S.A. 31-201, 31-204; Code 1974, 7-102)  

7-103.              FIRE HAZARDS; UNLAWFUL ACTS.  Any situation, condition, 
activity, object or substance conducive to the outbreak or spreading of 
fire in the city is declared to be a fire hazard and it shall be unlawful for 
any person to cause or create any such condition or situation within the 
city or to permit or suffer to be on any premises under his, her or their 



control any activity, object or substance conducive to or likely to cause 
the outbreak of fire except as may otherwise be provided by ordinance 
or the laws of Kansas. (Code 1974, 7-103)  

7-104.              (Reserved) 

7-105.              BURNING; REGULATIONS.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
dispose of any garbage or trash by burning; provided however, that 
weeds, grass and leaves may be burned, except within the boundary of 
the fire zone 1; elsewhere the hours of burning are between 12:00 noon 
and sundown; nothing in this section shall be construed to allow the 
disposition of garbage and trash by means of burning same in any type 
incinerator.  (Ord. 687, Sec. 3)  

7-106.              VEHICLES TO CLEAR STREET.  Upon the sounding of the fire 
alarm, or if the same fail to sound, immediately upon the starting of the 
fire apparatus, all pedestrians shall immediately leave all streets within 
the city, and all vehicles shall immediately be driven to the curb and 
stopped, until the course of the fire apparatus is determined; and no 
person or vehicle (except a vehicle containing one or more firefighters 
on their way to the fire) shall enter into or be driven upon the street or 
streets occupied by the fire apparatus until the apparatus shall have 
passed; nor shall any person or vehicle follow the apparatus at a 
distance of less than 300 feet.  (Code 1974, 6-106)  

7-107.              PERSONS AT FIRE; REGULATIONS.  No person other than 
firefighters in the discharge of their duty and persons especially invited 
or commanded by the fire chief, shall come within less than 50 feet of 
any fire hydrant in use or the hose lines, or other fire apparatus; nor 
shall any person other than firefighters in the discharge of their duty and 
others especially invited or commanded by the fire chief, and persons 
having a proprietary interest in the property, enter upon the premises 
where any property is burning, nor within 50 feet thereof.  (Code 1974, 
6-107)  

7-108.              FIRE CHIEF; CONTROL AT FIRES.  The chief of the fire 
department shall have full power, control or command over all persons 
whomsoever present at fires; shall direct the use of all fire apparatus 
and equipment and command all firefighters in the discharge of their 
duties.  The fire chief shall take such measures as he or she may deem 
necessary in the preservation and protection of property and the 
extinguishing of fires. If in his or her judgment it shall at any time be 
necessary he or she may extend the limits hereinbefore provided within 
which the general public shall not approach the fire plugs, fire apparatus 
and burning property to such extent as seems to him or her necessary 
and advisable.  (Code 1974, 6-108)  



7-109.              RECORDS OF CHIEF.  The chief of the fire department shall 
keep in convenient form a complete record of all fires.  Such information 
shall include the time and location, construction of building, owner, 
occupancy, how extinguished, value of building and contents, insurance 
on building and contents, members responding to the alarm and any 
other information deemed advisable.  (Code 1974, 6-109)  

7-110.              ASSISTANT CHIEF; POWERS AND DUTIES.  In the absence of 
the chief, the assistant chief shall perform all the duties and have all the 
authority and responsibility of the chief as conferred by this article.  
(Code 1974, 6-110)  

7-111.              FIRE APPARATUS; RIGHT-OF-WAY OVER STREET.  All fire 
apparatus and equipment is hereby given and granted the exclusive 
right-of-way over and through all streets, avenues, alleys and public 
thoroughfares in the city while in route to fires or in response to any 
alarm of fire, and no person or persons shall in any manner obstruct or 
hinder the apparatus as aforesaid. (Code 1974, 6-111) 

7-112.              FIRE HYDRANTS; OBSTRUCTION UNLAWFUL.  No person 
shall place or cause to be placed upon or about any fire hydrant any 
rubbish, building material, fence or other obstruction of any character 
whatsoever, in any manner to obstruct, hinder or delay the fire 
department in the performance of its duties in case of fire.  (Code 1974, 
6-112)  

Ref.:  Vehicle Parking, See Standard Traffic Ordinance, Section 84.  

7-113.              FALSE FIRE ALARM.  It shall be unlawful for any person or 
persons to make or sound or cause to be made or sounded or by any 
other means any false alarm of fire without reasonable cause.  (Code 
1974, 6-113)  

7-114.              USE OF EQUIPMENT; UNLAWFUL ACTS.  No person or 
persons shall use any fire apparatus or equipment for any private 
purpose, nor shall any person willfully and without proper authority 
remove, take away, keep or conceal any tool, appliance or other article 
used in any way by the fire department.  (Code 1974, 6-114)  

7-115.              PENALTY.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
article shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined in any sum not exceeding $100, or 
be imprisoned not to exceed three months, or be both so fined and imprisoned. 
(Code 1974, 7-106)  


