
Hi All! 

They say that all good things must come to an end.  And so it goes with Prairie Shop Quilts.  Wait, what 

was that, the sound of thousands of quilters fainting?  It is true, after 9 ½ years we have decided to close 

PSQ and no, I’m not kidding.   

“Why????” (yes, I can hear you screaming that!) Well, I’m going to be completely honest with you.  I 

know that when I read an obituary I always want to know how that person passed but it never says, 

right? So here it goes.   

There are two reasons we have made the decision to close at this time.  One is financial but it’s not why 

you may think.  I am proud to say that in the 9 ½ years we have owned the shop we have ALWAYS been 

financially solvent and have grown each year.  But, in order to buy the shop back in 2006 we took out a 

loan and it is now time to pay the piper or refinance.  So Patrick, Amelia and I sat down and talked it out.  

We could refinance and keep things going but…9 ½ years is a long time to run a small business and like 

Oprah (yes, I DID just compare myself to Oprah!) I’d like to go out while I’m still having fun. While I still 

can get up and go to work with a smile on my face and while I can still be proud of the business we have.   

The quilting world has changed so much in the last ten years.  In 2006 very little shopping was done on-

line.  No one had heard of “precuts” and learning how to piece, bind, or quilt on YouTube was not an 

option.  I’m not saying these are all bad things but they have changed the nature of quilt shops and I find 

myself often longing for “the good old days.”  

I happen to think that PSQ has always had the best, most knowledgeable and friendliest staff and 

teachers around and that’s just something you won’t find on the Internet.     

And the second reason we’ve made this decision is simple – quality of life.  I have owned PSQ since I was 

35 years old.  Amelia was 7 when we bought the shop.  My grandma was in her late eighties and my 

parents were in their sixties.  Patrick and I are now quickly approaching 45 (yikes!), Amelia is 16 and 

leaving for college in less than two years.  My Grandma is 97 and my parents are in their 70’s.  Mr. 

Peabody was a mere puppy back then and now he’s a “Senior” as my vet recently reminded me.  I want 

to spend time with all of them.  The people we love are gone too soon from our lives and right now I 

simply don’t have the time to give them.  I don’t want to look back in ten years and regret the missed 

opportunities, the time I could have spent with my friends and family but didn’t. 

I hope you ALL know how much it has meant to me that I have had this unique opportunity to meet so 

many wonderful people and to be a part of your lives.  Making this decision was one of the hardest 

things I have ever had to do, but now that the decision is made, I know it’s the right thing for me and my 

family and so I know you will understand and support it.   

So that’s the bad news but there is still some good news, too (I promise!) 

1) Our plan is to reopen after the Thanksgiving Holiday and let the sales begin.  Starting Monday, 

November 30 EVERYTHING in the store is 25% off.  Although it is likely that discounts will 

increase until inventory is exhausted, your favorite fabrics may not last very long so come in 



early and often for best selection.  The plan is to close our doors by January 31 at the latest and 

possibly sooner. 

2) Another reason I’m closing the shop is so that I can focus on long arm quilting for customers.  I 

have discovered over the years that this is my true passion, and I want the time to be able to 

really focus on this aspect of the business so that I can increase my skills in the area of custom 

quilting and, at the same time, decrease my turn around time.  So, for my current customers all 

of your quilts will continue to be done by me in a timely and professional manner.  I live less 

than 2 miles from PSQ and will work with you to make the transition to a home based business 

easy and painless.  We will continue to accept quilts at the shop until the day we close and from 

there on we’ll make arrangements for pick up/drop off. 

3) Classes at PSQ will continue through the end of the year and I’m sure our wonderful teachers 

will find other places to teach in the area so you can all continue to learn from their expertise. 

4) Everything in the store must go including the Long Arm, the book cases, the samples and all of 

the shop decorations for as low as $5.  We’ll try to get everything priced in the next week.   

5) We hope to make the closing as easy and painless as possible on everyone.  If you run a bee or 

group that meets at PSQ, email or call me and I’ll help find you a new meeting place.   

6) Thankfully there are still a few wonderful quilt shops left in our area that we all should continue 

to support.  

I do know that this news will come as a shock to most of you, but please know that it was not an easy or 

quick decision.  We’ve been thinking about this for a while but in the last few weeks I have come to 

realize that the timing is right for me and for my family. 

And so begins the next chapter.  Thanks for playing such a big and important part of the last 9 ½ years of 

my life.   

Bonita 
 

Prairie Shop Quilts 

"Quilting With a Mission" 
1911 West Wilson Street 
Batavia, Illinois 60510 
630-406-0237 
info@prairieshopquilts.com 
www.prairieshopquilts.com 
 
And “like” us on Facebook 
 

NEW Shop Hours 

Monday through Friday - 10 am to 4 pm 
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Thursday – 10 am to 8 pm   
Saturday – 10 am to 5 pm  
Sunday – Noon to 4 pm 
 


