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MINUTES OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF 

GARDEN CITY, UTAH 
 

The Garden City Town Council held their regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, November 

12, 2014 at the Garden City Lakeview Building located at 69 N. Paradise Parkway, Building C. 

Mayor Spuhler opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Town Council Members present: 

 

 John Spuhler, Mayor 

 Darin Pugmire 

 Chuck Stocking 

 Bess Huefner, via speaker phone 

 Bruce Warner 

 

  

Others Present: 

 

Kathy Hislop   Sandra Carlson 

Riley Argyle  Natalie Hirschi 

 Zan Murray  Stephanie Carlson 

 Danny White  Tony Crowson 

 Anita Weston  Cindy McLaughlin 

 Skip Duffin  Joey Stocking 

 Mike Madsen  Connor Ward 

 Pat Argyle  

 

 

 

Roll Call 

 

Mayor Spuhler asked for a roll call of Council Members present:  Mayor Spuhler, Council 

Member Stocking, Council Member Pugmire, Council Member Huefner via speaker phone, and 

Council Member Warner. 

 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on October 9, 2014 

 

Council Member Warner made the motion to accept the minutes of the Town Council meeting 

held on October 9, 2014. Council Member Pugmire seconded the motion. A roll call vote was 

taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, 

for; Council Member Huefner, for via e-mail; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried. 
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Business License Discussion/Approval 
Xtreme Movement Dance Company, request to have a dance studio and offer dance classes at 50 

S Bear Lake Blvd, the basement of Firehouse Pizza. April Wuthrich 

 

Council Member Warner said that he didn’t have any issues with this business license. 

 

Council Member Warner moved to accept the business for Xtreme Movement Dance Company, 

whose owner is April Wuthrich, to be approved to have a business at 50 S. Bear Lake Blvd.  

Council Member Pugmire seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken: Council Member 

Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; Council Member 

Huefner, for via e-mail; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried 

 

Discussion/Approval of the request for a Covenant to Run with the Land, Peter and Bethann 

Matousek.  Parcel #41-21-32-012 and 41-21-32-013 

 

The Council said that there were no issues with this request. 

 

Council Member Pugmire made the motion to approve the request of a Covenant to Run with the 

land for Peter and Bethann Matousek for parcel 41-21-32-012 and 41-21-32-013. Council 

Member Stocking seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken: Council Member Pugmire, 

for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; Council Member Huefner, for 

via e-mail; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried 

 

Discussion/Approval of annexation petition request to annex 41-17-00-079, 41-17-00-080, 

41-17-00-082, and 41-17-00-083. Properties are owned by SK Properties, Bear Hollow II, 

LLC., Charles & Marta Earl, and Dee Hildt 
 

Mayor Spuhler explained the property that will be included in this annexation.  This motion will 

just start the process, and accepts the petitions for the annexation. 

 

Council Member Warner made the motion to go through the process to potentially annex the 

island that was discussed. Council Member Pugmire seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 

taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, 

for; Council Member Huefner, for via e-mail; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried 

 

Bear Lake Community Health Care Center requesting Garden City sponsor them with the 

Community Development Block Grant 
 

Mayor Spuhler explained that we don’t qualify for this grant anymore because we don’t meet the 

low to moderate income threshold, but we can sponsor non-profit organizations.  The Health 

Center is requesting that Garden City sponsor them for this grant. 

 

Mayor Spuhler suggested that they build a helicopter pad, which would benefit the city.  The 

Council agreed that it would be a great idea for the grant. 
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Council Member Stocking made the motion to accept the Bear Lake Community Health Care 

Center request for Garden City to sponsor them in the Community Development Block Grant. 

Council Member Pugmire seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken: Council Member 

Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; Council Member 

Huefner, for via e-mail; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried 

 

Public Comments, 2 minute time limit 

 

Mayor Spuhler opened the meeting up for public comments but there were no comments from 

the audience  

 

Discussion regarding the Beach Management Plan, Danny White 

 

Mr. White explained that he is working on a plan to actively maintain some nice sandy beach.  

He will work to get the best value to the city and the community. He said that it is a balance to 

get the best value as well as working with the natural resources. 

 

Council Member Warner said that he has talked to a lot of the community members and our 

economic viability in the town depends on the visitors that come here. Improving the beaches is 

to our economic development. Mr. White said that he did a survey and the overwhelming 

response was to improve the environment, which includes the beaches. 

 

Mr. White said that he has tried to find out what drives people north and it is primarily the weeds 

on the beach.  Mayor Spuhler said that Idaho beaches are governed different than Utah. Mayor 

Spuhler explained that the city has approved 330 acres for the study on the beaches. We are 

hoping to be able to improve about 2.2 miles of beach with this permit. Mayor Spuhler said that 

he feels we would have a lot of community assistance on this project.  

 

Mr. White said that he should be able to get his work done, so he can submit the application, by 

mid December.  

 

Council Member Pugmire will discuss this with the County Commissioners to see if they want to 

work with us and extend the project area into the county. 

 

Council Member Warner motion to approve spending $8050 for 330 acres to expand our mitigate 

and approval efforts as has been outlined.  It seems very inexpensive for a big benefit down the 

road. Council Member Stocking asked if this was for the 400 acres. Mr. White said that it has 

been reduced to 330 acres. Mayor Spuhler suggested that we include education to the motion. 

Council Member Warner said that this proposal is written on a document called Envirocentric 

Design, from Danny white, city planner, and we discussed over 300 acres. Earlier we discussed 

that the City Council can become acquainted with the delineation and the boundaries so we could 

help educate the public on what we could manipulate at the appropriate time, to be included in 

the motion. Council Member Stocking seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: Council 

Member Pugmire, opposed; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; 

Mayor Spuhler, for. Council Member Pugmire said that he would like more time to think about 

this. Motion carried  
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Discussion/Approval regarding the town’s intent to seek grant or loan funding from the 

Utah Community Impact Board.  

 

Mayor Spuhler said that this is a grant loan funding for a management plan.  We are requesting a 

grant for $40,000 for a long term, 20 year plan for beach management.  Council Member 

Huefner said that this is already in the process; we have already applied for it. Mr. White said 

that it is already on their agenda but we need to have a public hearing before it is awarded, and it 

should be awarded in February.  

 

Mr. White explained that this will be like our General Plan, but specifically how we manage the 

beach. 

 

Mayor Spuhler said that this is scheduled for discussion during the public hearing. 

 

Council Member Warner moved to close the regular meeting and open the Public Hearing at 

6:05 p.m. Council Member Stocking seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: Council 

Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; Mayor 

Spuhler, for. Motion carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Mayor Spuhler asked for a roll call of Council Members present:  Mayor Spuhler, Council 

Member Stocking, Council Member Pugmire, Council Member Huefner via speaker phone, and 

Council Member Warner. 

 

Discussion regarding the town’s intent to seek grant or loan funding from the Utah 

Community Impact Board. The Town Council is seeking grant or loan funding from the Utah 

Community Impact Bard (CIB) in order to complete a Beach Management Plan. The grant 

request is $40,000 with a Garden City match of $20,000. 

 

Mayor Spuhler explained that the CIB is a group that will decide who gets funded for different 

projects.  Mr. Murray explained that the CIB uses funds from resource taxes that come primarily 

from central and southeast Utah.  They fund projects in the areas where the mining or mineral 

extraction takes place. So they are favorable in funding larger projects in those areas.  In other 

areas of the state they do provide grants, which Garden City has taken advantage of that for 

planning. 

 

Mayor Spuhler asked the audience if they have any questions regarding this project and the 

process for the CIB grant.  There were no comments from the audience. 

 

Council Member Stocking asked if this is for planning, not for any of the work.  Mr. White said 

that is correct, it is just for planning and he originally asked for $25,000.  He said that he is not 

sure how it was bumped up to $40,000.  

 

Mayor Spuhler said that he is not sure of what we are going to do with the money.  Mr. White 

said that he has an outline of what he will be doing with this project. Mayor Spuhler said that he 
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would like to put this off and look through the outline so he understands this better. Council 

Member Huefner said that we do have the Corp of Engineer on board with us right now and we 

do have the winter time to do the planning. The summers are so busy to be doing the work. She 

said that if the Council doesn’t have time to work on this tonight then it won’t get worked on 

before Christmas.  Mayor Spuhler said that he understands that he saw it back in May but now 

we need to take the time on this and make sure we know what we are looking at. He feels that 

things slow down this time of year and we can take the time to know what we are looking at.  

 

Council Member Warner asked Council Member Huefner to explain this and remind us of the 

details now so we know if we want to delay this now or not. Mr. White went through the bullet 

points of the project vision.   

 

 He explained that the first point would be to look at the key issues,  

 What are our limiting factors to use or not use the beach?  

 What are our current conditions and inventories so people can get to the beach?  

 What are our constraints?  

 Identifying natural resources that we want to protect. 

 What are our Transportation factors 

 Listing our current facilities. 

 Recommendations about beach access, future facilities, where can look for additional 

public property. 

 How we can work with the Army Corp as the lake fluctuates. 

 

The Council discussed this at length, including spending this much money for a planning 

document.  They also discussed knowing what type of a project can be done based on the 

planning. Mayor Spuhler said that lake is very fickle depending on the water levels. Mayor 

Spuhler said that he feels that we could identify 90% of what was listed in the bullet points. 

Council Member Warner said that we are working on this now, we know what we want to do, 

and the planning efforts are crossing over each other.  He said that it seems like a duplication. He 

said that we should cut out some of the areas and cut some of the cost of this. Mr. White said that 

when they talked to the Governor he wanted this project to go forward for the beach. Mayor 

Spuhler said that the Governor didn’t know that we already did a plan called the Bear Lake 

Valley Blue Print, which has a lot of this information. There are pieces and parts that have 

already been done.  

 

Council Member Pugmire said that we could do more meetings and planning which would cut 

some of the cost of this project. Mr. Murray said that it is important to understand that these 

planning documents are what companies look for to help get money to do the actual work. They 

like these documents to make sure you have thought through the process. 

 

Council Member Warner said that there are areas where the city has needs that we are not 

planning for at all.  We have a need to determine how to take care of our growth, which is 

coming. It will be more and more pressure on us. We need to work on the things in town to make 

this a better place to live and make it more attractive to year round residents.  We need to work 

on those things. 
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Council Member Huefner said that our focus is the wonderful beach that we have. We have done 

a lot of things that will make our beach a great place. The problem is the future; in 20 years will 

we have done enough planning to make sure that we are wise in how we handle the beach. The 

last 40 years we have done many things, but we have never had anything in writing, it was all 

just a guess. Even with a document it could happen again, but the document could be used to go 

after the moneys that we need. If we don’t want to spend that amount of money we can revise the 

budget. 

 

Council Member Huefner said that we have worked hard on this and she would like to see it 

finished, but we don’t have to spend $20,000 on it, but we need to have a beginning of a plan. 

 

Mayor Spuhler said that the beach is very important to the economics of the area, but we need to 

do other things for the community.  We need to start thinking a little bit bigger than that.  We 

should be thinking about an economic development plan other than a beach management plan.  

He said that he would like to wait and look at the bullet points to determine what we want to 

work on and add economic development to this proposal. 

 

Mr. White said that the CIB has their own planning team that would look at the economic drivers 

so we can utilize them for that type of planning.  He said that we can restructure the way we do 

the plan and use the CIB more.  It would be up to them to do the in-kind work or just give us the 

money.  

 

The beach is just one resource for the city, it is the main resource but there are other resources 

that haven’t been tapped yet. The way the city is going to grow is to have year round 

opportunities for people to enjoy.  

 

Council Member Stocking made the motion to closed the public hearing on the discussion of the 

town’s intent to seek a grant or loan funding from the Utah Community Impact Bard (CIB) and 

re-open the regular session of the Town Council meeting at 6:47 p.m. Council Member Pugmire 

seconded the motion. Mayor Spuhler asked for a roll call of Council Members present:  Mayor 

Spuhler, Council Member Stocking, Council Member Pugmire, and Council Member Warner. 

 

Short Term Rental Discussion 

 

Council Member Pugmire explained that the Planning Commission is working on creating zones 

for short term rentals.  What was discussed during their last meeting is to go with what the HOA 

allow.  If it is allowed in a HOA then it would be allowed, if it’s not allowed in an HOA then it 

would not be allowed in that zone. If you don’t have an HOA it doesn’t fall within that then it’s 

not allowed.  

 

Ms. Pat Argyle said that her concern is that she feels that government is too much in all of our 

business.  And now you want to say to people that are in the city and not in a subdivision that 

they can’t do short term rentals. She said that it is one more attack on businesses.  She said that if 

we negate STR in the city then it would be disastrous.  Mayor Spuhler said that it is not to 

completely take away STR’s it is to follow the HOA’s. He said that we have been in conflict 

with HOA’s in the past.  
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Ms. Argyle said that the Planning Commission has discussed that if you are not in an HOA you 

would be grandfathered if you are already renting but wouldn’t be allowed to after the zones are 

changed. Council Member Pugmire said that is correct. 

 

Council Member Warner said that he would like to see the ordinance state that if the HOA is 

opposed to rentals then by city ordinance it’s not permitted.  Maybe that is the balance the 

community wants to have. He said that there are people that want to come to Garden City but 

they want an assurance that STR’s aren’t allowed in their area. 

 

Mayor Spuhler said that STR’s have been good to our area from a tax perspective, but there are 

also impacts, i.e. the amount of water usage in a STR. There are things that happen that we need 

to look at, but it would be reasonable that if an HOA doesn’t want rentals then people should 

have the choice to live in the HOA and not expect to have a STR. 

 

Mr. Joey Stocking said that good neighbor laws should apply to everybody; it shouldn’t 

discriminate against short term rentals. There are other ways to deal with those problems. 

 

Council Member Warner said that he would like to see the community developed like a good 

clean, good looking community, so it doesn’t look like it is a jumbled up mess. We need to 

accommodate the various needs and strike a balance.  He said that we have a lot of discussion to 

move forward on this issue. 

 

Mayor Spuhler said that he feels the HOA balance seems to make sense. If someone bought in an 

HOA that doesn’t allow STR’s then it seems clear to not allow HOA’s in that subdivision, but if 

you don’t live in an HOA that is part of living in the community.  He said that we do get a lot of 

tax revenue from these STR. A hotel with the right type of approach should work. 

 

Council Member Pugmire said that he would like to see the zones that are allowed for the HOA’s 

that allow STR, other than that they are not allowed, except the ones that are grandfathered in. 

He said that the Planning Commission is working on this during their meetings. 

 

Discussion regarding the town’s intent to seek grant or loan funding from the Utah 

Community Impact Board. The Town Council is seeking grant or loan funding from the Utah 

Community Impact Bard (CIB) in order to complete a Beach Management Plan. The grant 

request is $40,000 with a Garden City match of $20,000. 

 

Council Member Stocking made the motion to table the discussion and approval regarding the 

town’s intent to seek grant or loan funding from the Utah Community Impact Board until next 

month so we can look into it a little further.  Council Member Pugmire seconded the motion.  All 

in favor and the motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 

 

Miscellaneous Items 

 

Discussion regarding Mike Madsen’s water line contract extension 

 

Mr. Mike Madsen explained that his purpose is to address the agreement that he has with the city 

regarding the city water line that he installed to his property along the highway to the Westlake 

Development. The agreement with the city states that any future development that would occur 

there then the developer would contribute to that line. He said that there has been no 

development during the past years so he could recoup his cost to put that system in, so he is 

requesting that the city extend the time limit on the agreement. It would be a benefit for him and 

for the development.  He paid all the costs for the extension of the city line to his development of 

Westlake Subdivision.   

 

Mayor Spuhler said that he felt that it is reasonable to extend the agreement so Mr. Madsen can 

recoup his investment, but he doesn’t want it to go on too long.  He suggested an additional 10 

years. 

 

Mr. Riley Argyle suggested that we work with Mr. Madsen. He said that he would like 

something in writing that states that if the city needs to connect a current existing customer onto 

that line then we would be allowed to do that.  He said that we shouldn’t have to pay for that, 

especially where we do the maintenance on the line. He also suggested that we get a firm figure 

of what Mr. Madsen will charge to connect to that line so it is a lot simpler so we all know what 

the charges will be. He said that Mr. Madsen can charge whatever he needs but feels that we 

should know what he will charge. The Council felt that a new customer needs to work with Mr. 

Madsen and we don’t need to be involved in that conversation.  It’s better that we are not 

engaged in the issue with Mr. Madsen.   

 

Mayor Spuhler agreed that we should have something in writing as Mr. Argyle explained for the 

current customer connection to that water line. Mr. Madsen said that he isn’t against that, but he 

wants something if the entire 3” line goes bad on the east side of the highway.  He said that he 

would like half the cost of the installation. 

 

Mr. Murray said that the value of that line drops in time. He said that it is appropriate and his 

recommendation that the city have the price of the line done right now. 

 

Mayor Spuhler asked Mr. Murray to come up with an agreement that would be fair for Mr. 

Madsen and the city.  Mr. Murray said that he could do that for the city. 

 

The Council was okay with extending the agreement 10 additional years.  

 

Discussion regarding the parking on 350 South, Sandra & Stephanie Carlson 

 

Ms. Carlson explained that they met with Mr. Murray and Council Member Pugmire regarding 

the parking along 350 south.  They have some issues and concerns with the striping and the code 

issues with the plans.  They have ideas that they would like to bring to the Council.  She said that 
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they have issues with the access to their property because of the striping. They also have a gate 

that has been blocked because of the handicap parking.  

 

She said that the width of the travel lane is only 22’ wide. She said that the average width of a 

travel lane is about 24’ wide.  She said that the Municipal Code states that the parking stalls are 

to be 9’ but our parking stalls are only 8’. 

 

Mr. Murray said that we can take out one of the parking stalls so they can access the main gate.  

He said that we can take the handicap stalls and move them over a couple and take out the ones 

that are in front of their lower gate.  It would eliminate only about 3 stalls.  This can all be done 

when we are ready to stripe 150 S next spring. 

 

Ms. Carlson asked about parking there overnight. She is concerned that people will park too 

close and hit their fence.  Mayor Spuhler said that there will not be overnight parking, we will 

get signs installed.  

 

Mr. Murray said that he tried to use a swale against the sidewalk to eliminate having the parking 

chucks. The parking chucks are somewhat of a maintenance nightmare.   

 

Ordinance Discussion/Approval 

 

Council Member Huefner was no longer in attendance during the meeting. 

 

Ordinance #14-14, an ordinance adding the definition of Gross Leasable Area 

 

Council Member Pugmire said that originally this ordinance would require more parking, but the 

Planning Commission changed this ordinance to make it more of what we are looking for with 

our parking ordinance.  

 

Council Member Pugmire made the motion to approve Ordinance #14-14, an ordinance adding 

the definition of Gross Leasable Area. Council Member Pugmire seconded the motion. A roll 

call vote was taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council 

Member Warner, for; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried. 

  

 

Ordinance #14-15, an ordinance creating a hotel/motel zone within the Garden City town limits 

 

Council Member Stocking said that it will be the vacation rentals that make it so that hotels will 

come to this area. The reason that hotels/motels don’t make it during the winter is because there 

is too much cost to run during the winter. Vacation rentals don’t have the cost of the business 

during the winter, so it will be them that keep people coming up here during the off season and 

growing enough to the point that eventually we get the bigger businesses so the hotels/motels 

will make it year round. 

 

Council Member Warner said that he feels that this ordinance is very important and the Planning 

Commission should be here to explain it to us.  Council Member Pugmire said that they spent a 
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lot of time on this ordinance and they have walked the property.  The Council could have been 

included in the process if they wanted more information. 

 

Mayor Spuhler said that we need to express to the Planning Commission that we appreciate what 

they have done and their hard work.  The Council would like to have them come to the Council 

meeting to explain their thoughts to the Council regarding this ordinance.  

 

The Council discussed the best place for the hotel/motel zone, where it is proposed and if it 

would be good to include the property along the beach. The Council agreed with the map that the 

Planning Commission has presented. 

 

Ms. Hislop asked the Council if they are creating a hotel/motel zone or is this an overlay? If this 

is a hotel/motel zone it will only allow what is listed in the hotel/motel zone. Council Member 

Warner said that it has permitted uses in the hotel/motel zone. The Council agreed that it is a 

hotel/motel zone, not an overlay. 

 

Council Member Warner made the motion to accept the hotel motel zone as drafted by the 

Planning Commission.  Council Member Stocking asked if we are creating the zone have the 

property owners been notified.  It was stated that they have been notified and a public hearing 

was held during the last Planning Commission meeting. Council Member Pugmire said that the 

way the ordinance is written, if it’s a hotel, the height regulations allow for special 

considerations. He said that he should be able to build a house that is 100 feet tall. Council 

Member Stocking said that it can’t exceed the height for the underlying residential zone. Council 

Member Pugmire asked if the setbacks will change for a residential home. Mayor Spuhler said 

that they may have to request a variance. Council Member Pugmire seconded the motion.  A roll 

call vote was taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council 

Member Warner, for; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance #14-18, an ordinance stating that all subdivision should be surveyed 

 

It was explained that the ordinance didn’t require a survey of each lot for a subdivision 

development.  This is just to make a change to the ordinance. 

 

Council Member Warner made the motion to approve Ordinance #14-18, an ordinance stating 

that all subdivision should be surveyed. Council Member Pugmire seconded the motion. A roll 

call vote was taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council 

Member Warner, for; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance #14-19, an ordinance stating that homes can be built in all commercial zones 

 

Council Member Warner said that we need to move toward having less conflict in commercial 

uses.  To have homes being built in our commercial areas create a confused land use. It creates 

values to have commercial in commercial and subdivisions in residential areas. 

 

The Council said that they would like to know more from the Planning Commission on why they 

would like this ordinance and their reason for this ordinance. 
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Council Member Pugmire made the motion to table ordinance #14-19 and pass the information 

back to the Planning Commission and give them the reason why we want them to look at a 

different avenue. Council Member Stocking seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: 

Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; 

Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried.   

 

Discussion/Approval of Zone changes to the current zoning map. The proposed changes 

include 4 new Hotel/Motel zones. 

 

Council Member Pugmire made the motion to approve the zone changes on the current map that 

are outlined in the 4 new hotel/motel zones as written. Council Member Warner seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, 

for; Council Member Warner, for; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried. 

 

Tour of Utah Discussion 
 

The Tour of Utah is requesting that Garden City participate with the race route and be the host 

for the end of the race. The race is August 4, 2015. Mayor Spuhler would like to help and have 

the marketing but it would be extremely difficult during the middle of the summer. 

 

The Council determined that week is Raspberry Days and a big week already with a lot of people 

in town.  The Council agreed not to be a host for the Tour of Utah in 2015. 

 

Discussion of recent meeting regarding potential annexation of the Sweetwater area-

primarily the area involved in three HOA’s. 
 

Council Member Warner explained that this involves 3 different HOA’s, Sweetwater Park, the 

Golf Course, and the Mobile Home Park. They are all in the same water system.  Council 

Member Warner would have to agree that we had at least 20 years to bring it up to standard.  The 

problem we would have would be the roads.  He said that we could engage a transportation tax 

and use that to improve and maintain their roads.  

 

We would also have to put water meters on the trailers in the trailer park, because they do not 

have meters at this time. There are 300 meters that would need to be installed at over $450 each. 

That is just the meter; it doesn’t include the barrel, etc. 

 

Council Member Warner said that it is the HOA that are championing the annexation. He felt 

that the city would be receptive to this proposal. 

 

They also don’t have the capacity to pump enough water; they do have the rights to enough 

water for their system. Their water system does have some major problems such as the shallow 

lines, which would be a big expense. 

 

Mr. Argyle said that the roads don’t meet our standards and it may take a variance to accept them 

without them meeting our ordinances. Council Member Warner said that they are high quality 

and they do maintain them well. 
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Mayor Spuhler said that the water is a big concern, but they have been talking about an SID to 

improve the system and he feels that would be a good solution. That way they are taking care of 

their own problems and everyone in town won’t pay for their water issues. 

 

Mr. Argyle said that he is concerned with the labor and maintenance to take care of the roads. He 

said that the cost and the extra manpower would be extreme.  Ms. Hislop said that if you take 

over Sweetwater roads and maintain them the city would have to take over roads in subdivisions 

that are in the city limits that currently maintain their own roads. 

 

Mayor Spuhler said that they are a part of our community, but when we discussed this earlier we 

stated that in order for them to come into the city they would have to create an SID for the water 

and exempt out the roads. Then they would have to determine if being a part of the city is worth 

them paying the additional property taxes. Council Member Pugmire said that if we create the 

ordinance prohibiting short term rentals then they might consider that for the annexation. 

 

Mayor Spuhler said that we will wait to see what they come back with as a proposal to the city. 

 

Miscellaneous Items 
Discussion regarding a new transportation tax 

 

Mayor Spuhler explained that there are a lot of cities that have a transportation tax. 

 

It was explained that to impose a new tax we would need to have an election, so we could do a 

special election or wait until the municipal election next November. Mayor Spuhler said that we 

need to find out what the benefits would be before we consider this tax.  He said that he wants to 

experience things such as using the shuttle more, but he wants to know what the costs and the 

benefits are. 

 

The Council agreed to table this tax. 

 

Discussion regarding the new ice skating rink  

 

The Council decided to do the skating rink on the heritage pond. The new skates that were given 

to the city were very nice. We need to get rid of the old skates. 

  

Discussion regarding Christmas lights 

 

The lights and Christmas tree will go at Raspberry Square. The city will pay the electric bill from 

Pugstones. We will also purchase lights to go around the poles. 

 

Discussion regarding a Christmas light contest, Andrew Stokes  

 

Mr. Stokes would like to have a Christmas decoration contest and Ace will sponsor it and give 

away nice prizes. The judges will be Council Member Pugmire, Council Member Stocking, and 

Council Member Warner. 
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Discussion regarding zone changes for short term rentals, Council Member Pugmire 

 

Council Member Stocking said that he was never for the zones. He said that he feels that by 

creating the zones we will be enforcing HOA rules and we shouldn’t be enforcing HOA rules. 

He said that HOA’s are there and they are their own entity. He said that we shouldn’t get 

involved in enforcing HOA rules. 

 

Council Member Pugmire said that it is to create a zone based on what we feel. This was just to 

bring it up to let the Planning Commission know that we are involved in this. 

 

Council Member Reports 

 

Council Member Stocking stated that the Library wants to order a terminal so they can accept 

credit cards. The terminal will cost about $120. Council Member Pugmire said that he has a 

terminal and the city can have it if the Library wants to use it. Council Member Stocking will 

check on this with the Librarian. 

 

Council Member Stocking said that the Library would like to make the hours more consistent. 

They suggested Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10-5, year round. Mayor Spuhler said 

that they need to be opened on Saturdays. They may need a few more hours if they change the 

schedule to make it more consistent. Ms. Anita Weston said that the hours were set up to follow 

the requirement for the accreditation, state requirement. They had to have so many hours after 

school and so many hours on Saturday. Mayor Spuhler said that they could go over an hour or 2 

but he feels that it needs to be open on Saturday’s. 

 

Council Member Stocking said that they need to replace 2 Board Members. The terms for Elaine 

Negus and Kathie Anderson are up this year, so they would like to replace them with Marcia 

Solum and Carmen Madsen.  

 

Council Member Stocking said that the Library Board would like to give Ms. Rasmussen and 

Ms. Brady a bonus of $150. Mayor Spuhler said that is reasonable. 

 

Council Member Stocking said that the pool project is done and it looks much better and is going 

to be much safer. 

 

Council Member Stocking said that we need to decide a policy on who can rent the buildings for 

free. Mayor Spuhler said that if it is open to the Community it should be okay not to charge. 

Mayor Spuhler suggested that we can do it seasonal, September  – May, then they need to put 

down a deposit and sign up then they can use it free of charge. They do need to help clean the 

bathrooms and it needs to be set up the way it was. They can have the building free of cost as 

long as it is a community event.  Council Member Warner said that we need to have written rules 

that they need to sign or they lose their deposit of $100. 

 

Council Member Pugmire said that the employees need to have the background check. Mayor 

Spuhler said that we should have a background check on all employees.  
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Council Member Pugmire made the motion that we change the policy that all existing employees 

and all future employees have a background check. Ms. Weston said that they had problems with 

volunteers so the Library did a background check on all volunteers. Mayor Spuhler said that we 

should start with the employees right now. Council Member Stocking seconded the motion. All 

in favor and the motion carried. 

 

Council Member Warner said that he has talked to Questar and they determined that it will cost 

between 17-18 million dollars to build the pipeline. They may come talk to us the first of the 

year. Council Member Warner said that we have a competitive service through the propane so 

people would only sign up to do the natural gas if it was cheaper for them than propane. 

 

Council Member Pugmire showed a map of the area around Snow Meadows. There is a house at 

the top that doesn’t have a road to it. Ms. Debbie Ames, the County Recorder, would like to 

know where the road needs to go and if Garden City wants to name the road. Council Member 

Pugmire showed where the road should go. Mayor Spuhler told Council Member Pugmire to go 

ahead with this project and make the decisions. 

 

Council Member Pugmire said that we need to stripe 300 west next spring, both sides and down 

the middle.  

 

The Council agreed to pay an invoice for the quilters for $500 for the batting. 

 

Payment Vouchers 
 

Council Member Warner made the motion to pay the vouchers as presented. Council Member 

Stocking seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; 

Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion 

carried. 

 

Executive Session 

 

Council Member Stocking made the motion to adjourn to an executive session at 9:44 p.m. to 

discuss the character or competence of personnel, a human resourse issue with an employee that 

is no longer with us.  Council Member Warner seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: 

Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; 

Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion carried. 

 

Minutes of the executive session are recorded on separate document.  

 

Council Member Pugmire made the motion to end the executive session at 10:33 p.m. Council 

Member Warner seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; 

Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, for; Mayor Spuhler, for. Motion 

carried. 
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Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to discuss Council Member Pugmire made the motion to adjourn 

the meeting at 10:35 p.m. Council Member Warner seconded the motion. A roll call vote was 

taken: Council Member Pugmire, for; Council Member Stocking, for; Council Member Warner, 

for; Mayor Spuhler; for. Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

John Spuhler, Mayor 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Kathy Hislop, Town Clerk 


