
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes      
Thursday, February 7, 2013- 7:00 P.M.  
Gunnison City Hall-38 West Center                              
Gunnison, UT  84634                                                                
Present:   Mayor Lori Nay, City Council Members: Blake Donaldson, Brian Jensen, Jeremy Pickett and Trevor Powell, Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Citizens and Scouts:  Dayton Johnson, Samuel Hosteenez, Dallin Weber, Parker Wilson, John Hammond, TeriLee Hammond and John Iverson with Sunrise Engineering
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Council Member Trevor Powell
Excused:  Council Member Melissa Judy

Public Comment
There were no citizens requesting public comment at this time

Update and Proposed Approval of Financing for New Water Project - John Iverson, Sunrise Engineering
John Iverson with Sunrise Engineering proceeded to give an update for the culinary water project which is underway.  He reported when the low levels of arsenic were confirmed in November, 2012.  Back in 1998 as President Clinton was going out of office, he made an arbitrary decision to reduce the arsenic limit in drinking water from 50 ppb to 10 ppb.  Because the Division of Drinking Water in Utah follows the EPA guidelines, the state adopted those rules.  The Bartholomew well has arsenic levels that barely exceed the 10 ppb.  In December, Sunrise went to the DDW and asked them for a grant of $40,000 to be used to prepare a treatment feasibility study.  This splits into $15,000 for the feasibility study with the other $25,000 being applied to the drilling of the test well.  The purpose of the test well is to see of there is a source of water north of the Bartholomew well that may or may not have any arsenic in it.  If it doesn't have arsenic in it then it would be used as a blending source for the Bartholomew well and wouldn't have to do the treatment study.   If it does have arsenic in then he would proceed with that part of the study.  When the initial part of the presentation was done, the cost of an 8" test well was $85,000.  John reported he had received two quotes for drillers. The driller chosen is currently on site and has 40' of 12" casing in, and will start on the 8" portion tomorrow morning.  He guesses they will be to the level needed within a week to 10 days.   John explained the reasons of going from  the 6" original test well planned to the current 8" test well as recommend by the geologist.   This included the ability to pump 400 gallons per minute rather than 75 gallons per minute which would allow for them to stress the aquifer for an accurate determination of what is there.  The difference in cost would be $8,000.    It had not yet been determined whether to keep the 8" test well out there capped as an auxiliary well or to abandon it.  It would require an application of a surface seal  if it were capped.  If it ends up requiring a filter pack to be usable it would be his recommendation to abandon  the well.  The total cost to drill the test well will be $48,500.  This includes the amount it will cost to do the new water sampling on the aquifer.  
The most amount of money that could be received from the Division of Drinking Water without going before the Board is $40,000.  The City will end up paying approximately $23,500, but will be reimbursed by the major funding of the project.  Last week the Division of Drinking Water Financial Aid Committee met and authorized a $2.5 million loan at 0% interest for 30 years with a $250,000 principal forgiveness.  On January 3, 2013, the federal government only gave the DDW $1 million for grant money, and 25% of this would be coming to Gunnison.  
7:20 p.m. Chief Trent Halliday arrived

John noted there has been a bill introduced to the Legislature to impose a sales tax on culinary water from 
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municipalities.  He also reported the balance of the funding for the project has been requested from Rural Development, but he has not received any kind of a commitment yet.  Prior to their approval, they need  to receive the preliminary engineering report from Sunrise along with an environmental assessment report.  The State Trustlands also require a cultural resource survey be completed by an archeologist prior to any approvals.  The concern at this time is the snow on the ground clearing prior to the middle of March deadline to allow for the ground survey to be completed.  This all needs to be completed for John to be able to submit the application.  John then reported Bill Mickelsen had contacted him today to ask for his assistance in putting together a public relations campaign to assist in educating the public on this project.  This campaign would include sending a notice to the public detailing information of the project along with the why's, completing a master plan noting the deficiencies, and planning a public hearing to bring the public along in what the City is going to do.
John reviewed the alternatives the City has.  The first being to do nothing, which is unacceptable at this time.  The second would be the blending of Peacock and Bartholomew which would not supply enough water for the demand, and would end up purchasing water from Centerfield which would not work for them.  The third would be do complete the planned project and eliminate the radio read meters from the plan and save $150,000-$200,000, however the radio read meters would save labor in reading the meters each month as well as allowing the radio read system to be connected directly to the City billing system.  There will be a meeting during the Rural Water Convention on Thursday, February 28, 2013 with the DDW, and John will double check on the time.  Mayor Nay, Council Member Jensen and Council Member Donaldson are planning on attending Rural Water and will be to the meeting.  He felt the City should have some answers on funding from Rural Development in April.  Council Member Donaldson reported he and John  had recently looked at the treatment plant in Mayfield to observe their procedure.  John did mention the treatment to remove arsenic wastes too much water.  Discussion ensued regarding funding of the project and what would be the best route and possibilities to work for.  John asked the Mayor and Council to please call him with any questions  or concerns.
7:42 p.m.  John Iverson left

Council Member Donaldson will keep the Council informed on the progress of the test well.  It was determined it would be best to borrow the rest of the money required for the test well from the City itself to save on paying interest costs as this money will be reimbursed in the total funding package of the project.

Council Member Donaldson made the motion to accepts John Iverson's recommendations regarding drilling the new test well in that the City will borrow from itself up to $23,500.  This money will be paid back when the permanent financing is acquired from the Division of Drinking Water and Rural Development.  Council Member Powell seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Donaldson, Jensen, Pickett and Powell.

Annual Review and Training of Utah's Open Meeting Law
The Mayor and each Council Member received a handbook on open meetings and open records in Utah.  This book is titled, "The Open Book", and is put out by the Office of the Attorney General.  Council Member Powell had read the book and gave a brief book review.  The rules for closed sessions were discussed.  For future meetings, the Council will be more detailed and exact on giving the reason for going into a closed session.  Recorder Braithwaite will make the necessary changes on future agendas to allow for this to happen.
Proposed Approval of Amendment to Personnel Policy, Exhibit 3.1.140-Council Member Jensen
Council Member Jensen reviewed the Gunnison City Personnel Policy, Exhibit 3.1.140.  This currently reads, "Possession of weapons, including firearms on premises - # of Violations/Recommended Guide for Discipline-Termination".  Council Member Jensen would like this amended to read, "Possession of weapons, including firearms on premises, This excludes employees who hold a current Utah Concealed Weapons Permit and/or current Law Enforcement Officers".
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Chief Halliday reported on a bill that is currently at the Legislature regarding concealed weapons.  Council Member Jensen would like to amend the policy at this time, and deal with the changes in the law at a later date if  the bill goes through.

Council Member Jensen made the motion to amend the Gunnison City Personnel, Exhibit 3.1.140 to read, "Possession of weapons, including firearms on premises, This excludes employees who hold a current Utah Concealed Weapons Permit and/or current Law Enforcement Officers".  Council Member Powell seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Donaldson, Jensen, Pickett and Powell.
Discuss and Proposed Approval of Safety Wall/Door in Court Clerk's Office

 Council Member Donaldson stated this safety wall or door needs to be installed for the safety of the Court Clerk.  This is required to come into compliance with the Utah State Courts regulations.  The Mayor and Council Members will take a tour of the Court Clerk's office at the end of the meeting to get a visual of what needs to be done.
Discussion and Proposed Approval of Interlocal Compact Agreement Gunnison Valley Recreation- Council Member Pickett

Council Member Pickett had previously sent the Mayor and each Council Member a copy of theproposed Gunnison Valley Recreation Interlocal Compact Agreement.  He reported this had been reviewed by the City Attorney, Julia Kyte, with changes made that she felt was necessary.  Centerfield City had given their approval last night.  Their concern, however, was how protected each City was from one of the Cities leaving the agreement.  The process required to do this was reviewed.  Council Member Picket proceeded to read Section 1.4, Withdrawal of Community from Compact.  Attorney Kyte felt there needed to be room to allow for the unforeseen in the withdrawal section.  The Council determined it would be best to change the date of a possible withdrawal in section 1.4 from Dec. 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018.

Council Member Pickett made the motion to approve the Gunnison Valley Recreation Interlocal Compact Agreement with the date amended to read June 30, 3018 in section 1.4 unless the City Attorney recommends otherwise or if the other Cities are not in agreement.  Council Member Powell seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Donaldson, Jensen, Pickett and Powell.
Review Goals and Objectives

Mayor Nay recommends the goals and objectives be reviewed at the work meeting scheduled for Wednesday, February 20, 2013.  Mayor Nay would like an overall goal  to work together to get results as well as the individual departments.

Discuss Maintenance Projects and Prioritize

Mayor Nay would like to review this at the next scheduled work meeting.  One priority includes the installment of a fence around the City yard behind Scott Anderson's home.  Mayor Nay will work on getting bids and prices for this to review at the next meeting.  The details of the fence were reviewed.

Personnel Issues

This will be tabled to a future meeting.

Council Member Powell mentioned he had driven around with Council Member Jensen reviewing the drainage on some of the roads.  He noted there were a few culverts under the roads that were possibly plugged or frozen.  He would like to get these on a schedule and work on getting them cleaned.  Mayor Nay mentioned the muddy mess South of Elk Ridge, and would like to see some gravel put in to help clean it 
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up.  Recorder Braithwaite noted the employees of State Farm had called today to report a problem with the mud behind their office, and they were concerned of breaking off the new concrete pulling off and on in the mud.  Council Member Powell will get these taken care of.  Council Member Jensen will also make sure the area in front of Jill White's property will be put back as it was prior to the drainage project when the storm drainage project is completed.  
Future Items to be Listed on Agenda

Storm Drainage:  Council Member Jensen addressed the drainage probem areas he and Council Member Powell had noticed.  These included the area by Jeremy Taylor's and John Jackson's.  The problem is the drainage was taken past Council Member Jensen's house with a box put in part way through his pasture as well as another box on the other side of the road, now the culvert has been plugged off in the process creating a 4' swimming pool at the stop sign.  This water runs across the road, ruining the road, as it fills up with water then runs to the Riverwalk.  He noted in order to take care of this drainage properly, a 24" culvert needed to be run under the road then installing another box right by the stop sign.  This would be just under $11,000 if the City has it completed now while the project is being done.  This would have to handle all of the drainage from 300 North down 200 West.  Mayor Nay  mentioned the drainage problem on 100 East by Scott Anderson's that would need to be looked at as well as an area that ponds on100 North 100 East.  Council Member Powell stated they reviewed that area as well as a problem area 200 East 100 North where the water flows across the road.  There was also an area across from Dr. Inouye's that would need to have some work done to help with the drainage.  Council Member Jensen reported ultimately the problem occurred when the ditches were taken out, and citizens put asphalt or gravel  to the road, but don't put the tapering in to allow for the water to drain.  The Council discussed some ideas to help with the drainage.  Council Member Jensen stated this would only be a change in quantities in the bid and would not be a change order for the installation of the 24" culvert under the road with an additional box.  It was determined this extra money could come from the project money.  The area by Jeremy Taylor's will have another box installed which should help with the drainage.  Council Member Jensen reported there shouldn't be any more water coming through the Rocky Mountain Power lot once RMP gets their water taken care of.  Council Member Jensen will review the area by the Taylor's to see if any further areas need to be addressed.   He reported the storm drainage project is close to completion, they finished all of the connections today and would not be doing the 45 and turn in the creek until it is dredged.  Terry Larsen should begin dredging the river Monday.  Council Member Jensen will talk with Garrick Willden regarding placement of the gravel from the river bed, and let him know the City would like as much of the gravel as they can stock pile.  The Council unanimously gave Council Member Jensen the approval to have the quantities changed of what was already approved  to allow for the drainage work by the Jackson's home.  
P&Z:  Council Member Jensen reviewed the P&Z enforcement outline that was handed out. This had been put together in a meeting between Mayor Nay, Council Member Jensen and Chief Halliday.  

City Hall:  Council Member Donaldson would like a list of  the problems of the City Hall building now that he is over City Hall.  Future projects were discussed as well as utilizing the current City maintenance workers to help complete these projects.
Emergency Preparedness:  Council Member Powell has started the Vulnerability Assessment that needs to be completed for the City.  He will get this completed and sent to Homeland Security.

City Hall Rental:  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned the hospital volunteers would like to rent the City Hall for a recognition banquet.  After discussion with the Council, it was noted the fee would be $50 for this specific rental.

Advertising:  Recorder Braithwaite had been contacted by KMTI for possible advertising by Gunnison City during the basketball tournaments.  The Mayor and Council decided to pass and will not be participating  this year.
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TeriLee Hammond questioned how the recreation agreement would work for the Fayette citizens since the proposed RAP tax did not pass in Fayette.  Council Member Pickett answered in that Fayette would not have any representation on the board, but otherwise would not have any other affect on the citizens of Fayette at this point.  John Hammond reminded the Council the Fayette citizens do shop in Gunnison so they do help with the sales tax.
Proposed Approval City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, November 28, 2012, Open and Closed Sessions and Thursday, January 24, 2013 Open and Closed Sessions

Mayor Nay would like the minutes for Wednesday, November 28, 2012 tabled until the next meeting to allow for more time to review them. 
Council Member Powell made the motion to approve the minutes for the Work Meeting and City Council Meeting on Thursday, January 24, 2013.  Council Member Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Donaldson, Jensen and Powell.  Council Member Pickett abstained as he was absent from the work meeting.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 20, 2013 with a work meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m. and Council to follow at 8:00 p.m.  The Council would like all of the employees to attend the first meeting, and discussed what information the Council would like from the staff.
Proposed Approval Bills and Adjustments

There were no bills or adjustments for approval at this time.

The Mayor, Council Members and Chief Halliday then toured the areas in City Hall that were of concern at this time.  This included the Court Clerk's office which requires installation of a security wall and/or door and the Police Department which also requires some work.  
9:10 p.m. Adjourn   
 __________________________________
Janell Braithwaite, Recorder
___________________________________
Lori Nay, Mayor
_________________________________
Approval Date

