
Gunnison City Council Emergency Meeting Minutes           
Thursday, November 29, 2012- 6:25 P.M. 
Gunnison City Hall-38 West Center                              
Gunnison, UT  84634                                                                
Present:   Mayor Lori Nay, City Council Members: Blake Donaldson, Brian Jensen and Melissa Judy, Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Treasurer JoAnn Taylor, Zoning Administrator Rod Taylor, Zoning Secretary Stella Hill, Police Chief Trent Halliday and Citizens Ronald Nay and Dennis Hill
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Discussion of Resignation of P&Z Administrator

Mayor Nay noted she and P&Z Chairman, Rory Ward, had gone to visit the businesses requiring sign permits.  They had visited with Ryan Frandsen from Hermansen's Mill and J.L. Larson with Freedom Ford who will be getting their sign permit applications turned in.  Mayor Nay reported Ryan would be removing the bill boarding sign at Subway, and Rory had told Ryan he would not require one at the fertilizer lot as his sign was only a temporary sign.  This would need to be researched with the current Ordinance.
Mayor Nay turned the time over to the Council Members who had called the emergency meeting.  Council Member Donaldson stated he had talked with P&Z Administrator Taylor following the discussion at the regular council meeting last night, and with Administrator Taylor's last day being tomorrow as per his resignation letter, Council Member Donaldson felt it would be a good idea to meet as a group to talk with him.  Council Member Donaldson specifically addressed Administrator Taylor's resignation letter.  He asked for more specifics and what had led him to this point.  Administrator Taylor stated he had been very explicit on how he felt.  He pointed out the Mayor and Council were not doing their job of supporting the Planning Commission and those put in place to enforce these Ordinances.  He stated the signing issue was just one aspect of this complacency.   He reminded those in attendance that an Ordinance is the Land Use Law, and he could not operate as the Zoning Administrator if there was complacency in enforcing the issues.  He could not perform his job because of lack of support.  He noted there was a process that needed to be followed.  He was very concerned of the "clear view" portion of the Ordinance's that had not been enforced, and stated these were safety issues.  

6:35 p.m.  Officer Tyler Donaldson arrived
Administrator Taylor reiterated he does not have the support nor does the Land Use Ordinance of Gunnison City have the support it needs, and the City needs to be careful not to be out of compliance with State law.  When this new Land Use Ordinance was being written there were areas that were out of compliance with State law that were brought up to standard in the new Ordinance.  Following much work and research to come into compliance with State laws, a process was followed, Public Hearings were held and the new Land Use Ordinance was passed.  The Planning & Zoning Commission work as the Land Use Authority, and worked hard and long at putting this all together.  There was a lot of money spent to put this development code together for the City to implement the goals and policies of the City for future development.  Mayor Nay declared democracy is messy.   Council Member Donaldson questioned if this all could have been diffused had it been taken care of earlier.
6:40 p.m.  Richard Nay arrived

Administrator Taylor stated this was still a safety issue. He explained he had not cited those that were out of compliance following the discussion at the October 17, 2012 Council meeting as it had only been referred to the Planning & Zoning Commission to make recommendations by the Council.  He also informed the Council these signs could not be grandfathered in as requested at that meeting by a business owner.  There is a policy to follow beginning with  sign permit applications which had not been received.  
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Zoning Secretary, Stella Hill listed the proposed revisions to the Sign Ordinance that had been discussed with Bruce Parker of Planning & Development Services and the local Businessmen's Association.  These included changing the size of the signs, time of operation, how many signs per size of property, lighting, zoning of R&C to commercial and billboards.  Mr. Parker has taken the proposed revisions to work on and will return them to allow the P&Z to follow the correct process which would require Public Hearings to be held in the future.

Council Member Jensen felt the City had addressed those out of compliance in a positive manner  by contacting them and allowing them to come into compliance.  Mayor Nay stated one of the problems with Ryan at Hermansen's Mill was the question of temporary signs versus permanent signs.  The fence was also discussed at GIC questioning the permit at that location.  He brought up the laxity in requiring fence permits specifically from GIC and Fieldstone Academy.  He stated he had been told by one of the owners of  the businesses that the Mayor told them they would not need to acquire a fence permit.  Mayor Nay stated this was not correct and he should not go on "hearsay".  Council Member Jensen stated he had personally spoken with the owner, and knew this to be true.  Administrator Taylor told Mayor Nay she was a smart woman,  had served on the P&Z Commission , and knew what the policies and procedures were.
Administrator Taylor expressed his concern for the "clear view" with the new planter boxes on Main Street.  They are good the way they are, but that depends on what is planted in them.  Mayor Nay stated UDOT has jurisdiction over Main Street, and the engineers had approved them as well as UDOT.  She stated she would bring in a copy of the UDOT letter she had received.  Administrator Taylor stated the City's code may be more restrictive, but  must comply with the State code.   Council Member Donaldson voiced his concern of the parking with the new bulb outs.   Chief Halliday reported  the curbs would  need to be painted red to enable the police to enforce the parking violations.  Council Member Donaldsen communicated his concern with the foliage in the planters blocking the "clear view".  Council Member Judy questioned if the planters had been approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Administrator Taylor stated the P&Z had not been involved with the Main Street planning.  Council Member Judy addressed the liability issue with the planters, and who would be liable if an accident were to occur, UDOT or the City. 

 Dennis Hill mentioned the restricted vision on 100 North with the semi-trucks parking on Main Street.  Chief Halliday was aware of this problem.  Discussion ensued regarding painting the corners and curbs as part of a City project or part of an Eagle project.  

Mayor Nay reported those applying the sealant to the concrete on the Main Street corners should be finished with this tomorrow.

Zoning Secretary, Stella Hill, stated there was no one that knew the City code like Administrator Taylor does.  It needed to be clarified who enforces what and the best way to get info to the citizens.  Administrator Taylor stated the Mayor and Council would need to decide upon those issues.  Stella also complimented the Council for discussing these issues and asking the questions that had been asked.  Administrator Taylor  recommended the Council determine if they want to notify and educate the public or have the police warn or cite those that are out of compliance.  Administrator Taylor recommended these issues be referred to the P&Z Commission when needed.  He wished the Mayor and Council well.  He was thanked for his years of service to the City.  
7:25 p.m. Adjourn    
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Janell Braithwaite, Recorder
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Lori Nay, Mayor
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