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TREMONTON CITY CORPORATION 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 5, 2013 
 
Members Present: 
David Deakin 
Diana Doutre 
Lyle Holmgren 
Jeff Reese 
Byron Wood 
Roger Fridal, Mayor 
Shawn Warnke, City Manager 
Darlene S. Hess, Recorder 
 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP 
 

Mayor Fridal called the February 5, 2013 City Council Workshop to order at 6:00 p.m.  The 
meeting was held in the City Council Meeting Room at 102 South Tremont Street, Tremonton, 
Utah. Those in attendance were Mayor Fridal, Councilmembers Deakin, Doutre, Holmgren, 
Reese, and Wood, City Manager Shawn Warnke, Recorder Darlene S. Hess, Fire Chief Steve 
Batis (arrived at 6:15 p.m.), Zoning Administrator Steve Bench, Public Works Director Paul 
Fulgham, Police Chief David Nance, and Treasurer Sharri Oyler (arrived at 6:16 p.m.).  
 
Mayor Fridal informed the Council that a meat market company is considering coming to 
Tremonton.  There is some processing and some slaughtering.  Mayor Fridal asked the Council, 
to keep an open mind and to help make an informed decision.  The Council has been invited to 
look at their plant in Modesto, California, sometime within the next two weeks.  The Council can 
select ten or twelve people which would include the City Council, Director Fulgham, Zoning 
Administrator Bench, Manager Warnke, certain business owners and/or residents of Tremonton.  
After that, the Council can decide if it is the type of business they would like in Tremonton.  If 
the company finds a lot of resistance, they are not willing to come to Tremonton, but they like 
the old La-Z-Boy facility. 
 
Councilmember Wood commented that he looked into the company.  Their process takes a ton of 
water – equal to 62 homes - and it will affect the Sewer Plant.  For 150 lower income jobs and 
the fact the residents will absolutely riot at the suggestion, why would the Council even build up 
their hopes?  What kind of litigation might that expose the City to? 
 
Mayor Fridal said that he discussed this with Director Fulgham.  Water is a non-issue.  Director 
Fulgham said that he isn’t suggesting that capacity be given to a company like this.  They would 
have to buy the water and sewer capacity.  What they buy can go back and replenish City 
sources.  That is why Tremonton has impact fees.  If the Tremonton turns UTOPIA off, the City 
is not going to attract any high paying business.   
Councilmember Holmgren said that he feels looking into the whole process is only due 
diligence.  He would like to see the plant in Modesto and learn more about the process.  He 
stated that he spoke with one of their suppliers in Burley and was told that the Council would be 
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surprised by the process.  He wasn’t saying that there is no smell, but it isn’t what one would 
expect.  Councilmember Holmgren said that, personally, he likes the idea. 
 
Councilmember Deakin suggested that a representative from Malt-O-Meal be invited to go.  
They would be the most affected.  Councilmember Reese suggested inviting the ones who would 
really object to it.  He has someone in mind that he would like to go in his place.  
Councilmember Doutre suggested that some of the neighbors be invited.  If they saw that things 
were good, they could tell others. 
 
Mayor Fridal indicated that the company visited Tremonton and were interested in locating here.  
They asked Mayor Fridal what he felt their chance of locating here would be, and Mayor Fridal 
told them it was no more than fifty-fifty.  Mayor Fridal said he feels that if the City draws more 
businesses into town, then the City can have more jobs, more restaurants, theaters, entertainment, 
hotels, etc. – the type of things that would draw the larger companies.  If Tremonton didn’t have 
some of the lower paying jobs, life would be tougher in Tremonton.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Deakin to move to Closed Session for the purpose of discussing 
the sale of real property.  Motion seconded simultaneously by Councilmembers Holmgren and 
Wood.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember 
Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion 
approved.   
 
The Council moved into closed session at 6:19 p.m. 
 
1.   Closed strategy session to discuss the sale of real property when the public body has 

previously given public notice that the property would be offered for sale 
 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wood to return to open meeting.  Motion seconded by 
Councilmember Doutre.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, 
Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  
Motion approved.  
 
The Council returned to open session at 6:51 p.m.  

 
2. Review of agenda items on the 7:00 p.m. Council Meeting: 
 

Due to time constraints, there was no discussion of the Agenda. 
 
3. Opening Public Meeting training – Manager Shawn Warnke 
 

Motion by Councilmember Deakin to table the Open Public Meeting training.  
Motion seconded by Councilmember Doutre.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, 
Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - 
aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m. by consensus of the Council.   
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Mayor Fridal called the February 5, 2013 City Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The 
meeting was held in the Tremonton City Council Meeting Room at 102 South Tremont Street, 
Tremonton, Utah.  Those in attendance were Mayor Fridal, Councilmembers Deakin, Doutre, 
Holmgren, Reese, and Wood, City Manager Shawn Warnke, Recorder Darlene S. Hess, Fire 
Chief Steve Batis, Zoning Administrator Steve Bench, Public Works Director Paul Fulgham, 
Police Chief David Nance, and Treasurer Sharri Oyler.   

 
1. Opening Ceremony. 

 
Mayor Fridal informed the audience that he had received no written or oral request to 
participate in the Opening Ceremony.  He asked anyone who may be offended by 
listening to a prayer to step out into the lobby for this portion of the meeting.  The prayer 
was offered by Councilmember Holmgren and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Councilmember Doutre.  

 
2. Introduction of guests. 
 

Mayor Fridal welcomed the Box Elder County Commission, Boy Scouts from Troops 
139, and 132 (there were fourteen Scouts and four leaders present), Richard Holmgren, 
Mayor of Bear River City, Annette McFarlane, Shauna Barfuss, and all others in 
attendance.  Mayor Fridal encouraged all of the Scouts in attendance to become Eagle 
Scouts. 

 
3. Approval of Agenda. 
 

Motion by Councilmember Wood to approve the agenda of February 5, 2013.    
Motion seconded by Councilmember Deakin.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin – aye, 
Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - 
aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved.  
 

4. Public comments:  Comments limited to three minutes 
 
John Kitch, Bear River Chamber of Commerce Director, commented on the hard winter 
this year.  Because of how fast and furious the snow came, the streets became a little 
rugged.  He suggested that $2.00 be added to the citizen’s monthly water bill to be used 
specifically for a snow removal fund.  He has talked to several people, and no one has 
objected to an additional $24 a year to make sure the City’s streets are passable. 
 
Councilmember Wood noted that it wasn’t a money issue, it was a manpower and a 
timing issue.  
 

5.  Proclamation: 
 

a. Dating Violence Awareness Month – Annette McFarlane  
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Ms. McFarlane reported that the New Hope Crisis Center was able to purchase the 
old Seminary building in Garland and will be moving forward with a domestic 
violence shelter in northern Box Elder County.   
 
Ms. McFarlane thanked Police Chief Nance for the tremendous support he gives 
the New Hope Crisis Center.   One of the Tremonton Police Officers was able to 
attend Advocacy training in Seattle as a result of a grant.  The Officer said the 
training gave him a whole different perspective on sexual assault. 
 
The New Hope Crisis Center has been working with the Bear River Health 
Department and the Box Elder School District, and they have surveyed nearly 
1,400 girls between the ages of 12 and 17.  Of those 1,400 girls, one in nine has 
reported some kind of dating violence in the past year.   Dating violence is a 
problem.  The New Hope Crisis Center is moving forward with the work that is 
being done to alert the teens and the community about dating violence. 
 
Ms. McFarlane requested the Council’s support of their Dating Violence 
Proclamation. 
 
Shauna Barfus read the Dating Violence Proclamation declaring February 2013 as 
Dating Violence Awareness Month in Tremonton Utah. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Holmgren to have Mayor Fridal sign the Dating 
Violence Awareness Proclamation recognizing the month of February as 
Dating Violence Awareness Month.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Reese.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin – aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, 
Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - aye, and 
Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved.  
 
Councilmember Wood asked Ms. McFarlane when the New Hope Crisis Center 
will be moving into their new building.  Ms. McFarlane responded that they have 
to wait for the CDBG Grant to be formally approved, but they are looking at some 
time in the summer. 
 
Ms. McFarlane also thanked Councilmember Doutre for her work on the New 
Hope Crisis Center’s Board of Directors.  She invited the City Council to attend 
their meetings on the first Monday of every month. 

 
6. Public Hearing(s):  
 

Mayor Fridal called a Public Hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. to consider the disposal of 
surplus property.  There were 49 people in attendance. 

 
a. Regarding the disposal of approximately 2 acres of surplus property in Parcel 

Number 05-054-0118 located at 945 North 2000 West in Tremonton, Utah 
 

Manager Warnke explained that the City owns 4.5 acres of property located north 
of West Liberty Foods on 2000 West.  West Liberty Foods has submitted an 
application to acquire 2 acres of that property to expand their parking lot. 
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There were no public comments.  Mayor Fridal closed the Public Hearing at 7:19 p.m. 
 

Mayor Fridal called a Public Hearing to order at 7:20 p.m. to consider the disposal of 
surplus property.  There were 49 people in attendance. 

 
b. Regarding disposing of surplus property Parcel Numbers 05-173-0017 and 05-

173-0016 located at 320 North 1000 West and 432 North 1320 West Tremonton, 
Utah 

 
Manager Warnke stated that this is property that the City owns located between 
the golf course and the Fair Grounds.  Originally it was contemplated for a road.  
At this point the City has reviewed existing and future land uses and no longer 
sees the necessity of having a road in this location.  Box Elder County would 
provide the City with some land on the north side.  The land the City owns would 
be given to the County. 
 
Thomas Peterson, County Fair Staff, thanked the Mayor and Council for this 
opportunity and said that they are really excited about the County’s plans at the 
Fair Grounds.  They have some great ideas to beautify and enhance the Fair 
Grounds.  One of the changes to make the Fair Grounds more useable and 
appealing to outside sources is to put in a 23,000 square foot beef barn and indoor 
riding arena.  It is felt that this addition will help bring in major activities which 
will help support the tax base of Tremonton City.  Along with that, the County is 
looking at tearing down the old Fine Arts Building and building a new one that 
will have an indoor area that will be large enough for two full-size basketball 
courts.  This will make that building a more user friendly, multi-purpose facility.  
There are a number of things that are being done to beautify the Fair Grounds 
such as tiling and covering the ditch at the corner of Main Street and 1000 West. 

 
Mayor Fridal closed the Public Hearing at 7:25 p.m. 
 

7. Request(s) to be on the agenda 
 

a. Assistance with paying water bill - Bear River Valley Museum - Karen Stokes 
 

Karen Stokes, President of the Bear River Valley Museum Board, asked if 
Tremonton City would consider paying the Museum’s water bill.  She stated that 
she understands that the City pays the water for public buildings, like the Fire 
Station, Police Station, and the Library.  The Museum Board feels like they are a 
public building, as well, because they don’t charge any money for visitors to the 
museum, and there is lots of education inside that building.  The restroom is the 
only place there is water. 
 
Councilmembers Reese and Wood commented that they thought that would be a 
great idea.  It is amazing what the Museum Board has accomplished.  They took 
their hats off to the Board and stated they would like to help them. 
 
Ms. Stokes stated that the Museum is open Monday through Friday from 1:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  If anyone would like to come on Saturdays or after hours it can 
be arranged by calling Roberta Fronk. 
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Mayor Fridal told Ms. Stokes that their request will be put on the next City 
Council agenda. 

 
8.  New Business. 

 
a. Discussion and consideration of approving the December 2012 Warrant Register. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Holmgren to approve the December 2012 
Warrant Register.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Doutre.  Mayor Fridal 
mentioned a $21,000 bill to TV Specialists, Inc. and said that was for the TV’s in 
the Council Chambers.  Manager Warnke added that it included a security system 
which was paid by a grant.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, Councilmember 
Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - aye, and 
Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved. 

 
b. Discussion and consideration of approving the December 2012 Financial 

Statement. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wood to approve the December 2012 Financial 
Statement.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Deakin.  Vote:  Councilmember 
Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, 
Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved  

 
c. Discussion and consideration of adopting Resolution No. 13-06 authorizing the 

disposal of approximately 2 acres of surplus property in Parcel Number 05-054-
0118 located at 945 North 2000 West in Tremonton, Utah 

 
Manager Warnke commented that this is the West Liberty Foods parcel.  Dave 
Frett, the Plant Manager of West Liberty Foods, is present at the meeting to 
answer questions pertaining to their desire to obtain the property.   
 
There are 2 acres which West Liberty Foods has petitioned the City to dispose of.  
The City has an Ordinance to deal with the disposal of property which includes a 
review and recommendation by the Land Use Authority Board.  The Land Use 
Authority Board has reviewed this petition and gave the recommendation to the 
City Council to proceed with their consideration of disposing of the property.   
 
Originally the property was acquired for a Fire Station.  What is being proposed is 
that the 2 acres be transferred to West Liberty Foods leaving about 2.65 acres 
which would still meet the City’s public purpose for building a Fire Station.  Any 
proceeds from the sale of the property would go into the Fire Fund to help in the 
development of that Fire Station. 
 
West Liberty Foods is currently working on an expansion which would add 30 
new jobs.  The need for the parking is because they are losing some of their 
existing parking with the expansion and they want to replace that parking, 
purchasing two acres and then constructing a new parking lot. 
 
The Land Use Authority Board made a few recommendations for consideration 
by the Council: 
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• West Liberty Foods submitted a concept plan.  That plan showed an 

irregular shape parcel.  The Land Use Authority Board recommended that, 
if the Council chose to dispose of the property that it be a regular shape 
which would butt up against the Christensen party so their wouldn’t be 
any gaps.  

• That the Parking Lot design be approved by the Land Use Authority Board 
and that it meets all the requirements of the current City Code. 

• The price to be charged for the land would be the City Council’s decision.  
There is a $250 Application Fee. 
 

Manager Warnke stated that the City appreciates West Liberty Foods and what 
they have done for the community and said the City would certainly like to see 
them continue to be successful.  Manager Warnke added that this is a little bit 
unusual in that this is the first time the City has disposed of property when there 
has been no survey of the property.  He proposed that the Council approve this 
Resolution which will give the parameters for considering disposal of the property 
and allows West Liberty Foods to proceed with having the survey done so the 
exact acreage that is being transferred will be known.  Then an additional 
Resolution will be brought back to the Council to authorize the sale and 
recordation of a deed or plat. 
 
David Frett, Plant Manager at West Liberty Foods, told the Council that he has 
been in the Tremonton area for about 5 1/2 years.  He thanked the Council for 
their consideration on the land.  West Liberty Foods is in another expansion 
phase.  Mr. Frett said that it is about the third or fourth one since they opened in 
2007.  He thanked the Council again for their consideration in this matter and 
expressed hope that they could move forward in negotiations. 
 
Councilmember Wood commented that West Liberty Foods has been a good 
partner and said the Council wants to go forward working with them with the 
hope that both West Liberty Foods and the City succeed. 
 
Councilmember Deakin asked Mr. Frett if the canal to the north of the property is 
a concern.  Mr. Frett replied that it is not a major concern.  The land is flat.  
Hopefully a survey will tell them if there are any issues. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Deakin to give the go ahead to proceed on selling 
2+ acres of property to West Liberty Foods.  He would suggest $40,000 an 
acre, which is his thought. It may be a little low for the rest of the Council; 
however, West Liberty Foods has been a good partner.  Motion seconded 
simultaneously by Councilmembers Reese and Holmgren.   
 
Manager Warnke commented that, just so he is clear, in the Resolution it has the 
recommendations from the Land Use Authority Board.  He is anticipating that 
those recommendations are included in approving the motion.  Councilmember 
Deakin said it was like West Liberty Foods picking up the costs and fees, etc. 
 
Councilmember Deakin amended the motion to state that it would include 
that the costs of selling the property will be born by West Liberty Foods.  
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Councilmember Doutre added that the motion include as the Resolution is 
written. 
 
Note:  this would include the recommendations of the Land Use Authority Board 
which are: 

 
1. That West Liberty Foods prepare a survey for review and approval and 

that the newly created parcel contains no gaps between it and parcel 05-
054-0119 and that the newly created parcel of property is a regular shape 
(4 sides).  

 
2. That a site plan be submitted and approved by the Land Use Authority 

Board prior to  construction of a parking lot to evaluate such issues as 
drainage, lighting, buffering,  and landscaping requirements, etc. required 
by City Ordinance. 

 
3. That West Liberty Foods pay a price of $40,000.00 per acre.  
 
4. That West Liberty Foods pay the $250 application fee as contained in 

Resolution No. 12-54. 
 
Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, 
Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - aye, and 
Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved. 
 

d. Discussion and consideration of adopting Resolution No. 13-07 authorizing the 
disposal of surplus property in Parcel Numbers 05-173-0017 and 05-173-0016 
located at 320 North 1000 West and 432 North 1320 West Tremonton, Utah 

 
Manager Warnke commented that the background for this disposal was discussed 
in the Public Hearing.  The Land Use Authority Board reviewed and 
recommended approval with conditions for consideration.  Manager Warnke 
proposed that this be an authorizing Resolution that will provide the County with 
the assurances moving forward that the City will dispose of the property so that 
the County can do the survey work to actually see what the County is disposing of 
to the City and what the County is getting in return. 
 
The Land Use Authority Board proposes that the City be given a portion of 
property that would benefit the City’s future expansion.  Manager Warnke said 
that he is not sure what the acreage is.  That information would be provided by the 
survey. 
 
Councilmember Holmgren asked Tom Peterson about the entry way to the north 
and whether the County has any issues with that being a 50 foot right-of-way to 
allow for the City to get back to that little parcel to the west.  The issue is that the 
City doesn’t really know how much area that is.   
 
Mr. Peterson replied that he, Manager Warnke, and Parks and Recreation Director 
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Christensen walked through the property and the three of them agreed to where 
that would be to have access into the area of future growth which the Parks 
Department would need.  He would like to involve Manager Warnke, Director 
Christensen, and the surveyor to make sure everyone is on the same page.  Mr. 
Peterson said the same process that was done with West Liberty Foods would 
have to be done: survey the property, create a property description, and then bring 
it back to the City Council for final approval. 
 
Councilmember Holmgren suggested that when it is worked out that they make 
sure there is enough right-of-way there for access to the property in back. 
 
Councilmember Wood asked if the County was in agreement that the ditch along 
1000 West be filled in.  Mr. Peterson replied that the County Master Plan includes 
getting that done.  Councilmember Wood then asked if Tremonton City would get 
use of the Fairgrounds buildings and that Councilmember Holmgren had indicated 
that the City would probably need to pick up some utility costs.  Mr. Peterson said 
that the County Commissioners would be able to answer that question.  However, 
the Fee Schedule for the Fairground buildings only covers costs.  There is no 
intent to make profit on the use of the buildings.   
 
County Commissioner LuAnn Adams stated that she would hope that they would 
accommodate Tremonton City.  In the past, the Senior Center has allowed the 
County to use their building at no cost for elections.  The Commissioners hope 
that everyone in the County utilizes the multi-use facility at the Fine Arts Center 
with basketball, volleyball, indoor soccer, etc.  If the City wanted to run their 
Recreation Program through that facility, the Commission would like to have the 
lights and heating covered.  They would like to cooperate with Tremonton City.  
 
As far as the Beef Barn is concerned, the Fair has been expanding yearly.  The 
hogs are overgrown, and so are other areas.  Where the Beef Barn is now, could 
be an eatery park so that it won’t be as congested where the Band Stand is. 
 
The County Commission is really excited.  They want to work with Tremonton on 
the City’s trail system.  The Commission met with UDOT last week, and the 
County has applied for a Sidewalk Grant to see what can be done in the front.  
They would like to add more green spaces to make it better out there.   
 
Also, the big arena can be used for special events.  There is a small arena that can 
be used as a staging area.  The Commissioners feel like they can bring in a lot of 
events.  The other multi-use area can be sectioned off to use as conference rooms.  
All three Commissioners are on the same page.  A lot of the Fair Board people 
have come to support what the Commission is doing in refining their plan and 
moving forward.   
 
Councilmember Holmgren expressed his appreciation to Commissioners Lu Ann 
Adams, Ryan Tingey and Stan Summers and recognized that this is a sizeable 
investment the County is putting into the Fairgrounds.  He feels it is something 
that will help to benefit the economy in the area.  The Council is really excited 
about it. 
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Councilmember Holmgren commented that he was going through some history.  
He stated that in 1925, the City use to have what was called the Economic Club.  
Their minutes explained why the County Fair is located in Tremonton.   

 
Originally the County Fair was called Exhibition Day.  A group of people in the 
County got together and decided that they wanted to have a County Fair.  
Tremonton owned five acres of property.  A motion was made that those five 
acres be leased to the County, for as long as they wanted it, to be used for the 
purpose of the County Fair.  It took a lot more than $10,000 to get things in shape 
for the County Fair.  They had two months to do it.  No sooner had the original 
building, etc. been put together when, a month or two later, they decided they 
needed rodeo grounds.  It cost $300 to put together the first rodeo grounds.  
Councilmember Holmgren commented that there has been a long standing 
relationship between the County and Tremonton City.  This County Fair is a 
really important thing.   

 
Motion by Councilmember Holmgren that we authorize Tremonton City and 
Box Elder County to go ahead with the surplus property parcels 05-173-0017 
and 05-173-0016, approximately two acres - plus or minus whatever that is - 
property, to give Tom Peterson and the City the opportunity to make sure 
that the boundary up at the north is what our Parks and Recreation need, for 
the purpose of expansion of the Box Elder County Fair Grounds.  Motion 
seconded simultaneously by Councilmembers Doutre, Reese and Wood.   
 
Manager Warnke asked the Mayor for a point of clarification.  The Resolution 
included some listed items and some optional items.  Councilmember Holmgren 
said he would modify the motion.  He thinks that one of the listed items was 
for the use of the buildings – particularly the Fine Arts Building.  It would be 
good for the County and the City to come to some sort of terms as to what 
that ought to be, but it sounds like right now it will be basically out of pocket 
costs like power and heat and that sort of thing.  The other thing is that we 
would like that ditch to be covered over and piped in around the corner, and 
the frontage over to Alco improved.  That would be what we would ask the 
County to do. 
 
Manager Warnke asked the Council if they were okay with the other items – 1 
through 4 of the above Resolution.  Councilmember Holmgren added the 
following to the modification of his motion: 
 

• That Box Elder County prepares a survey for review and approval. 
• That the City waive thee $250 application fee because Box Elder 

County is a governmental entity as allowed in Resolution 12-54. 
• That Box Elder County receives the land free of charge. 
• That Box Elder County deeds a small portion of property to 

Tremonton City between the City’s Recreation Office and the 
Fairgrounds free of charge. 

 
Mayor Fridal told the Council that we have a motion with multiple additions and 
asked for a vote.  Second by Councilmember Wood.  Vote:  Councilmember 
Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, 



 

 11

Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved.  
 
Commissioner Adams asked if the City has a time-frame.  She wanted to know if 
the County wasn’t able to get the ditch and the sidewalk done this year if that 
would be a problem.  The Council agreed that the County had to work within their 
budget and they know the County will keep their agreement. 
 
Councilmember Doutre mentioned, regarding the sidewalks, that there are a lot of 
people who walk up and down that area any more.  She feels the sooner the 
sidewalks are done, the better it will be.  Commissioner Adams said that the 
Commission is working on it.  They have had a surveyor out there; they have 
talked with UDOT; so, they are working on it.   
 
Commissioner Tingey said that as a former Mayor he understands what a 
nuisance ordinance means.  On the west side of the Fairgrounds, the County has 
created what, in his opinion, is a small nuisance.  The Fairground Staff has looked 
at it, and they are committed to cleaning up that area.  If there is any question on 
something that looks like it can’t be used and it hasn’t been moved, please let 
them know.   
 
Mayor Fridal and the Council thanked the County Commission and the Fair 
Board.  The County will benefit and Tremonton will benefit.  He said that at some 
point in time in the future the City Council would like to talk about not holding 
the tractor pulls at the same time Tremonton City Days is held.  Commissioner 
Adams asked when the Tremonton City Days celebration would be held this year 
and was told that it is held the Saturday closest to the 24th of July.  Treasurer 
Oyler said that it would be July 20th – before the 24th.  Jann Rhodes commented 
that if the truck pull isn’t held that weekend, they will lose it.  They don’t have an 
option of moving it.  There is a circuit that they follow.  She tried changing it last 
year and couldn’t without losing the event. 
 
Mayor Fridal thanked the County Commission, Fair Board Members, and 
Fairground Staff for attending the meeting. 
 

Mayor Fridal welcomed Box Elder County School Board Member, Connie Archibald, to 
the meeting.  Mayor Fridal told those present that there is a new curriculum, called 
Project Lead the Way that has great potential in the School District.  If things go well, 
this coming Fall the School District is going to implement a specialized engineering 
project at Bear River High School.  Mayor Fridal said he attended a function at Two 
Rivers High School on 12th Street in Ogden regarding this curriculum and found it to be 
extremely impressive.  The students were so smart, and they were involved in something 
they wanted to do.  It was a great thing. 
 
Ms. Archibald said that the Box Elder School Board has been meeting with them.  This is 
going to be a real opportunity to further the students understanding of engineering or 
medical fields and to make a pathway for college bound students to decide if that is 
something they want to do. 

 
e. Discussion and consideration of Tremonton City funding their proportionate share 

of UTOPIA’s operational shortfall 
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Manager Warnke mentioned that everyone is aware that UTOPIA made a lot of 
mistakes, but he feels they are now going in the right direction.  Tremonton City 
has joined UTOPIA whether the Council likes it or not, and the City does have 
benefits associated with the City’s participation as being a member of UTOPIA.   
 
UTOPIA has looked at several different options.  The City Council has to make 
the decision, but Manager Warnke said that it seems to him that the best way to 
move forward is the Stimulus Utilization Plan which leverages some Federal 
Stimulus funds along with UIA funds. 
 
Currently there appears to be legislation that is going to limit UTOPIA’s ability to 
use bond proceeds to pay for operational shortfall.  UTOPIA’s current operational 
shortfall is about $222,250 per month.  UTOPIA has been making strides to close 
that gap.   
 
The currently proposed formula associated with each UTOPIA city’s 
proportionate share of operational shortfall is based 50% upon assets that are 
within each entities incorporated city limits and 50% based upon the UTOPIA 
pledge percentage.  Tremonton City has $5,055,706 assets of UTOPIA within its 
incorporated limits and its UTOPIA pledge percentage is 2.52%.  As such, 
Tremonton City has a blended percentage of 3.87% of UTOPIA’s operational 
shortfall. 
 
There has also been some discussion about in-kind services with City’s trying to 
help UTOPIA be efficient by performing minor operational and maintenance 
activities.  Manager Warnke said he has talked with Public Works Director 
Fulgham and he is open to do what the City can to help UTOPIA out. 
 
As, mentioned, there is a benefit that the City is receiving from being a member 
of UTOPIA.  The City, itself, is connected to UTOPIA’s network.  Since the 
switching to Veracity, a service provider on the UTOPIA network, the City’s 
savings have been about $18,500 per year. There are also 350 subscribers that are 
using UTOPIA’s network within the City.  There have been as many as 420 
subscribers, so some subscribers have been lost over time.  350 subscribers might 
not seem like a considerable amount, that take rate is about 15%, but when 
comparing that 350 to some of the other services the City provides it matches or 
exceeds Fire Response (138 in 2011),  and Senior Services (427 participants).  
Manager Warnke also reviewed the Operating Budget related to those services. 
 
The take rate has always been one benchmark the City has used to gauge the 
success of UTOPIA.  Beyond the take rate, there is also the revenue.  That is a 
more important gauge.  As UIA started up, their projected goal was to get 5,000 
subscribers.  They ended up getting only 2,600 subscribers the first year.  From 
that 5,000 they projected, they wanted about $265,000 per month in revenue.  
They missed the mark, but what is interesting is they received more revenue per 
subscriber so the 2,600 subscribers are bringing in 87% of the revenue that was 
projected for 5,000 subscribers.  Part of that is because businesses have been a 
larger portion of the take rate.  UIA continues to add subscribers each month, and 
UTOPIA has increased their rates by 20%.   
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Manager Warnke proposed that the City pay for their portion of the operational 
shortfall by using some of the Fund Balance to eliminate some of the City’s debt 
and thus freeing up revenue.  It is projected that the UTOPIA shortfall will exist 
for another three to four years based upon the Stimulus Plan where they use the 
Federal Fund and leverage those funds with UIA debt service. 
 
Manager Warnke called the Council’s attention to some future City debt service.  
The City has $75,000 that is being transferred from the RDA to the City’s General 
Fund to pay for a portion of the debt service associated with UTOPIA.  That 
ability to transfer RDA funds to the City’s General Fund will vanish in the future, 
so the City needs to look for something to replace that. 
 
Councilmember Holmgren asked if the other cities that are adding customers are 
primarily UIA cities.  Manager Warnke said that was correct.  Councilmember 
Holmgren asked what they are being charged for hook-ups.  Manager Warnke 
said that his understanding is that the cost to connect to the UTOPIA system is 
around $2,700 to $3,000.  For businesses, UTOPIA has what they call blended 
averages.  It is a program to try to encourage businesses.   
 
Councilmember Deakin stated that he is still uncomfortable putting more money 
into UTOPIA.  He said he may disagree with UTOPIA heading in the right 
direction.  Tremonton is already paying a substantial amount of money, $320,000, 
to UTOPIA each year.  If one takes the $320,000 and divides it by the 324 
customers, every year Tremonton is subsidizing $958 per subscriber.  Divide that 
by 12 months and that is $79.84 that the City is paying of their internet services 
already.  If another $104K is added to that, the City will be subsidizing every 
user, every month, more than $100.   
 
Councilmember Deakin said that he really sees the Stimulus Plan as being a UIA 
growth strategy because that is where all the money is going to go.  
Councilmember Deakin does not think that UTOPIA should Go Dark, but he feels 
the Maintenance Mode make the most sense: keep the system going; see what 
happens with the interest rate; try to get the SWAP situation taken care of; and 
push it into the future as far as possible without taking on additional costs.  He  
feels the City will be a lot better off if UTOPIA just stays in the Maintenance 
Mode rather than trying to fund a growth strategy.  
 
Councilmember Reese said that he agrees 110%.  He said he has mulled this over 
for one week straight.  
 
Councilmember Deakin thanked Manager Warnke for taking the time reviewing 
the options, preparing the write-up and for the argument he presented, however, 
the Council has already agreed to pay UTOPIA $13M for the $5M in assets. 
 
Councilmember Wood added that Tremonton is not even part of the UIA so he 
doesn’t feel like the City is even committed to go along with this.  UIA has been 
taking UTOPIA’s assets to build where they have been building.  He doesn’t feel 
good about going along with anymore dollars.  Councilmember Wood feels that if 
UTOPIA were to just lock up their doors, Tremonton could go out and borrow the 
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money and eliminate the 2% escalation with the current debt bond service 
payment.   
 
Councilmember Holmgren said he would like to know if UTOPIA would shut 
down Tremonton if the Council doesn’t go along with this.  Councilmember 
Wood said that would be the best thing that would happen.  If they want to shut 
Tremonton off the system, then they would be the ones kicking Tremonton out of 
the deal.   
 
Manager Warnke said he doesn’t know what is going to happen.  He thinks other 
member cities are struggling with the issue.  It will be, collectively, what each 
Council decides.  Councilmember Holmgren asked if the School District uses 
UTOPIA.  School Board Member Archibald didn’t know but said she would find 
out.  Director Fulgham said that the fiber optic was installed to Box Elder High 
School at the beginning, but he doesn’t know whether they are using it or not. 
 
Councilmember Holmgren then mentioned that the Council has talked about 
wanting technology to come into this community.  Recently CNN had a report on 
a small town in Kansas.  Google had come in and made them a fiber optic town.  
All of a sudden the town started getting these little internet start-up companies 
and now it is a big deal.  Councilmember Holmgren agrees that UTOPIA is a 
mess and it is a bad deal, but he feels that the fiber optic is something worth 
keeping around. 
 
Manager Warnke said that he appreciated the Council taking the time to read the 
Staff Report and letting him spend some time walking through the scenarios.  If 
the Council wants the community to evolve, this is one of those assets that will 
help.  He said he also agrees that the City has capital costs.  The City will pay 
close to $1M for the Senior Center unless that debt is paid off early.  The City will 
pay close to $1M for a fire truck and for 138 calls.  So, there are services that the 
City provides where there is capital cost and ongoing operational cost.  Manager 
Warnke said that he doesn’t believe it is fair for the City not to pay its share of 
operations.  There are a lot of decisions and discussions that led the Council to 
this point, but this is where the City is and, in his mind, the City is obligated to 
pay operations.  He feels that the Council should demand that of themselves.   
 
Councilmember Deakin stated that in retrospect it is always easier to see how 
things could have been, but the technology that seems to be working today is 
wireless.  Councilmember Holmgren interjected that that is the choice of a lot of 
people, but it isn’t the best choice in terms of large amounts of data.    
Councilmember Deakin said that this Christmas Season, wireless products that 
had the ability to hit the internet sold more than they ever have before. 
 
Councilmember Holmgren said that if the City is really interested in bringing 
technology to the area, the first thing they are going to ask is whether the City has 
fiber optic.  What he is saying is that they should keep UTOPIA alive. 
 
Councilmember Deakin said that of the 2,790 homes approached in Tremonton, 
only 334, today, are on the system.  That is only 12%.  Those who had the ability 
to choose, chose.  Looking at the entire system, 10,715 are on the system of the 
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62,346 to whom it was available, or 16.6%.  This is the problem.    
 
Councilmember Wood commented that he doesn’t think UTOPIA will make 
Tremonton go dark because Tremonton is producing revenue for them – a retail 
rate of $9,100 a month less the portion that would go to the service provider. 
 
Mr. Kitch asked if it now costs $2,700 for a residence to sign up for UTOPIA and 
was told that is correct.  Mr. Kitch said that he agrees with Councilmember 
Holmgren that this is something that is needed to attract high paying industries 
into the area.  But, very few computers right now truly need the speed that 
UTOPIA has, and few people would have the $2,700 to sign up.   
 
Councilmember Reese stated that, for close to a year, he has asked UTOPIA to 
hook up one person who has the connection in his house.  He has been told that 
UTOPIA will look into it, but nothing has happened. 
 
Councilmember Doutre agrees that the Council does support other things that not 
everyone gets to use, but she doesn’t feel the City can do it. 
 
Mayor Fridal commented that he has thought about UTOPIA long and hard.  
When he built a house in East Tremonton a few years ago, and they put the 
UTOPIA conduit into the ground, he would have got UTOPIA because it 
wouldn’t have cost anything to get a connection in the downtown area, but they 
never offered it to him.  Councilmember Wood stated that it was never offered to 
him, either.  Mayor Fridal said that the other internet companies that are available 
locally are fast enough and do everything he needs to do.  He can get a good 
product for less than half the price.  UTOPIA is a great product.  No one who has 
it complains about their internet.  That isn’t an issue, but the price is a huge issue.   
 
Mayor Fridal said that the issue he has is that the Council has been dealing with 
UTOPIA for about six or seven years, and UTOPIA has never stood up to 
anything they said they were going to do: no take rates; no forecasts; not one 
achieved effort.  He said that had he been on the Council when UTOPIA was first 
introduced, he probably would have voted for it, but looking at the track record 
and the experience the City has had with this company over that past seven years, 
even though the City gets something out of it, he can see nothing that would make 
him feel good that the future would hold any more benefit than the past history 
has shown.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Reese to not approve any additional funding for 
UTOPIA’s operational shortage.  Motion seconded simultaneously by 
Councilmembers Deakin and Wood.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, 
Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - nay, Councilmember 
Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved 
 

f. Discussion and consideration of approving Resolution No. 13-08 adopting the 
2012  Annual Tremonton City Municipal Wastewater Planning Program Self-
Assessment Report  

 
Director Fulgham stated that his is the annual report that is sent into the State for 
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the wastewater system.  There was one plugged sewer line last year that was a 
City issue.  Any month the system exceeds 90% of permit in different things, 
must be reported.  There were two months where the City had higher flows.  The 
plant is rated at 1.9 mgb.  In June and in August the plant had an average daily of 
1.72 mgb.   
 
Councilmember Deakin stated that even though the plant was over, it wasn’t 
releasing anything.  Director Fulgham said that was correct.  The plant could 
actually go over flow two times and still be treating and discharging to the limit.  
They look at as the possible need for some improvements.  There is higher flow 
due to infiltration during the months when there is irrigation. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Holmgren to adopt Resolution No. 13-08 and 
adopt the Tremonton City 2012 Municipal Wastewater Planning Program.  
Motion seconded by Councilmember Doutre.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - 
aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, 
Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved.  
 

Mayor Fridal told the Council that the Principal of Alice Harris School talked to him 
today and expressed appreciation to the Public Works Department.  Due to the snow 
storms, there was a significant amount of snow and slush around the school.  He called 
the City Office and the crew took care of it.  They really appreciate the response and help 
that they received. 

 
g. Discussion and consideration of adopting Resolution No. 13-09 approving a Zions 

Bank proposed scope of work for preparing a Public Safety Impact Fee Facilities 
Plan and Impact Fee Analysis 

 
Manager Warnke stated that the City has entered into a contract with Jones and 
Associates to update all of the City’s Impact Fees with the exception of the 
Wastewater Treatment Impact Fee.  Jones and Associates has subcontracted the 
financial element to Zions Bank.  At a meeting with Zions Bank, the concept of a 
Public Safety Impact Fee was discussed.  This would be a new Impact Fee that the 
Council has never considered.  Based on some of the information Zions provided 
from their experience, other communities are charging somewhere between $300 
and $500 for Public Safety Impact Fees.  The City has spent quite a bit of money 
with Public Safety: acquiring the Police Station, the ladder fire truck, and also the 
possible construction of Fire Station No. 2.  
 
The work Zions would do would cost $9,000 for a complete Public Safety Impact 
Fee study.  Approving the scope was discussed, if the Council wants a Public 
Safety Impact Fee, so that Zions could move forward and try to do the least 
amount of work as possible to give the City an idea of what the fee might be.  For 
the $9,000, there would actually be four individual studies prepared because there 
are two studies per services (two Public Safety services; the police and the fire).   
 
Zions Bank has to show the proportionality, which is the portion of the analysis 
they would do first.  They would map out calls from Dispatch and what type of 
calls they are, and then they could proportionality show what the existing and 
future land uses would require. 
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By moving forward, the Council would be trying to recoup some of the expenses 
that have already been paid and try to save money to expend in the future.  It is 
estimated that with a fee of $300 it would take one year to pay off the $9,000.  
There is a six year window of time wherein an impact fee that has been collected 
must be expended.  The City would be able to pay themselves back for expenses 
that have been advance funded. 
 
Manager Warnke stated that the Impact Fee Study will show what the maximum 
fee is that can be adopted.  Councilmember Doutre asked what that would be 
based upon.  Manager Warnke said that it would be based upon the residents 
demand for service, so it wouldn’t include calls outside of the City.  The Impact 
Fee cannot increase the level of service.  They look at what growth is going to be 
and calculate what it would take to keep up with the current level of service.  At 
the same time, the City wouldn’t want to incur a fee that would stifle growth.  
Currently the City has four Impact Fees: Water, Sewer, Collection, and 
Wastewater.  The City is considering doing a Storm Drain Impact Fee. 
 
In the Salt Lake Valley, it is not unusual to have $15,000 in Impact Fees.  Right 
now, in Tremonton, it costs $7,500 in Impact Fees to build a house.  Director 
Fulgham said that the $7,500 includes the building permit and everything. 
 
The Council discussed the proposal, feeling that they should take into 
consideration what the surrounding communities are charging so that Tremonton 
doesn’t price themselves out of growth and also the cost.  Councilmember Deakin 
stated that the Council needs to consider whether they want the old people or the 
new people to pay for growth.  It will cost $9,000 but if the study isn’t done, there 
will be no Impact Fee. 
 
Councilmember Wood asked if the $9,000 would revise all four updates on the 
City’s Impact Fees.  Manager Warnke explained that this is for a new Impact Fee 
Analysis that hasn’t already been authorized by the City Council.  It is not 
approved in the Budget so the Budget would have to be amended.  It is thought 
that 50% would be paid from the Fire Department and 50% would be paid from 
the Police Department. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Reese to adopt Resolution No. 13-09.  Motion 
seconded by Councilmember Doutre.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, 
Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember 
Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved.  
 

h. Discussion and consideration of approving the 2000 West Road Dedication Plat 
eliminating the one-foot protection strip and dedicating that one-foot back to the 
2000 West road right-of-way 

 
Councilmember Deakin and other Councilmembers asked why this was done and 
what the reason was for the one-foot protection strip.  Zoning Administrator 
Bench clarified that a protection strip doesn’t mean someone can’t go on the 
property.  It didn’t stop the Taylor’s from farming and it wouldn’t stop access by 
Rocky Mountain Power.  Director Fulgham explained that there was a property 
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owner that wanted to play with the 2000 West road development.  So, that was 
put in by the City Council to protect the City and that was the only reason. Zoning 
Administrator Bench stated that the one foot belongs to the City.  What this would 
do is just remove the one foot protection strip.   
 
Councilmember Holmgren asked why this even needs to be done right now.  
Director Fulgham suggested to maybe encourage development of commercial 
property.   Councilmember Holmgren asked if the City would be harmed in any 
way by doing this.  Director Fulgham replied that the City wouldn’t be harmed.  
The road is paid for.   

 
Motion by Councilmember Holmgren to approve the 2000 West Dedication 
Plat eliminating the on-foot protection strip and dedicating that one-foot 
back to the 2000 West road right-of-way.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Doutre.  Councilmember Wood asked if this was the whole length of 2000 West.  
Director Fulgham replied that it is the west side, for half the length of the road.  
Councilmember Doutre asked why the road was curved and was told by Director 
Fulgham that that was only way the road could be kept the proper width on the 
south end because a property owner on the east wouldn’t cooperate.  Vote:    
Councilmember Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember 
Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - nay, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  
Motion approved. .  
 

i. Discussion and consideration of requesting that the Planning Commission prepare 
an amendment to the City’s Development Code pertaining to collecting a chip 
seal fee-in-lieu with the recordation of a subdivision plat 

 
Motion by Councilmember Doutre to amend the City’s Development Code to 
collect a chip seal fee-in-lieu with the recordation of the subdivision plat.  
Motion seconded by Councilmember Reese.  Councilmember Holmgren 
commented that in all fairness to some of the developers, the last five years has 
been literally hell.  It has been so hard.  But he feels that it makes sense to go 
ahead with this amendment to simplify everything.  Vote:  Councilmember 
Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, 
Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved. 
.  
Councilmember Deakin questioned whether it would be good to add sidewalks, as 
well.  Councilmember Holmgren said he would oppose that, and Director 
Fulgham stated that there is already something in place to shore up sidewalks.  
There is only one developer who likes to put sidewalks in upfront.  The only 
problem is that during construction they get torn up.  The City needs to ensure 
that before an occupancy permit is issued the sidewalks are there.   
 
Councilmember Doutre asked how street light installation was handled.  Director 
Fulgham responded that street lights are all ready addressed in City Code. 
 

j. Discussion and consideration of approving utility billing write-offs for non 
collectable accounts 

 
Treasurer Oyler explained that these are utility bills which have been sent to 
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collection but they were unable to collect on them, either.   
 

Motion by Councilmember Wood to approve the utility billing write-offs.  
Motion seconded by Councilmember Holmgren.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - 
aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, 
Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved.   
 

k. Discussion and consideration of adopting a temporary Ordinance No. 13-01 of 
Tremonton City amending its zoning regulations prohibiting livestock-meat 
processing as a land use in all zoning districts 

 
Recorder Hess pointed out that there are two temporary Ordinances using         
No. 13-01.  Manager Warnke confirmed that there are two draft Ordinances.  He 
explained that the Council has had an initial conversation with the entity that is 
interested in putting in a meat processing plant concerning the City’s Land Use.  
In sorting through the Land Use Ordinance it is believed that this would currently 
be either a permitted use or a conditional use depending upon the specifics of the 
application.  The City’s current Land Use Ordinance has the Planning 
Commission as the approval authority for conditional use permits. 
 
Two Ordinances are presented to the Council which they may or may not want to 
adopt.  The first Ordinance prohibits a livestock-meat processing as a land use in 
all zones.  That doesn’t mean that the Ordinance couldn’t be repealed at some 
time.  In talking with the owners of the meat processing facility, it certainly is not 
their intent to force their way into the City.  They want to be in a community that 
wants them to be there. 
 
The second Ordinance makes it clear that a livestock-meat processing plant is a 
Conditional Use.  It allows the Land Use Authority to review the application and 
place conditions upon it.   There has been some thought that the Council might 
want to go look at an existing meat processing plant.  If that is the case, it makes 
sense that the City Council be the Land Use Authority for issuing the Conditional 
Use Permit for a livestock-meat processing plant.  An application for a 
Conditional Use Permit may still be denied, but when doing so, it would be 
necessary for the Land Use Authority to make a finding as to why that use would 
be incompatible and could not meet the standards for approval in the City’s Land 
Use Ordinance.  The burden of proof would be on the City to make findings of 
facts. 
 
There are a couple of options for the Council to consider.   
 

• Do nothing and any application would just move forward as in accordance 
with the current Land Use Ordinance. 

• The Council could adopt an Ordinance to prohibit this type of use, or 
• The Council could adopt the alternative Ordinance which designates the 

City Council as the Land Use Authority for Conditional Use Permits for 
this specific land use 

 
Councilmember Deakin asked if the Council is exposing itself by trying to do 
something after they have already approached the City.  He said that he has been a 
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little uncomfortable where someone approached the City and then the Council 
started talking about whether this is something that should be done.  He asked if 
the City would have some exposure by not doing something. 
 
Manager Warnke said that he believes the State Law allows the Council to do the 
Temporary Land Use Ordinance.  It does say that it can’t be longer than six 
months.  It is a provision that allows a municipality to adjust their ordinances if 
they need to do it quickly.  So it can be done in short order with review or 
recommendation by the Planning Commission.  Typically, an applicant gets 
vested to be processed under the City’s current Land Use Ordinances when they 
submit a complete application.  Councilmember Deakin stated that the interested 
party has not submitted an application yet. 
 
Councilmember Reese commented that it appears the interested party has a 
concern, though.  Manager Warnke said that he didn’t know if the did.  They 
talked in general about it.  
 
Manager Warnke stated that the agenda item was put on at a Staff level.  What is 
trying to be said is that this type of use could either be a permitted use or a 
conditional use in our current code.  It is unknown which it would be because they 
haven’t submitted an application for consideration. 
 
Councilmembers Wood and Holmgren questioned whether, under the current 
Code, an application for this type of use could be submitted to the Land Use 
Authority Board and never come to the Council where they would have a say.  
Zoning Administrator Bench said that it could if it was determined that it was a 
conditional use and they sent it to the Planning Commission for consideration of 
approval. 
 
Councilmember Wood commented that packing plants don’t kill on site.  He said 
he would love to pass the ordinance saying they were prohibited coming to our 
City because he thinks it is a foolish idea and he doesn’t agree with any of it.  The 
Council is wasting City money and their time, and, at the end of the day, they are 
low paying jobs.  Tremonton residents would go crazy.  The Council should run it 
past the residents to see what they think.  It is big water usage.  It is an impact on 
water and it would be an impact on the sewer plant.  He also expressed concern 
about the smell.   
 
John Kitch stated that he use to live in Portsmith, Arkansas.  Within a three mile 
radius they had a chicken packing plant and a Swift slaughtering house that was 
also within two blocks of the residential section.  With proper filtration, the smell 
from that slaughtering plant is not going to be any worse than when the farmers 
put manure on their fields, and it won’t be any worse than what the City gets from 
West Liberty Foods.   
 
Councilmember Wood said that that is exactly his point.  Nobody likes it when 
the farmers put manure on their fields, and the West Liberty smell that occurs at 
the sewer plant now is because the City still can’t digest everything that we have.  
No matter how carefully they clean it, they are slaughtering animals.  There will 
be fat and other things going to the sewer plant.  The whole concept is crazy. 



 

 21

 
Mr. Kitch addressed the low paying jobs comment saying that some of the figures 
he has heard are as much as $35,000 per year.  Councilmember Wood said he 
doesn’t believe it is that high. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Wood to adopt Ordinance No. 13-01 to prohibit 
livestock meat processing as a land use in all zoning districts.  Motion 
seconded by Councilmember Reese.  Councilmember Deakin said that he wants 
to think about this.  Mayor Fridal called for a vote.  Vote:  Councilmember 
Deakin - nay, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - nay, 
Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved. 
 
Mayor Fridal said that he hates to see a decision be made on something that the 
Council doesn’t know very much about.  Councilmember Wood stated that the  
Ordinance can always be changed.  There was some discussion on whether any of 
the Council would still be interesting in going to look at the processing plant in 
California and the fact that the plant would be slaughtering 2,000 pigs a day at the 
facility.  Mayor Fridal asked the Council if they would like to form a team to go 
to California.  Councilmember Reese said he would like to get some citizens who 
are for and against the proposal.  Some possible names were suggested.   

 
School Board Member Archibald reported that she was able to reach Bear River High School 
regarding UTOPIA.  They don’t think UTOPIA going dark would impact them at all, but they 
thanked the Council for their concern. 
 
9. Comments: 
 

a. Administration/City Manager Advice and Consent. 
 

1) Wendell Sign Agreement extension of term per Council’s request at the 
January 15, 2013 meeting  

 
Manager Warnke informed the Council that Mr. Wendell Pettersen is 
agreeable to a 10 year term on the Sign Agreement and that the version of 
the agreement that the Mayor signed included the 10 year term. 

 
b. Council Reports: 

 
There were no Council Reports 
 
Mayor Fridal expressed his appreciation for the job Public Works has done on 
the roads.  It has been a tough weekend. 

  
10.  Adjournment. 
 

Motion by Councilmember Deakin to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by              
Councilmember Wood.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - 
aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember 
Wood - aye.  Motion approved.   
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The meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 
 

The undersigned duly acting and appointed Recorder for Tremonton City Corporation hereby 
certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes for the City Council Meeting 
held on the above referenced date.  Minutes were prepared by Norene Rawlings. 

 
Dated this              day of                                       , 2013.     

 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Darlene S. Hess, Recorder   


