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TREMONTON CITY CORPORATION 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 29, 2012 

 

Members Present: 

David Deakin  

Diana Doutre 

Lyle Holmgren 

Jeff Reese 

Byron Wood – by telephone device 

Roger Fridal, Mayor 

Shawn Warnke, City Manager 

Darlene S. Hess, Recorder 

 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Mayor Roger Fridal, having, on June 28, 2012, ordered the convening of a Special Meeting of 

the City Council per Utah Code Annotated 10-3-502, and having provided at least three hours 

notice of the meeting, called the June 29, 2012 Special City Council Meeting to order at 5:04 

p.m.  The meeting was held in the Tremonton City Council Meeting Room at 102 South Tremont 

Street, Tremonton, Utah, anchor location for Electronic Meeting by telephone device.  Those in 

attendance were Mayor Fridal, Councilmembers Deakin, Doutre, Holmgren, and Reese, City 

Manager Shawn Warnke, Recorder Darlene S. Hess, Police Sergeant Todd Hunsaker, and Code 

Enforcement Officer Greg Horspool (arrived at 5:10 p.m.).  Councilmember Wood joined the 

meeting via telephone device. 

 
Mayor Fridal informed the audience that he had received no written or oral request to participate 
in the Opening Ceremony.  He asked anyone who may be offended by listening to a prayer to 
step out into the lobby for this portion of the meeting.  The prayer was offered by 
Councilmember Deakin.   
 
Mayor Fridal explained that Governor Gary Herbert has been concerned because the State of 

Utah has a significant drought issue resulting in multiple wildfires. As of last week there have 

been over 350 fires in Utah this year, and about 330 of them were man-made.  The Governor had 

a press conference yesterday, along with the support of Utah League of Cities and Towns 

(ULCT), encouraging cities where there are issues to put a restriction on fires and fireworks on 

those areas of concern.  Manager Warnke, Fire Chief Batis, and Mayor Fridal talked about the 

issue and decided that most of Tremonton City is manageable, but if a fire got started on the 

“BR” mountain (also known as Radio Hill) it could be an extremely intense situation, and, 

perhaps, uncontrollable.  That is why, with the encouragement of the Utah League of Cities and 

Towns and Governor Herbert, this meeting was called. 
 
1. Approval of agenda. 

 

Mayor Fridal asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  There were no comments.  

 

Motion by Councilmember Reese to approve the June 20, 2012 agenda.  Motion 
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seconded by Councilmember Doutre.  Vote: Councilmember Deakin - aye, 

Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - 

aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved.  

 

2. Discussion and consideration of adopting Ordinance No. 12-10 an ordinance adopting 

certain restrictions on the use of fireworks within certain areas of the municipality.  
 
The boundary line that Mayor Fridal, Fire Chief Batis, and Manager Warnke discussed 
banning from fireworks was all the area within the Tremonton City limits above the 
Highline Canal – up on Radio Hill.  This afternoon Public Works Director Fulgham 
called Mayor Fridal and told him that the Malad River Bottoms are extremely dry, also, 
and could also be considered a significant issue.   
 
Councilmember Wood commented that the whole south end of Pocatello was on fire 
yesterday.  Many homes were burning.  It was really bad.  We don’t want that happening 
in Tremonton.  Mayor Fridal said that Chief Batis felt that most of the downtown area of 
Tremonton could be handled even though there are some vacant lots that are dry.  Radio 
Hill, however, is high risk and could be a real problem. 
 
Mayor Fridal asked the Council for comments.  Councilmember Reese said he felt good 
about the areas that have been marked for restriction from fireworks.  Councilmember 
Holmgren commented that a lot of times the problem comes from aerial fireworks – 
bottle rockets, etc.   
 
Nuisance Control Officer Greg Horspool arrived.   
 
Mayor Fridal asked if there is a limit on how high legal fireworks could be launched into 
the air by individuals.  Officer Horspool said it is 15 feet maximum.  Anything over that 
is illegal.  Councilmember Holmgren wondered if the City should crack down on the 
illegal aerial fireworks and enforce it.  Councilmember Doutre commented that the 
Council should let people know exactly what the restrictions are.  She doesn’t want 
people getting in trouble if they don’t know what is in the City Ordinances and the State 
Code.  Councilmember Reese expressed his appreciation to Cari Doutre, reporter for the 
Leader newspaper, for being in attendance to help get the word out to people. 
 
Manager Warnke stated that the current Ordinance which was in the Council’s packets 
only includes the one restricted area above the Highline Canal.  Councilmember Deakin 
said he thought Ordinance No. 12-11 gave Chief Batis the right to restrict any area.  
Manager Warnke explained that there are two Ordinances.  The Ordinance being 
discussed is the one where the Council restricts and defines specific areas.  The proposed 
Ordinance No. 12-11 grants the authority to the Fire Chief to include other restricted 
areas.  Ordinance No. 12-10 has been revised to include the Malad River Bottoms. 
 
Councilmember Deakin asked what the City is going to do about the City’s firework 
show during Tremonton Days.  It seems hypocritical to ban people on Radio Hill and 
then the City shoots their fireworks from an area which is just a little ways on the other 
side of the canal.  Councilmember Doutre said she feels the difference is that the City has 
the whole Fire Department covering the City’s fireworks and they are on the east side of 
the freeway so the freeway creates a big break from the mountain area.  Mayor Fridal 
said that is a consideration the Council can deal within a couple of weeks. 
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Councilmember Reese added that he feels it is different.  He stands with Councilmember 
Doutre on this.  The fireworks are supervised, and the firemen are there.  The Council 
should consider it, but it shouldn’t even be a part of this discussion.  Councilmember 
Holmgren added that the issue on Radio Hill is that a spark could ignite the mountain 
area.   
 
Councilmember Deakin clarified that it is fine if the discussion is just about restricting 
the two areas, but he is not comfortable giving Chief Batis the authority to ban the whole 
town and then going ahead with the City fireworks show.  Councilmember Doutre said 
that, knowing Chief Batis, she feels he would take his authority and use it wisely.  
Councilmember Reese said that his interpretation is that the Council would put fireworks 
restriction on the two areas discussed; then, if another area were to dry up and become 
dangerous, then Chief Batis would have the authority to make a determination. 
 
Mayor Fridal asked Councilmember Wood if he has an opinion he would like to voice.  
Councilmember Wood said that, if the Council had seen the fire in Pocatello yesterday, 
they would ban all fireworks.  Councilmember Reese asked if he wanted to ban the City 
fireworks, and Councilmember Wood replied that he was not saying that.  The Council 
agreed that if Chief Batis felt it was unsafe to do the City fireworks when the time came, 
then they could be cancelled.   
 
Councilmember Holmgren stated that he had read somewhere that Chief Batis has 
already has the authority to put restrictions on fireworks.  Manager Warnke stated that he 
didn’t disagree that Chief Batis has some type of authority to place bans on fireworks.  
As an Incident Commander, he could probably take whatever measures are necessary.  If 
the Council’s intent is to allow Chief Batis to place restrictions on fireworks, then 
Ordinance 12-11 would make that clear.  Manager Warnke also said that he doesn’t 
believe the City can ban all fireworks within the City.  It can use its policing power to 
regulate the time, place and manner to restrict areas. 
 
Councilmember Deakin asked why the Council needs to give Chief Batis the authority.  
That is what bothers him.  Certain areas can be banned, which is covered in Ordinance 
No. 12-10, but Councilmember Deakin said he was not comfortable with going with 
Ordinance No. 12-11 if it doesn’t also include the City fireworks show because it is the 
firemen’s fireworks show.   It doesn’t seem right that they can tell others they can’t have 
fireworks and then still put on their show.  Councilmember Reese asked if 
Councilmember Deakin didn’t think the firemen could use judgment and control over the 
fireworks.  Councilmember Holmgren said that he doesn’t think that is what is being said 
in Ordinance No. 12-11.  What is being said is the Council is giving Chief Batis the 
authority, if the situation arises that he feels there are other areas that need restrictions, to 
place additional restrictions.  We are not banning fireworks from the whole City.  
Councilmember Deakin said that it could happen.  Ordinance No. 12-11 would give 
Chief Batis the entire authority without coming back through the Council.  
Councilmember Reese said that he feels that is what the City has a Fire Chief for.  It is 
not what the City has a Council for. 
 
Councilmember Doutre called the Council’s attention to the wording in Ordinance No. 
12-11 where it states, “An Ordinance granting the local fire official the authority to 
prohibit the use of any ignition source, including fireworks, lighters, matches, and 
smoking materials.”  She felt that statement was a little bit broad.  Councilmember 
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Deakin agreed and stated there are businesses such as welding business that this 
statement would affect.  Backyard barbeques would even be affected.   
 
Manager Warnke referred to Utah League of Cities and Town’s legal analysis on a 
provision of Utah Code associated with firework restrictions and asked if it was what 
Councilmember Holmgren had referred to earlier.  Manager Warnke interpreted the 
analysis as follows: As of July 1, 2012 our Fire Chief possibly could restrict areas of 
hazardous environment conditions, mountainous areas, brush covered areas, etc.  The 
Fire Chief may have that authority anyway. 
 
Mayor Fridal called for a motion on Ordinance No. 12-10. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Holmgren to adopt Ordinance No. 12-10 adopting 
certain restrictions on the use of fireworks within certain areas of the municipality: 
those areas include the Malad River Bottom and the City area above the Highline 
Canal on Radio Hill.   Motion seconded by Councilmember Reese.  Vote:  
Councilmember Deakin – aye, Councilmember Doutre – aye, Councilmember Holmgren 
- aye, Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember Wood - aye.  Motion approved 

 
3. Discussion and consideration of adopting Ordinance No. 12-11 an ordinance granting the 

local fire official the authority to prohibit the use of any ignition source, including 
fireworks, lighters, matches, and smoking materials within the City – and penalty. 

 
The Council reviewed items previously discussed in Agenda Item 2.  Mayor Fridal then 
called for a motion on Ordinance No. 12-11. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Deakin to table Ordinance No. 12-11 for further 
consideration.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Holmgren.  Vote:  Councilmember 
Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, 
Councilmember Reese - nay, and Councilmember Wood - nay.  Motion approved.   

  
4.  Adjournment. 
 

Motion by Councilmember Deakin to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by              
Councilmember Doutre.  Vote:  Councilmember Deakin - aye, Councilmember Doutre - 
aye, Councilmember Holmgren - aye, Councilmember Reese - aye, and Councilmember 
Wood - aye.  Motion approved.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 

 
The undersigned duly acting and appointed Recorder for Tremonton City Corporation hereby 
certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes for the City Council Meeting 
held on the above referenced date.  Minutes were prepared by Norene Rawlings. 

 
Dated this              day of                                       , 2012.     

 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Darlene S. Hess, Recorder   


