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Dear Expo Friends! 

We have had a brief rest from the 2015 Expo and are gearing up for 2016. Each year, with your input, the Expo 
gets better and better. We do our best to incorporate those ideas and suggestions, and I am going to address many 
of them in this newsletter. 

First, let me again thank all of our wonderful sponsors who made the Expo such a success. Baby Lock, Quality 
Sewing, Fashion Sewing Supplies and Janome for the bags; Baby Lock for Friday Night Live; Quiltworks 
Northwest and Bernina of Renton for Quilters Night Out; Coats & Clark for the Pillowcase Patrol thread and 
Better Homes and Gardens for the Million Pillowcase Challenge.  

Also a big thank you to our donors for the Grand Door Prizes, including Quality Sewing and Brother 
International, Pfaff Sewing Machines, Quiltworks NW and Bernina of Renton, Viking Husqvarna Sewing 
Machines, and Baby Lock and Puget Sound Baby Lock Retailers. We appreciate their participation and we thank 
them for their generosity. And thanks to all of you who made and donated 6,911 absolutely lovely pillowcases. 
You are to be commended! 

For those new to the Expo, we read all your suggestions, both from the Expo and those offered online and in 



emails. Once again, you had some great ideas. Here they are in alphabetical categories: 

ADA 

We are unable to provide shuttles to and from the parking lot because of liability and insurance issues. Other 
suggestions, such as benches blocking the handicapped door and the need for more benches, will be taken up 
with fairgrounds management. 

ADMISSION AND 4-DAY PASSES 

The 4-Day Passes were an experiment and it seems like most people loved them. We are sorry the 4-Day pass 
bracelet was so long. It is OK if you cut the tail off, but I am afraid they will be the same length, at least for next 
year. To speed up the entry process, please bring scissors if you need to shorten the bracelets. 

You do not need an admission ticket for Wednesday classes. We will make it clear in the brochure. 

BAGS 

OK, we know the paper bags were not great! We ordered bags like you had the previous year, but they were 
delayed due to the port slowdown. When we realized they would not arrive in time, we had paper bags printed. 
The good news is that the regular bags are here and ready for 2016. 

BATHROOMS 

The bathrooms upstairs in the Pavilion are not open to the public because of the style shows and seminars in 
Room A. We have signs to that effect.   

There are restrooms at the Gold and Blue gates, downstairs in the Pavilion, in the Expo Hall, and in the 
Showplex. We are unable to convert the men’s room into a women’s room because we have many male vendors 
and attendees. 

BROCHURE 

Show hours have always been on the inside cover of the brochure, but some of you missed them, so we will put 
them on the front.  

Sewing machines are provided for hands-on classes, and you can leave yours at home. A sewing machine icon 
next to the seminar description in the brochure indicates a sewing machine is provided. 

A more detailed description of the classes will be on our website, but there isn’t enough room in the brochure for 
all the details. 

The daily door prize location will also be in the brochure and on the website. It is the east end of the first floor of 
the Pavilion Building.   



CTA/VOLUNTEERS 

Clothing and Textile Advisors are the volunteer hosts for the seminar rooms. They are trained to follow such 
guidelines as ADA rules and regulations, fire codes, and ethics codes. We apologize for any rudeness you may 
have experienced. Please notify us with details (name, time, seminar room, etc.) so we may follow up with the 
volunteer. 

Overall, I think you would agree, the Clothing and Textile Advisors are among the finest individuals you could 
find. They work long hours, are helpful, gracious and very passionate about the Expo. 

FACEBOOK AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

Rhonda Pierce of Schmetz Needles was posting on Facebook throughout the Expo. That means you can not only 
check for updates before the Expo, but also find out what’s going on during the Expo. We hope you will continue 
to follow us on Facebook, and chime in about what you loved at the Expo or some of your projects. 

FAIRGROUNDS 

All suggestions related to the fairgrounds, including bathroom problems, the bench blocking handicapped 
entrance, and food vendors, will be given to the fairground management. We have no control over food vendors, 
prices, food selection, or the sale of specialty foods, e.g. gluten free. We also have no control over the height of 
toilets, although I wish we did!   

FASHION SHOW 

Yes, those models are not exactly like the rest of us! These clothes are made in sizes 6-10 for catalogs, brochures, 
photography, etc., all over the country. So, it’s impossible in most instances to use “regular people,” as a couple 
of you suggested. We get what the designers bring and, yes, sometimes the colors are dark. We are just glad to 
have the designers at the Expo. 

FOOD AND DRINK IN CLASSROOMS 

We ask you to eat and drink outside of classrooms. Cleanup of spilled food and drink can delay the start of 
seminars, and soil the samples that a speaker is sharing. 

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE/QUILTERS NIGHT OUT  

Once again, I apologize for Mark Lipinski’s faux pas regarding the sewing machine drawing. He misspoke, but 
meant no harm. He was very apologetic and wants you to know that his intentions were the best and he did not 
mean to disappoint anyone. 

GIFT CARDS 

Gift cards can be used only for seminars and admission fees. They cannot be used to make purchases with the 



vendors. 

HANDS-ON CLASSES 

Suggestions, both negative and positive, are shared with the speaker. But we have more than 120 seminars per 
day, so please be specific. Give us a time, room number, class number, day and your name and we will follow up 
and make it right.  

It is not acceptable for classes to start late but sometimes AV equipment has hiccups. We strive to get those taken 
care of quickly. 

There isn’t room on the seminar tickets to include kit fee costs.  

It is usually cold during the Expo, but the fair has promised another state-of-the-art facility for our use in the next 
year or two. So bear with us and things will improve. 

MAP OF VENDORS 

In the Showplex, each aisle has numbers hanging from the ceiling in the center of the aisle. For example, the first 
aisle after the Food Court is the 200s, the third aisle is 300s, and so forth. There is a floor map in the flier you 
receive when you enter the show. It also includes all booth numbers listed alphabetically for vendors. 

PARKING 

We have added handicapped parking spaces, but there will never be enough. And it does not help to have them 
20 rows back. I am truly sorry for this inconvenience as I am handicapped as well and I understand the need. 

We and the Pierce County Sheriffs Posse have found that it is not viable to have a bus or trolley to the parking lot 
because of the high liability insurance costs.  

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Please do not take pictures during seminars. Flash photography is disruptive to the speaker and audience 
members. You are welcome to take pictures before and after a seminar. 

PILLOWCASE CHALLENGE 

Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital and the Expo thank you with tremendous gratitude for the phenomenal job you 
all did bringing pillowcases and sewing them at the Expo. This year you donated 6,911 pillowcases. Thanks to 
Coats & Clark, each pillowcase donor received a spool of thread. Every patient at Mary Bridge receives a 
pillowcase, and they are very much appreciated. You are also welcome to take pillowcases directly to Mary 
Bridge Children’s Hospital in Tacoma. 

PRICES 



Facts about prices: The 4-Day Pass worked well; the last time ticket prices were raised was five years ago; and 
parking will continue to be free because the Expo rents the spaces for our attendees. 

ROLLING CARTS/STROLLERS/BACKPACKS 

We would appreciate baby strollers being used for babies! Rolling carts and suitcases on wheels need to be 
checked in at the package check in the Fair View building. Charges are nominal and go to a good cause. If you 
must have your cart, please contact Janet McLoughlin (253-445-4629) before the show for an ADA pass. If you 
have a backpack carrier, please be aware of how far your backpack extends so you don’t hit someone in the face. 

SEATING 

I have asked for benches around the free stage. We will look for every spare chair we can find. 

SEMINARS 

We have never before had so many last-minute speaker cancellations. Many of you were disappointed and we are 
sorry. However, many speakers not here this year will be back next year, including a few you will be surprised to 
see.   

With only 15 minutes between classes, we cannot take time for comment cards in the rooms.  You are welcome 
to send your comments to us directly through our website, email or snail mail. 

One needle seminars (45 minute lecture/demo) are not required to provide a handout or a door prize, although 
many do. Speakers are told at the close of online registration how many people will attend, and plan accordingly, 
unfortunately we do have a number of tickets sold onsite. 

SHOW GUIDE  

We will make the show guide available to those attending Wednesday classes if the guides arrive on time. They 
are usually delivered to the fairgrounds on Wednesday afternoon. 

SPEAKERS 

I will take this opportunity to thank all of our Expo speakers. They work hard to bring the best and latest 
information to those in more than 100 seminars per day and often don’t get much thanks. These speakers are the 
best in the country and we appreciate their efforts. 

TOO MUCH 

Some of you think there is too much sewing while others think there is too much quilting. We try to find a 
balance, and to make sure all vendors provide quality, variety, and are unique. 

If one of your favorite booths is no longer in the show, it is because the vendor chose not to be there. Vendors 



periodically retire, go out of business, decide not to travel, etc.   

VENDOR GENERAL COMMENTS 

We are always looking for new vendors and speakers. Yes, more yarn and more garment vendors, and more 
quilting, and more and more … we hear you. Vendors bring their best to this Expo. It is the place where they 
showcase their latest books, patterns, ideas, etc. There is no other sewing show on earth with the quality and 
variety we have at the Expo and we will always strive to keep it that way! 

  

We hope your summer is a good one, your sewing machine never gets lonesome, and your stash keeps crying for 
your scissors. Take time for your family, enjoy the good weather, and plan now for some great new Expo events 
and experiences in 2016. 

Joanne Ross, Director 

Sewing and Stitchery Expo  

  

 

 

   
 
  
  
Joanne Ross 
Director 

 You have received this newsletter as a result of being a past participant of the Expo. If you want to be removed from further e-mail messages regarding  
 this event, please send a message HERE, and your e-mail address will be removed. 
 
 If you received this from someone else and would like to be added to our mailing list,  send a note HERE and we'll add you to the next distribution. 
 
 Have a story or idea to share? Please share it with us by sending a note HERE 

 


