
Professional Tote 

Sew Many Quilts & Bernina 

Friday, March 13 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday, March 14 from 1:30 to 5:00 pm 

Instructor: Phyllis Van Etten 

 

Pieces must be cut out & fused before class.  

Be sure to allow yourself enough time. 

 

Supply List: 

 Professional Tote pattern (available at Sew Many Quilts) 

 Fabric amounts as specified on the pattern 

 You will need three different, coordinating fabrics. Be sure to note that you need 3/8 

yard extra contrast fabric if you are making fabric handles. (I like the looks better than 

webbing for handles.) 

 I also used the contrast fabric for the #3 top zipper section (get an extra 1/4 yard, but you 

can use the main fabric as specified. 

 Fabric handles (#17) can be made out of contrast fabric or if you want to add another 

element to the front of your tote you can use your lining fabric (you’ll need an extra 1/3 

yard.) It all depends on your choice of fabrics and your personal preference. 

 An extra 5/8 yard fusible fleece by Pellon if you are going to be using this to carry a 

laptop and want a little extra padding. 

 Notions 

 I did not use the cords or cord locks, but instead used about 15” of 3/4” braid elastic (the 

kind with lines running horizontally through it). This is your choice, but I personally didn’t 

like the looks of the cords hanging down. 

 Bring zippers, thread, needles, & Velcro as specified. I used Velcro rather than a snap for 

the outside back pocket. 

 I will bring #16 gauge vinyl for the optional business card pocket if you want to add it. 

 I also used a “D” ring with swivel hook for a key fob, although in my case I use it to hold a 

Pickle Pie Designs USB holder. 

 The other thing I did was put on the #18 Optional Travel Strap. This is great for hanging 

the Professional Tote on the handle of your luggage when traveling. It can be pre-made if 

you want to machine embroider your initials on it.  

 Basic Sewing Supplies:  

 Sewing machine (including power cord, foot control) in good working order. You will be 

sewing through several layers of stabilizer backed fabric at times, so please do not bring a 

“lightweight” machine (i.e., Singer Featherweight, small carry-to-class machine, etc.) 

 machine needles  

 machine oil  



 any specialty machine tools or accessories for your particular machine for adjusting or 

troubleshooting 

 rotary cutter 

 scissors 

 thread snips 

 extra bobbins 

 fabric marker 

 pins 

 regular wonder clips 

 thimble if you use one to close “turning gap” 

 hand sewing needle 

 top stitching foot (#10 for Bernina) 

 regular zig-zag/reverse pattern foot (#1 for Bernina - (most seams are 1/2" inch 

 dual feed or a walking foot is helpful when sewing several layers together 

 

Things to do before coming to class: 

This is a complex bag, but not too hard when broken down into small steps.  You need to have at least 

basic sewing skills. If you don’t come with your fabrics prepared, you won’t be able to finish it in class 

and will delay others. There won’t be time to cut  out pieces the day of class. Please read through 

cutting directions before starting. Prior to coming to class you will need to do the following. 

 Make a photocopy of the Professional Tote Cutting Labels. (If you do not have a copier and need 

to take it to a copy shop there is a “permission to copy” on the second labels page.) Cut them 

apart. Each time you cut a piece out of your fabric, pin the corresponding label to it. 

 Many pieces are close to the same size and you will save yourself headaches & grief if 

everything is labeled. 

 Follow the Layout Diagrams to cut all the pieces of your fabric. If you choose to use the contrast 

fabric around the top zipper, adjust so that you cut it out of the contrast rather than main fabric. 

 Fuse all the interfacing pieces to the wrong side of the corresponding fabric pieces as directed, 

then reattach the labels. 

 If you decide that you want a little extra padding for your computer, use fusible fleece by Pellon 

to cut two pieces for the front and back. They should be cut 17” x 14”. Do not fuse them to the 

pieces until class. 

 

If you have any questions, please email me at customerservice@sewmanyquiltsinbend.com with the 

Subject line Professional Tote Question. 

 

I look forward to this class. It really is a wonderful tote and there are interesting techniques to be 

learned. We’ll be taking it step-by-step and hopefully will have it finished in the scheduled day and a 

half. 

 

Phyllis 

mailto:customerservice@sewmanyquiltsinbend.com

