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Sidewinder

Pat Barry  YOUR LONGARM QUILTING EXPERT

People who attended the Checker Open House 
last month had the chance to see a cool new 
tool – the Deluxe Sidewinder Bobbin Winder 
from Simplicity. This has been designed for the 
needs of quilters, piecers and embroiderers – it 
is awesome! Checker Item # 881715.

This is a portable, lightweight, variable speed 
bobbin winder that fits all bobbins! And it 
doesn’t require a foot pedal, so I can set it up, 
walk away while it winds, and I know it will turn 
itself off when it is done. 

Check the picture – Key features are: 
 There are different posts for the different 

bobbin sizes including the really big “M” 
bobbins used by many longarm quilting 
systems (as shown in the picture). For 
those of us who have several different 
brands of domestic sewing machines, one 
of the other posts will fit all major sewing 
machines (blue, green or yellow). 

 The Sidewinder can handle cone thread, 
which my other machines can’t do easily. I 
can even use the big thread cones because 
the first thread guide (above the cone of
thread) is adjustable in height. There is a 
tension assembly (silver knob) to 
accommodate all sizes and/or weights of 
thread. All of my sewing machines have an 
onboard bobbin winder but I use cone 
thread whenever possible because of the 
economy.

 Carefully winding bobbins is important with 
‘fussy’ threads, so tension adjustments and 
speed adjustments are important.  There is 
a red power button that lights up telling you 
it is ready. The green on/off button is used 
to start the unit, and the white dial (above 
the red power switch) is a speed control. 
Speed control is essential for specialty 
threads like the invisible threads which 
must be wound slowly and gently, so the 
invisible thread does not stretch. 

 It is easy to adjust how much thread is 
wound on the bobbin before it turns itself 
off. This allows us to make adjustments for 
the different size bobbins but also allows us 
to wind a partial bobbin – for those times 
when you only have a partial row of quilting 
to finish. Winding a partial bobbin on a 
typical standalone bobbin winder requires 
adjusting the switch with a screwdriver, or 
stopping the foot pedal before it is done. 
With the Sidewinder bobbin winder, just 
turn the little dial that fits into the bobbin 
space and it will stop automatically.  

 When you are done with a bobbin, no more 
looking for your scissors because there is a 
thread cutter attached ! 

 Since the Sidewinder is portable, I can take 
it with me to quilting retreats. 

 One last feature – It is really cute! 

Always “checking” for a better way to quilt!

Sewlong,

Pat Barry
www.PatBarryQuilts.com
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