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Dear IMQA Members,

Summer is here and it’s time to relax and enjoy family and friends. 
Our summer cabin is a place where family and friends come to visit, 
memories are made and life just seems to be so peaceful. How great 
it would be to enjoy that all year long. Perhaps that is what retire-
ment is like! Speaking of retirement, our president Frederick Hill 
has decided to retire from his positions with IMQA and MQS. Fred 
has been so dedicated to all of the IMQA business and has been our 
Education Chairman for the past three years as well as the presi-
dent of the IMQA Foundation. The board of directors will miss his 
leadership tremendously, his shoes will be hard to fill. We wish Fred 
much happiness in his retirement. He tells us we will still see him 
around because he will continue to assist his wife Val. She is our 
MQS Vendor/Sponsor and Facilities Chairperson and a new member 
of the board of directors of IMQA.  We welcome Val to our board.

Another change to the board of directors is the resignation of Carol 
Wiles due to health issues. Carol was not only on the board but was 
also the Treasurer, bookkeeper, office manager and Membership 
Chairperson as well as the MQS Quilt Show Chairperson. The board 
will miss Carol in so many ways! Not only because of her dedicated 
work ethic but also because of her wonderful sense of humor.

Our new Treasurer and bookkeeper is Janiece Cline. We are happy 
to have found Janiece who has a great deal of experience and 
knowledge in the area of finances. Our new Quilt Show Chairperson 
is Bonnie Bosma. She has been working with Carol for several years 
helping to coordinate the hanging of the quilts at MQS. Our office 
has been relocated from Carol’s home to a building in downtown 
Higginsville Missouri. Our new office manager is Tricia Huegel. 
She will be processing IMQA memberships, all incoming and out-
going mail, MQS registrations and other general office related tasks. 
We welcome all of you.

In this issue we have articles covering two international members 
who attended MQS this year, we have a wonderful article on bat-
ting, which will continue in the Fall and Winter issues, and Business 
Plan Basics continues. Quilt Show Categories are included in this 
issue! Get started on your entries today! There are more Fresh Ideas 
which includes guest contributor Laura Lee Fritz and much more. 

Continue to enjoy the summer and... 

Happy Quilting!
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By Patricia C. Barry

Just in case you have been too busy to 
notice, there is an amazing evolution 
happening in machine quilting.  This 
revolution has gained the attention of 
all types of quilters and has given many 
of us a new product to collect; digitized 
quilting designs.  Eye Candy Redefined!   
It is not just the number of designs that 
are available, it is the fact that we can 
stitch them with absolute accuracy and 
create composite designs with perfect 
symmetry.  We can even stitch corner 
designs and make them look the same in 
all four corners.  How cool is that? 

My favorite pattern designers are 
also quilters so they understand the 
importance of the stitching path, the 
quilting density and filling the space.  
When they create their patterns they 
choose a continuous line that minimizes 
the chance for tucks and puckers.  They 
also often create a suite of patterns with a 
common theme. 

Most suites will contain patterns 
appropriate for blocks of many shapes 
- square, triangle, circle, rectangle, and 

other shapes.  There will be repeatable 
designs with distinct top and bottom 
edges that will work in borders.  
Frequently, these have a connecting 
corner and sometimes a skinny border 
pattern that is perfect for skinny borders 
or sashings.  Pantograph patterns (also 
known as Edge-To-Edge) are great for 
the simpler all-over designs.  Although 
this type of pattern is familiar to 
many quilters, designers are adding 
complementary borders to make them a 
suite too. 

One of the newer styles of pattern is 
background fillers.  These can be stitched 
in the background, as is common on 
appliqué quilts.  Even the dreaded stipple 
can be digitized.  Wow!  Some designers 
have developed designs that fit specific 
quilt block patterns, like the Lone 
Star, Double Wedding Ring, and the 
Drunkards Path.  Imagine, patterns that 
fit the quilt!   

Having a suite of patterns means we 
don’t have to search for that perfect block 
pattern, and then struggle to modify it 
to fit the side triangles or half blocks.  

I like to mix-n-
match patterns but 
when a quilt has 
multiple borders, I 
like having at least 
one that matches 
the main blocks.  I 
think judges like 
that too. 

The pattern themes 
are endless – 
floral, geometric, 
abstract, modern, 
romantic, nautical, 
Celtic, Victorian, 
animal, modern, 
juvenile, trendy – 
it is amazing the 
choices.  Each 
designer has their 
own style, from 
very realistic, to 
traditional, or 
abstract, or stylized, 
and more.  The 

choices excite me and I am driven to 
collect them because I think I have 
the fabric that will match the design 
perfectly!!!  So my design stash grows.  

Okay, by now you know that it takes 
a computerized system to interpret the 
designs and execute them with precision.  
But, don’t panic because you don’t have 
to do any programming!  And don’t get 
discouraged because you don’t “know” 
computers.  Most systems are easy and 
you don’t have to program anything.  You 
should know (or be willing to learn) how 
to use a computer and how to navigate 
using a mouse and keyboard.  Terms 
like Click, Open, Copy, and Save As, 
shouldn’t make you break out in hives.  
A good system should include a good 
manual and a good dealer should provide 
(or at least arrange for) appropriate 
training. 

If you haven’t seen one of these 
computerized systems work, you should 
look for one (or several) at the next big 
quilt show you attend.  Most systems use 
a longarm quilting system, not a shortarm 
system.  That makes sense – why not let 
the computerized system quilt as much as 
it can before you have to roll the quilt? 

Here are some of the key features of a 
good computerized quilting system.

Automatic pattern sizing – Tell the 1. 
system how big your block is, and it 
will resize the pattern for you.  

Want a quarter inch margin?  •	
OK, you got it!  
Is your block a little crooked? No •	
problem. The system can stretch 
the pattern to fit!
Is your block on point? You don’t •	
even have to rotate the pattern – 
the system does it for you. 

Square up the seams – Identify the 2. 
beginning and the end of the seam 
and the system will calculate the 
degrees of rotation AND tilt your 
pattern to fit precisely.  Great for 
borders. 

Crooked sashings?  No problem •	
– identify the seam & the pattern 
is rotated to fit. 
Wavey seamline?  Adjust each •	
pattern individually if needed, to 
fit the space. 

My New Quilting Stash – is Digitized Designs!
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Directional border pattern?  Flip •	
it “H” or “V” to create a perfect 
mirror image at the center.

Uniform resizing of pantographs – 3. 
You pick the pattern scale and tell the 
system how big your area is, and the 
system will resize the pantograph so 
it fits perfectly.  No more missing the 
bottom edge of the quilt. 

Hate that unquilted space •	
between rows?  The system 
should be able to nest the rows 
AND do the math so it all fits 
perfectly at the bottom edge. 

WYSIWYQ – What You See Is What 4. 
You Quilt! 

Not sure if your border will •	
look good with your panto?  
You should be able to select 
your patterns and preview them 
together on the screen, and resize 
them if needed.  Quilt when 
ready!
Can’t tell if the border & •	
corner align?  Zoom in on the 
connection to see if 
they match. 
Afraid the main border •	
has caused the corners 
to shift?  Turn off the 
needle and track the 
stitching path with the 
laser light.  That should 
show exactly how the 
corner fits. 

Computerized quilting systems 
are more expensive than the 
hand-guided systems, but look 
what you can do!  And, look 
at all the ways you can do 
it!  I love my computerized 
system because of its scope 
of functionality.  When I need 
to crank out some fun, fast, 
easy pantographs, it makes 
the process a pleasure.  When 
I need to produce a beautiful 
heirloom piece for a memory-
book occasion, it makes me 
look like an artist.  I couldn’t 
do any of this if it weren’t for 
the wonderful selection of 
digitized quilting patterns.  So, 
thank you Deb, Donna, Kim, 
Anita, Tammy, Linda, Anne, 
and all the rest of you!  My 
new stash is growing, and I am 
lovin’ it! 

By Susie Saunders
Managing Editor’s Note:   While 
visiting the 2008 MQS Susie made an 
interesting batting find.  Susie shares 
her impressions below.  Refer back to 
Linda Thielfoldt’s Batting Chart for 
her impression of the Fairfield Bamboo 
Batting she tested.
Going “Green” and products that are Eco 
Friendly are the buzz words of today’s 
world.  As we become more aware, 
imagine my surprise to find batting made 
from Bamboo!
This earth friendly product derived from 
Bamboo is a 100% natural fiber and 
is touted to be “gorgeously green” as 
well as antibacterial and eco friendly.  I 
personally found it soft to the touch, 
supple, and strong.  Pre-testing prior to 
use on a full size quilt, I found it ranks in 

quality right next to my favorite cotton 
batts as well.  The bamboo batting was 
easy to cut and the needle had no trouble 
gliding through all the layers.  
Several distributors give the following 
suggestions when using bamboo batting:

Do not machine wash or dry batting •	
prior to quilting.  Consult your 
manufacturer’s directions prior to 
washing if you should choose to 
prewash.
Expect 2-3% shrinkage on your first •	
wash.
Hand quilting stitches may be applied •	
up to 8” apart.
After quilting, machine wash and dry •	
your quilt on the delicate cycle.

I would encourage everyone to give 
“bamboo” try.  I give bamboo a “Green” 
thumbs up.

Bamboo Batting Find at MQS®


