
Landscapes to Love 2 day with option of using your own photos with Kathy McNeil

This option is for 
Intermediate level appliqué 
quilters who have a basic 
understanding of  appliqué 
techniques and want to work 
from their own pre-approved 
photo.  See the student 
gallery on Kathy’s web page 
to see what her past students 
have created.  

  If  you are new to appliqué, please use one of  my many landscape patterns. You will be more successful if  
you are not trying to learn too many things at one time. $10.00 pattern fee if  purchased in class. 
 Order from my web store before class or e mail me to bring your chosen pattern with me.    
    www.kathymcneilquilts.com 
  
Supply list for all students.  
Photo approved by Kathy walrusdesigns@aol.com 
Basic sewing supplies.  
Sewing machines with free motion, open toe foot on the second day only. 
One yard of  batting or flannel to use as a design wall. Painters (blue) tape if  venue allows. 
Cutting mats, Class irons, Paper and fabric scissors. (Small sharp tips help to cut out detailed pieces.) 
Clear plastic overlay to trace your entire enlarged photo onto. A sheet of  plastic laminate from your copy center works 
well. 
Fine point Sharpie or colored pencils that shows up on your photocopy, pencils, erasers, and note taking paper. 
Note taking tablet and pen. 
Fabrics, thread. 

Choose your appliqué technique or use a mix of  techniques.  

Raw Edge Appliqué technique -  If  you plan to fuse everything including your background, bring lightweight 
interfacing rather than muslin to fuse against. Bring the size needed for your project.  If  you have sky and water as the 
background for your photo you may sew your sky and water together for your background before class. 
3-4 yards of  lite steam-a-seam fusible. You may bring more for a large project or a small amount if  you will only be 
fusing smaller details in your project. 
Pressing sheet if  you have one. Thread to match fabrics for finishing edges with machine appliqué. 

Finished/turned under edges-for machine or hand appliqué- 
Small can of  Spray sizing/starch. 1/2 yard of  Lite steam a seam for fusing small details.  
Glue pen or stick. I have them for sale. 
Zigzag foot and piecing foot for machine appliqué.  
Any other supplies that you normally use for turning your edges or template material.60 weight or higher Thread to 
match fabrics if  you plan to hand or machine appliqué. 
  
Apliquick is my favorite method for turning  small more complex shapes. I will have all the supplies you need for this 
method with me for purchase.  See a free video on my web site or Youtube for a demonstration. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1B4kh1L_dbg 
               Many students use a combination of  raw edge and finished edges in their quilt tops. 

http://www.kathymcneilquilts.com
mailto:walrusdesigns@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1B4kh1L_dbg
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Fabrics:  No need to pre-wash.  Do not use solids.  
MORE is BETTER. 
You will need lots of  small pieces. I rarely buy more 
than a 1/4 yd of  any one fabric. Pictorial work 
looks best with multiple prints with textural 
suggestions and no glaring repeats. Use multiple 
small scale prints, and batiks! Look for specific 
landscape fabrics that represent rocks, bushes, sand, 
etc depending on the scene you choose.  Be sure to 
have several choices of  light, and medium tone on 
tone fabrics and a smaller amount of  darker for 
contrast. Water and sky fabrics need to be in the 
same blue color family. 

Usually skies are lighter and water darker.  Be sure that the scale size matches what you will need for your picture. 

Learn to make 3-d thread embellishments like branches, trees, surf, etc., 
Bring 1/2 yd of  fine tulle in appropriate color. You will need a machine and a free motion foot, 1 package or 12 inches 
of  water dissolvable Solvy stabilizer, embroidery hoop any size, 40 weight threads in the colors your would like to use. 
  
Pieced diamond or squares for the sky.  Cut out a variety of  pre-cut 2.5 inch squares or diamonds.Audition to create a 
value change or color change across your sky section.  Sew together in rows before class. Sew Rows together in pairs and 
then in groups of  4. Don’t sew one row to the next, there will be a lot of  distortion and stretching.  

Are you using your own Photo to work from? 
Enlarge your photo to a minimum of  24 inches in one direction. The larger the photocopy, the easier it will be to include 
details. Choose scenes that you can envision simplifying to its main idea and shapes. Photos need to be pre approved so 
that you have the best chance of  success. 

Keep it simple! Find on a focal point image and keep the fussy details to a minimum.  
  Remember you need to cut out all of  these shapes to appliqué.  
Large to medium shapes works best. See the multiple tiny complex shapes in the mountain range? That is  
difficult to capture. The red barn is a much better choice.                           
Eliminate as much mid ground as possible as it is the hardest to work with. Shots taken of  subjects at close range or 
farthest away work best. 
 Think about tracing over all the shapes in your photograph. How many shapes can you see in that one rock? Can you 
simplify them into a larger shape just picking out colors or values?  If  you can imagine doing that, then it will work well. 
Small details like dense tree branches are difficult to cut out.  
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Reflections in water are best painted in.  You can also create them by fusing small strips of  contrasting colors or value or 
with thread work. If  you want to try painting, I will have my fabric paint crayons in with me for purchase.  

Gray scale enlargements are fine and less expensive. Please bring your original color photo for reference. Consider 
digitally enhancing your photographs before enlarging. Use your editing tools to;  increase the contrast, sharpen the 
image, crop to bring details into the foreground.  I can review photos for selection and answer questions before you 
enlarge them. 

Please feel free to e mail me with questions before class. walrusdesigns@aol.com  

Kathy 

mailto:walrusdesigns@aol.com

