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On Memorial Day Weekend of 1996, Threads Galore Quilt Shop opened it's doors at their late 1800's home in 
the village of Rangeley.  The shop had a Gammill Long Arm quilting machine, a few bolts of muslin and some 

thread.  Carol and Dan Perkins purchased the 
Gammill, hoping to build a business quilting 
pieces created by others and to move away from 
Carol's hand quilting of all of their own quilts.  
Growth came quickly as Rangeley region 
seasonal and year-round quilters delighted in 
having supplies available locally.  Before long, 
fabric shelves were built and filled with color 
around the shop, additional shop space was 
added, and quilting appointments were being 
scheduled a year in advance.

In autumn of 2000, Threads Galore offered it's 
first Fall Quilt Camp at the Country Club Inn.  
A weekend of quilting instruction and retreat, 

during foliage season, has now become an annual event with two camps offered each fall.  These retreats have 
brought quilters from around the country to Rangeley and many of those first campers are still enjoying 
Rangeley each year.

When the adjacent home, also circa late 1800's, became available for purchase in 2002, Dan and Carol jumped 
on the opportunity to create the Quilt Inn Rangeley Retreat Center.  Doing most of the renovation themselves, 
a huge well-lit studio was created, a modern kitchen added, and all the amenities to house 9 quilters put into 
place.  The first group of Quilt Inn guests arrived in the fall of 2003, even before the project was completed, 
and the Quilt Inn formally opened in 2004.  Quilters come to enjoy weekend and week-long retreats, away 
from the busyness of daily life.  The studio is utilized to teach classes, provide demos, and offer a mid-winter 
Cabin Fever Reliever Quilt Camp.

Loving the natural beauty surrounding Rangeley, Carol organized the first annual Autumn Splendor Quilt 
Shop Hop with eight other shops in 2012, bringing more than 200 quilters to the area during ten days at the 
peak of fall foliage season.

Both award winning quilt makers, Carol and Dan's wall and bed quilts have been shown around New England 
and across the country.  Each year, their show quilts are first exhibited at Maine Quilts in Augusta before 
being juried into additional shows and displayed in the Threads Galore showroom.

Community participation is an integral part of life in Rangeley.  Quilts created by the Threads Galore team 
have been donated to the fund-raising efforts of Rangeley Lakes Regional School's music program, Rangeley 
Public Library, Rangeley Chamber of Commerce, and Rangeley Friends of the Arts.  The shop hosted a 
workshop to create quilts for Hurricane Katrina survivors and Carol quilted many “Love Quilts”, given to 
folks in times of crisis by the local quilt guild.



What does the future hold for this enterprising duo?  In addition to continuing the growth of the Quilt Inn 
Retreat Center, Dan is venturing into the writing and publication of a pattern line for his original quilt and 
table runner designs.  Carol is focusing on  attending more retreats, increasing her opportunities to re-energize 
creatively, and exploring ways to collaborate with others in the quilt industry in Maine and New England.

From simple beginnings in their village home, Carol and Dan Perkins have created 17 years of quilting 
friendships through Threads Galore Quilt Shop & Quilt Inn Rangeley Retreat Center, and their webpage 
www.threadsgalore.com, and look forward to sharing their passion for quilt making for many years to come.
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