
The Favorite Tote 

A simple tote with a classic look featuring your favorite fabric! 
Finished Size: 17” wide x 14” tall with a 4” depth 
 

The Favorite Tote is a simple square bottom tote bag.  We designed the large pocket on the front as a way for 

you to feature your favorite fabric!  You know that fat quarter that you just loved but don’t know how to use?  This 

is the project!  Have a fabric you love but can’t find the right things to compliment it?  Just choose a solid canvas 

and let your favorite fabric steal the show.  Including leather handles and either moleskin or waxed canvas as the 

body of the bag will make this your favorite new tote!   

SUPPLIES: 
• 5/8 Yard Canvas or Moleskin (Outside of the bag) 

Outside Fabric needs to be 54” wide or more.  If it is 45” wide you will need 7/8 yard. 

• 5/8 yard Quilting Cotton (Lining of the bag) 

• 5/8 yard Décor-Bond Fusible Interfacing 

• Fat Quarter or 1/3 yard of your Favorite Fabric for the front pocket 

• 1/3 yard SF101, optional  

If your favorite fabric for the pocket is lightweight such as a lawn or voile or if it is a woven plaid we 
recommend applying this fusible lightweight interfacing to stabilize the pocket. 

• 3” x 26” Leather for two handles  

Depending on the weight of the leather these can be sewn or riveted in place. 

• (2) 6mm rivets and (8) 8mm rivets, optional 

CUT: 

• Outside Fabric: (2) 18” wide x 17” tall AND (1) 13-1/2” wide x 11” tall (pocket lining) 

• Décor-Bond Interfacing: (2) 18” wide x 17” tall 

• Lining Fabric: (2) 18” wide x 17” tall - Be sure any directional prints are running the right direction. 

• Pocket Fabric: (1) 13-1/2” wide x 11” tall – Make sure any direction print, plaid, stripe, etc. is straight 

before you cut out the pocket.  This will be the focal point of your favorite tote! 

• SF101 Interfacing: (1) 13-1/2” x 11” 

Assume a ½” seam allowance throughout unless otherwise stated. 
 

1. Apply the Décor Bond interfacing to the outside fabric pieces (just the 18”x17” pieces, not the pocket lining.)   
 

2. If desired, apply the SF101 interfacing to the Pocket Fabric.  Double check that the pattern is straight before 
fusing the interfacing. 
 

3. Pin the two pocket pieces, right sides together.  We are going to use a great technique so your pockets have 
perfectly square corners!  To accomplish this, sew across the top of the pocket first, 
backstitching at the beginning and end of the seam.  Stop and break the thread and 
turn the pocket 90 degrees.  Fold the seam allowance of the previous seam over so the 
stitch line is exactly on the fold.  Sew the side (you’ll be sewing through 4 layers for the 
first ½.”)  Again, break the thread and turn the pocket 90 degrees.  This side is the 
bottom of the pocket.  You will sew the seam in the same manner (folding the previous 
seam allowance) but on this side you will need to leave about a 4” gap in the center to turn the pocket right side 
out.  Continue on around the pocket in the same manner, folding the final seam allowance in before you complete 
the last ½.” 
 

Fold over so the stiches 
are right on the fold line. 



	  

6. Position the pocket on the front outside piece using the layout 
guide on the right.  Pin in place.  Topstitch the pocket in 
place by sewing through the sides and bottom ¼” from 
the edge.  Take your time to ensure straight even 
stitching.  If desired, rivet the top corners of the pocket to the 
bag piece (this is mostly decorative.) 
 

7. Pin the two outside fabric pieces, right sides together, and sew 
around the outer edge leaving the top open.   

 

Backstitch at 
the beginning 

and end of 

Outside Lining 

9. With the outside piece still inside out, pop out the corner and match up the 
side seam and the bottom seam so the corner creates a triangle. Once it feels like 
the two seams are lying flat on top of each other, pin in place.  Measure down 
the triangle until the base is 4”.  Draw a line across the fabric to mark this spot. 

Side Seam 

Equals the depth of the tote. 

10. Sew across the line you marked in Step 9.  Repeat this step for the other 
corner of the outside piece and the two corners of the lining.  Trim corners, 
leaving a ½” seam allowance. 

11. Turn the outside of the bag right side out.  Place it inside the lining piece (this should still be inside out.)  
Match up the side seams first and pin well, then pin all the way around the top opening of the bag. 
 

12. Sew around the top opening of the bag.  Turn right side out by pulling the bag through the opening you left 
in the lining.  Press the bag well.   
 

13. Attach the handles according to the diagram below.  You can decide 
whether you would like to rivet the handles in place or sew them on.  This 
may depend a great deal on the weight of the leather you’ve chosen for 
your handles.  If you prefer to rivet the handles in place, stop in to the store 
and we’ll walk you through the process.  The following directions are for sewing the 
leather handles in place. 

A. Position handles in place and clip to the bag with Wonder Clips.  Don’t pin 
through the leather, as it will leave permanent holes.  Lengthen your stitch 
length on your sewing machine to a 4.0 or 5.0.  Use a heavy weight needle 
(90/14) or leather needle for your machine. 
 

B. Stitch across the leather as close to the top of the bag as possible.  Then stitch an X through the square 
of leather that extends onto the bag.  Don’t backstitch, instead pull your threads to the inside of the bag, 
tie in a double knot and trim.  Repeat for the other three spots the handles attach. 

Down 3” from the top of the bag 

In 2-1/2” from 
the side of the 

bag 

In 2-1/2” 
from the side 
of the bag 

Pocket Placement 

4. Turn the pocket right side out through the open space you left in the bottom of the pocket.  The folded seam 
allowances will ensure you have perfectly square corners.  As you push out the corners, think of it more as getting 
the layers to lie nicely on top of each other rather than poking them out as would typically be done.   
 

5. Tuck the raw edges from the open section on the bottom edge in and press well.  Topstitch the top edge of the 
pocket, ¼” from the edge.  Tie off threads and trim. 

8. Repeat this step for the lining pieces, with the exception of a 6” section on one side.  Leave this section open 
to turn the bag right side out in a later step.	  

 

Modern Textiles 17 7th Street South, Downtown Fargo        @ModernTextiles  #ModernTextiles   
Copyright Modern Textiles LLC 2015.  May not be produced for commercial use.   

In 1” from	  edge 
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