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Minutes of the special meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Apple Valley, Washington County, 

Utah that was held on the 2
nd

 day of March, 2013 at the Smithsonian Fire Department Building, 1777 

N. Meadowlark Dr. Apple Valley, Utah. 

  

1. The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am. 

 

2. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Moser. 

 

3. Roll Call:  Dale Kingsley, Kevin Sair, and Mayor Moser were present.  Roger Ashmore arrived 

late.  Trevor Black was excused.  Legal Counsel was excused.   

 

4. Declarations of conflict of interests.  
None stated. 

 

5. Discussion and action on the purchase of new apparatus 

 

Mayor Moser said they would like to purchase a 1990 Ford Smeal Fire Engine from California.  

He read all the equipment that it would come with.  He said they were originally asking 

$10,000 and they had agreed to accept $9,000 with a bunch of miscellaneous equipment 

included.  He said it would likely cost about $1,000 to make the trip to bring it back to the 

Town. 

 

Roger Ashmore read a statement expressing that he was opposed to the purchase.  (See 

attached.) 

 

Kevin Sair asked what Roger Ashmore would propose to fix this issue. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he was open to suggestions. 

 

Mayor Moser asked Roger Ashmore if he would rather that the Town not have a workable 

engine, just because he felt that the current volunteers were not doing all they should be doing.  

He said that in the meantime, if there was a fire the Town would then not have anything to put 

the fire out with.  He said the fire department was not required to do training every week.  He 

said they were only required to do 10 hours of training once a quarter.   

 

Roger Ashmore said the fire department doesn’t even do the 10 hours of training. 

 

Mayor Moser said he had asked Dennis Bass to come back to assist on the department as an 

administrative assistant. 

 

Roger Ashmore said that had not been brought to the Council for a vote. 

 

Mayor Moser said the issue did not have to come before the Council, but that as the Mayor he 

could make that executives decision since Mr. Bass was not being paid a wage. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he was concerned that the department was not doing anything and was 

open to suggestion on how to remedy that issue.  He didn’t feel that it was wise to spend money 

on a new apparatus.  He said the firemen had not completed their structure training.  He said 

that a year ago when he was on the department everything on the fire engine worked perfectly.  

He said not one fire fighter on the department was structure certified and that none of them 

were willing to go through structure training.  He said the ones that were willing to go through 

structure training were refused the opportunity. 

 

Mayor Moser asked who was refused the opportunity to receive structure training. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he and Tyler Ruesch both wanted to receive structure training. 
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Mayor Moser said Tyler could not take the training because he was not yet 18 years of age. 

 

Roger Ashmore said that when the current firefighters get together they don’t train, but just 

hold a gossip session. 

 

Mayor Moser asked if Roger Ashmore had been attending the training meetings. 

 

Roger Ashmore said every time he had come on a Friday no one was at the fire station.   

 

Mayor Moser warned Roger Ashmore not to go out on a limb and make accusations unless he 

had actually been to the meetings that have taken place and actually knew what went on in the 

meetings. 

 

Roger Ashmore said that when he was on the department that is what took place. 

 

Mayor Moser said he too served on the department and that he agreed that there have been 

some issues with the volunteer members.  He said that is one of the reasons he asked Dennis 

Bass to come back to assist. 

 

Roger Ashmore said Colby Wittwer was not doing his job as chief. 

 

Mayor Moser said he had spoken with Chief Wittwer that week and addressed any issues that 

existed.  He said those issues should not be discussed in an open and public meeting.   

 

Roger Ashmore said he wasn’t pointing the finger at anyone, but as the department as a whole. 

 

Mayor Moser said he didn’t feel that they should put the purchase of a new apparatus on hold.  

He felt that the purchase would inject some enthusiasm into the current volunteers.  He said the 

current engine was a 1972 and an antique.  He said that until the Town is in a position to hire 

firefighters, he didn’t believe they would be able to find individuals willing to go through 

structure training on a volunteer basis. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he was still willing, but not under the current leadership.  He asked where 

they were on the radios. 

 

Mayor Moser said Denny Bass had spoken with the Washington County Communications 

Director and he gave recommendations on what was needed.  He said they were waiting to hear 

back from the owners of the tower to get back to us to give us access.  He said the upgrade 

would cost between $1,500 and $1,800.  He said they had to be compliant by May, not March. 

 

Kevin Sair again asked Roger Ashmore what he recommended to remedy his stated issues. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he would vote against Dennis Bass to be put back on the department.  He 

said they needed better leadership.  He said he felt the department was just a game to most of 

the members.  He said they were just playing with toys.  He said practice was key.   

 

Kevin Sair asked Roger Ashmore who he would recommend for new leadership. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he did not know. 

 

Kevin Sair asked if Roger Ashmore wanted to lead. 

 

Roger Ashmore said if he was leading everyone would leave, so that wouldn’t fix the issue. 

 

Kevin Sair asked if raising taxes to have a paid department was a solution. 
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Roger Ashmore said that wasn’t a good solution. 

 

Mayor Moser said Colorado City was currently the first contact as they received the emergency 

calls.  He said they would be in charge on a structure fire and that the Town would assist.  He 

said that after what the Town went through with the disincorporation vote, it is hard to get 

people to volunteer. 

 

Kevin Sair asked if Roger Ashmore’s biggest concern was Colby Wittwer’s leadership.  

 

Roger Ashmore said he left because Dennis Bass verbally assaulted him. 

 

Mayor Moser reminded Roger Ashmore that he was on record and not to make accusations as 

they can be used against him.  He said he had been trying to figure out what to do with the fire 

department.  He said that volunteers first need to take care of their families.  He said Colby 

Wittwer had just lost his job and had been spending a lot of time lately dealing with that.  He 

said he felt that the lack of willingness to volunteer and put in time was due to the  

 

Dale Kingsley asked if the firefighters felt like the equipment was not up to par enough to fight 

fires. 

 

Mayor Moser said he felt the brush trucks were up to par enough to fight a brush fire, but he 

didn’t feel the structure engine was up to par enough to fight a structure fire.  He said the old 

truck was also very difficult to drive at this point. 

 

Kevin Sair asked what they would do with the old truck. 

 

Mayor Moser said the Town could donate or sale the old truck. 

 

Roger Ashmore said Leads was holding training regularly. 

 

Mayor Moser said Leads had paid firefighters. 

 

Kevin Sair asked Roger Ashmore where he would like to see the department in a year. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he would like to see it shiny as all get out with everyone structure 

certified. 

 

Mayor Moser said there was no way that would happen. 

 

Roger Ashmore said to operate the engine you had to have four certified structure firefighters. 

 

Mayor Moser said they did not have to be structure certified.  He said the certification was 

recommended, but not required.  He said they only legally had to have some structure training 

to operate the apparatus.   

 

Roger Ashmore disagreed. 

 

Kevin Sair asked what the cost of the training was. 

 

Mayor Moser said they could hire a training instructor to come and train the firefighters.  He 

said they could also go through the training manual and then just take the test. 

 

Kevin Sair again asked what the options were. 
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Mayor Moser suggested that they look for someone who would be willing to conduct training.  

He said he didn’t expect the firefighters to be here all the time, but that they should be training 

a couple times a month.  He said he didn’t think they would be able to schedule the volunteer. 

 

Kevin Sair suggested the volunteers create an availability list so they could try and fill the times 

were there weren’t enough volunteers available.   

 

Response times were discussed. 

 

Mayor Moser said the biggest issue at current time was getting the radio equipment upgraded. 

 

Kevin Sair asked how many volunteer fire fighters were currently involved. 

 

Mayor Moser said he thought there were about seven. 

 

Kevin Sair asked if one of the Town Council could be assigned as a liaison over the fire 

department.  He volunteered to take that position for the next year to help with training.  He 

invited Roger Ashmore to help as well. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he had experienced a house fire and lost a close friend, so he was very 

passionate about firefighting.   

 

Mayor Moser agreed, but stated that they needed to focus on the positive aspects and build on 

them.  He again stated that a new apparatus would help to animate the firefighters to put more 

time in.  He said there were a lot of qualified individuals that lived in Town and he has looked 

at ways they could afford to pay them to assist on the fire department.  He said Dennis Smith is 

a retired fire chief and that he has a lot of experience.  He said he would like to get him to 

volunteer to help with training. 

 

Mayor Moser said he would like to create a junior firefighter program. 

 

Roger Ashmore said he wanted hands on training when the new apparatus arrived. 

 

Motion made by Mayor Moser to approve the purchase of the fire engine and the expense to 

bring it back to Town.  Kevin Sair seconded the motion.  Vote:  Dale Kingsley-yes, Roger 

Ashmore-yes, Kevin Sair-yes, and Mayor Moser-yes.  The motion passed 4/0. 

 

6. Request for a closed session  

 

None requested. 

 

7. Adjournment 

 

Motion made by Dale Kingsley to adjourn the meeting.  Roger Ashmore seconded the motion.  

Vote:  Dale Kingsley-yes, Roger Ashmore-yes, Kevin Sair-yes, and Mayor Moser-yes.  The 

motion passed 4/0. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:47 AM. 

 

 

Date approved: _____________ 
 

 
 

ATTEST BY: _________________________                           ___________________________ 

               Nathan Bronemann                                                     Richard Moser 


