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Brian Head Town Hires New Manager 
Bret Howser is Brian Head’s new Town Manager!  He comes to 

us from Park City, where he worked for 9 years. Bret’s very 

knowledgeable about municipal finance and administration, 

having managed the budget, debt & grants function as well as 

strategic planning in Park City. 

 

The Brian Head Town Council received 34 highly qualified 

applications for the Town Manager position.  They all felt Bret 

Howser is just what Brian Head needs.  He understands how to 

forecast for future year budgets and the Council feels he will help 

with economic growth.  “My family and I are very excited to 

come to Brian Head and be a part of the Town’s very bright 

future,” Howser said. 

 

Bret is married to Lindsey and they have four sons – Jeffrey (8), 

Wesley & Adam (5), and Calvin (4 months).  He enjoys baseball, 

hiking, playing the ukulele and singing.   

 

Bret started his employment with Brian Head Town on April 30, 

2013.  Cecilia Johnson, Town Treasurer, stated, “Right from the 

start Bret has fit in well with our staff and picked up on all the 

Town issues fast!”  He’s already addressed some outstanding 

issues and came up with ideas to help the Town out.  Tom 

Stratton, Public Works Director stated, “Bret’s energy is hard to 

keep up with and he keeps us all on our toes!”  Welcome to Brian 

Head, Bret! 

Larry H. Miller Tour of Utah – 

August 6 – 11, 2013 
Brian Head is about to become a part of the 

world-wide professional bicycling history.  

Larry H. Miller’s Tour of Utah includes 

Southern Utah this year.  This is the 9
th

 year of 

this bicycling event which is likened to the 

“Tour De France.”  It is one of only four UCI-

sanctioned, multi-stage, American pro cycling 

events in 2013 and showcases some of the 

world’s most prestigious teams of cyclists.  This 

year’s race will be the longest and most difficult 

in its nine-year history.  It totals 586 miles and 

43,621 vertical feet of climbing. 

 

Not only does the race involve international 

professional cyclists, it is full of beautiful 

scenery for the riders and observers.  The race 

will pass through (or near) eight national 

forests, monuments and parks as well as six ski 

resorts.  The race takes place in 6 stages and 

will go through the following cities/towns:  

Brian Head, Cedar City, Panguitch, Torrey, 

Richfield, Payson, Salt Lake City, Snow Basin, 

Snowbird, and Park City. 

 

 
Brian Head, Utah (June 11, 2013) 

(continued on page 2) 
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2013 Tour of Utah 
(continued from page 1) 

 

Stage 1 of the 2013 event will start 

in Brian Head, Utah.  At 9,600 feet 

(the base elevation of Brian Head), 

this will be the highest starting 

point of any North American race 

this season.  From Brian Head, the 

cyclists will follow National Scenic 

Highway 143 past Panguitch Lake 

to Highway 89, then onto Highway 

14 ending in Cedar City.  The 

course will ascend 4,000 feet from 

the beginning to the ending of the 

race.   The scenery is beautiful and 

this course will bypass the corner 

of Cedar Breaks National 

Monument. 

 

Fox Sports Network will be 

covering the 2013 Tour of Utah 

event. 

 

Needless to say, volunteers are 

needed to make this event a 

success.  If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact the 

Brian Head Town Office at (435) 

677-2029.    

 

Read more about the 2013 Tour of 

Utah at www.tourofutah.com.   
 
**************************** 

 

New Events Coordinator in 

Brian Head 
Brian Head Town has a new Events 

Coordinator!  Megan Stewart has a 

fun personality and lots of great 

ideas for events in Brian Head!  

She was born and raised in San 

Diego, California.  Recently, 

Southern Utah has captured her 

heart.  She comes to us as a “jack 

of all trades.”  Her most recent 

career positions have varied from a 

Business Analyst to an Internet 

Developer to a SQL Database 

Administrator.  
 

Megan can’t wait to meet everyone 

and start making a difference in our 

community.  Welcome Megan! 

 
Brian Head Town Events (June, July & August, 2013) 

 

 

June 22 – Summer Operations Opening Day at Brian Head Resort.  

There are lots of fun summer-time activities at the Resort.  For more 

information go to www.brianhead.com.  
 

July 4 – Brian Head Fire Department’s Annual Pancake Breakfast 

and Fireworks Display.  Breakfast will be from 8 – 10:30 a.m. at the 

Town Pavilion.  Fireworks display at dusk (at Town Park).  For more 

information call (435) 677-2029. 
 

July 4, 5 & 6 - 19
th

 Annual Brian Head Arts and Craft Festival.  

Festival is from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily at Village Way.  A “Street Dance” 

will be held on July 4
th

 and 6
th

 from 5 – 8 p.m.   There will be a Beer 

Garden set up on all days (hosted by Pizano’s Pizza).  Many other fun 

activities are in the works.  For more information call (435) 990-1101. 

 

July 5 & 6 – Brian Head Town’s Annual ATV Rally.  There will be 

food, prizes, an ATV education certification, non-resident permits, an 

obstacle course, and a Poker Run with  a choice of 2 beautiful routes to 

ride.  For more information call (435) 677-2029.     
 

July 6 – Pizano’s 3
rd

 Annual Pie Eating Contest at 1 p.m. at 259 South 

Village Way.  Entries are free!  For more information call (435) 677-3341.    
 

July 19 & 20 – Brian Head Thunder Motorcycle Rally.  Have you ever 

done it on a motorcycle?  Come ride the mountain road.   It’s an experience 

you’ll never forget.  For more information call (435) 677-2029. 
 

July 20  – Team Utah Disc Golf Tournament @ Brian Head Resort.  All 

ages from beginner to professional are welcome.  For more information 

contact Doug Smith at db.stondex@gmail.com. 
 

August 2, 3 & 4 – Annual Festival of Flavors & Brew Fest (at Cedar 

Breaks Lodge and Giant Steps Day Lodge). You are invited to join us for 

to the  Brewfest and Wine Tasting event – kegs are tapped, bottles corked, 

food served and live bands start jamming at 12 noon and go until 7 pm – 

the party then moves inside to the Cedar Breaks Bar & Grill!  
 

August 6 – Larry H. Miller Tour of Utah.  Brian Head Town is the 

starting point for this world-famous bicycle race.  Read more about it in 

this newsletter issue. 

 

August 10 – Flyin’ Brian Gravity Fest Downhill & Super-D Mountain 

Bike Race. To compete, a USA Cycling license (annual or day license) 

needs to be purchased at www.usacycling.org. Online registration can be 

found at www.go-ride.com 
 

For more information on any of the above events go to our website at 

www.brianheadtown.utah.gov 

http://www.tourofutah.com/
mailto:db.stondex@gmail.com.
http://www.usacycling.org/
http://www.go-ride.com/
http://www.brianheadtown.utah.gov/
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Livestock Laws Affecting Brian Head Town 
(By Brad Benson, Deputy Public Safety Officer) 

 

 Utah State Route 143 was originally a livestock trail and has been used as such since the 1800’s when farmers and 

ranchers began operating in this area.  There is a very long history of agriculture in this area that is still in existence today.  

SR 143 is still a designated livestock trail that provides the main access to grazing lands in our area.  During the spring, 

summer and fall months motorists can expect to see sheep and cattle on and along this highway and need to be aware of the 

possible problems associated with sharing the roadway with livestock. 
 

 Motorists need to realize that Utah State laws favor livestock and livestock producers.  These animals are the 

farmers/ranchers livelihood and they (the livestock) have every right to use designated trails for access to grazing lands.  It 

is the motorist’s responsibility to be able to maneuver through and around these animals, without harming them, when they 

come upon them in the roadway. 
 

 Most large cattle and sheep drives are accompanied by cowboys and sheep herders who do everything they can to 

warn motorists that cattle and sheep are in the roadway.  As the livestock are moved up or down the road they are usually 

followed by a “spotter truck”.  This vehicle is usually driving far enough back from the herd so that when a vehicle 

approaches they know that livestock are in the road.  A “spotter truck” may be pulling a stock trailer and have its 

emergency lights on and a bright colored flag hanging from it.  It is important that when a motorist sees this they 

immediately slow down. 
 

 When a vehicle approaches a “spotter truck” there are usually herders on horseback or on ATVs that will help the 

driver of the vehicle make its way through the animals.  Meeting a herd of animals head on is usually easier to maneuver 

through.  The animals simply walk around the vehicle.  Meeting a herd going the same way may be harder.  The important 

thing to do is remain patient and drive slowly.  The herder may direct the driver to stay directly behind their horse or ATV 

and will guide the vehicle around or through the herd.  
 

 An important tip for when you come to a herd of animals in the roadway is to not make too much noise that will 

affect the animals and make them stop in front of you.  Never honk your horn!  A mother cow or sheep will hear you 

honking and immediately stop and begin looking for her calf or lamb.  She may turn around and run back to the last place 

she saw her calf or lamb even though it may be right in front of her.  Nothing slows down a herd of animals like people 

honking their car horns.  Always allow time to get through the herd.  Many people try to rush things and, as a result, slow 

down everyone’s progress. 
 

 Motorists need to be aware that if they injure or kill any animals on a designated livestock trail, they could be 

liable for the damages caused, not only to their vehicle, but also to the owner of the livestock.  This is true for livestock 

being actively herded by a cowboy or sheep herder as well as animals left unattended.  Livestock, like all animals, have a 

mind of their own and could decide it is time to go home.  Most vehicle/livestock accidents occur after dark and involve 

livestock who, for whatever reason, decide to walk down the road. 
 

 Numerous court cases in recent years involving vehicle versus livestock accidents have not only resulted in the 

driver of the vehicle paying for the injured livestock but also having to pay for calves or lambs that that animal may have 

given birth to over a 2-3 year period.  Indeed hitting a cow or sheep could be an expensive proposition. 
 

 While we are talking about livestock in our area, let’s make a few important points.  Brian Head is located in an 

area surrounded by farmers and ranchers using both private and public grazing lands.  Homeowners need to realize that 

Utah is a “fence out” state.  This means that anyone who wishes to keep livestock out or off their property needs to 

construct and maintain fences that will keep the animals out.  Many times farmers and ranchers will help construct these 

fences but it is still legally the property owner’s responsibility. 

 

(continued on page 4) 
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Livestock Laws Affecting Brian Head Town 
(continued from page 3) 

 

 A good illustration to this is the fence that runs 

along Interstate 15.  These fences are constructed and 

maintained by the State of Utah to keep animals and 

people off of the highway, not to keep cars in.  

Remember the old saying “good fences make good 

neighbors”. 

 

 As a landowner, you have the right to protect 

your property from any unwanted livestock but you may 

not injure, kill or harass wandering livestock who 

trespass.  Putting up “no trespassing” signs do little to 

help keep animals from encroaching on private land.  

Animals cannot read.  Adequate fencing is the most 

efficient way to keep livestock out.  The best way to 

handle any livestock problem is to contact local law 

enforcement.  The Brian Head Marshal’s Office answers 

many animal problem calls each year.  Each Deputy 

usually knows whose livestock belongs to whom and 

will contact them immediately when there is a problem. 

 

 In summary, it is important to know that 

livestock plays a vital role in our area, and are as much a 

part of Brian Head as are skiers, mountain bikers, hikers 

or anyone else coming to our area to enjoy what we have 

to offer.  Be patient, be aware, and most of all . . . . . . be 

safe!    

 

******************************************** 

 
2013 Municipal Election 

A Brian Head Town Municipal Election will be held on 

November 5, 2013.  The Mayor and 2 Council seats are 

open.  H.C. “Dutch” Deutschlander (incumbent) and Jim 

Ortler have filed for Mayor and Clayton Calloway, 

David “Sky” Bourne, and Reece Wilson have filed for 

Council.  Since only 2 have filed for Mayor and 3 for the 

Council positions, a Primary election will not be required 

this year.  

 

It’s not too late if you are interested in running for these 

positions! You can file to run as a “write-in” candidate 

from August 14
th

 (the day after the Primary Election will 

be held for cities & towns) through September 6, 2013.  

The “write-in” candidates are required to file with the 

Town Clerk no later than September 6, 2013 (which is 60 

days before the General Election as required by law).  

Read more about the candidates in the September 2013 

newsletter!   

 

“Economy is the method by which we prepare 

today to afford the improvements of 

tomorrow”                       

 -Calvin Coolidge 

 

Change in Sales Tax Rate 
At the Council meeting of June 11, 2013, the Town 

Council unanimously voted to impose a 1% Transient 

Room Tax on lodging sales and increase the Resort Sales 

Tax by .1% on purchases other than unprepared food.   
 

Brian Head Town currently imposes a 1.5% Resort Tax.  

Per State law, the Town can increase this to 1.6%. The 

additional .1% Resort Tax was approved in 2008 by the 

State Legislature.  This was in response to the removal of 

sales of non-prepared food from the sales tax base.  Brian 

Head Town looked at this in 2013 when reviewing all 

taxes collected by the Town. 
 

The Transient Room Tax will be assessed for all rents 

charged on use of public accommodations for less than 

30 consecutive days in a motel, hotel, inn, bed & 

breakfast, condominium, resort home, campground or 

recreational vehicle park.  The tax is also imposed on 

fees and memberships for timeshares.  
 

Council member, Linda Ames, summed up the Councils’ 

feelings by stating, “for the last 2 years, the Town 

Council has decreased property taxes in Brian Head by 

5% each year (for a total of 10%).  The Town has also 

entered into a “hold harmless” agreement on Sales and 

Use Taxes with the State Tax Commission for the last 

several years.  We have been guaranteed to receive 

$127,000 in Sales and Use Taxes through the 2013 

budget year.  This amount will decrease to 90% of the 

$127,000 starting with the 2014 budget year and ending 

with the 2016 budget year. After June 30, 2016, the sales 

tax distribution will be based on 50% direct point of sale 

and 50% population, therefore, the amount we will 

receive will be much less. In order to make up for the 

lost revenue, we feel the additional .1% Resort Tax and 

adoption of the 1% Transient Room Tax needs to take 

place.”  The Council feels this will benefit the businesses 

because the additional revenue will be used to generate 

events in the Town and help with economic 

development. 
 

Note:  Per State law, there is a 90-day waiting period 

from the time the taxes are adopted by the Town to the 

time they are collected by the State Tax Commission so 

the above taxes will not go into effect until October 1, 

2013. 
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Boy Scouts Invade Brian Head Town! 
Brian Head’s annual town clean-up day was a big success this year!  It was held June 5, 2013.  We not only had several 

townspeople show up to help clean up our Town, but we had approximately 50 Thunder Ridge scouts and staff members.  

Thanks to Georg & Rob Hartlmaier for providing shuttle service for the scouts to and from their scout camp at Thunder 

Ridge.  Several bags of garbage were filled and, after all the hard work, the annual town barbecue was held.  Alice Mattson, 

Town Receptionist and Party Planner, stated, “We served between 150 – 180 people at the barbecue.”   

 

After the town clean-up and barbecue, Brian Head Town celebrated Arbor Day by planting 3 quaking aspen trees between 

the Town Hall and Steam Engine Drive.  It was a busy day for everyone.  Thanks to all who helped!  What a great 

community! 

 

 

 

 
Brian Head summer crew - planting trees on Brian Head’s 

     Arbor Day (June 5, 2013) 

 

 
 

Town Tidbits 
 Please don’t place construction debris, tree 

limbs, or tree branches in the Town dumpsters.  

You may use the dumpster at the Town Public 

Works shop located at 475 South Highway 143 

for these items.  Thanks! 

 

 Utah’s Patchwork Parkway Hwy 143 

Celebration is coming soon. The date has not 

yet been set.  Come explore Utah’s newest 

national scenic byway expanding from 

Parowan, Brian Head and Panguitch.  Call 

(435) 677-2029 or (435) 477-3734 or go to 

www.brianheadtown.utah.gov for more 

information.  

 
 

 
Brian Head Town’s 2013 summer crew - From left to right:  Waylon Skeem, 

 Jesse English, JD Knowles, Aaron Gurr, and RJ Harting 

http://www.brianheadtown.utah.gov/

