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Sec. 4-101 Sec. 4-101 
 
 ARTICLE A 
 
 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
SECTION 4-101 DEFINITIONS. 
 

The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings prescribed in this 
section except in those cases where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 

1. “Animal” does not include people but means any other mammal or any reptile, bird or amphibian; 
 

2. “At large” means not securely confined by a fence or other means on premises under the control 
of, or occupied by, the owner, and not under the control of the owner, a member of his immediate family over 
twelve (12) years of age or an agent of the owner, by leash or otherwise not to exceed fifteen (15) feet, whether 
on the owner’s premises or not; 
 

3. “Animal shelter” means any facility operated by a humane society, or a municipal agency, or its 
authorized agents for the purpose of impounding or caring for animals held under the authority of this chapter 
or state law; 
 

4. “Commercial animal establishment” means any pet shop, grooming shop, auction, riding school 
or stable, zoological park, circus, performing animal exhibits, kennel or like establishment; 
 

5. “Grooming shop” means a commercial establishment where animals are bathed, clipped, plucked 
or otherwise groomed; 
 

6. “Humane officer” is any person designated by the State of Oklahoma, this municipality, or a 
humane society as a law enforcement officer qualified to perform such duties under this chapter or the laws of 
this state; 
 

7. “Kennel” includes any premises wherein any person engages in the business of either boarding, 
breeding, buying, letting for hire, training for a fee, or selling dogs or cats; 
 

8. “Licensing authority” is the town clerk or a veterinarian or veterinary hospital designated by the 
town. 
 

9. “Owner” means any person, firm, or corporation owning, harboring, or keeping an animal. The 
occupant of any premises on which a pet remains, or to which it customarily returns, for a period of ten (10) 
days or more, shall be deemed to harboring or keeping the pet; 
 
 10. “Pet” is any animal kept for purposes other than utility or profit; 
 
 11. “Pet shop” refers to any person, partnership or corporation except for a licensed kennel which as 
part of its business buys, sells or boards animals; 
 
 12. “Residential districts” are those areas of the town included within the residential used districts as 
fixed and established by the zoning ordinance of the town; 
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Sec. 4-101 Sec. 4-105 
 
 13. “Public nuisance” refers to any animal which: 

  a. Molests passersby or passing vehicles; 

  b. Attacks other animals; 

  c. Is repeatedly at large; 

  d. Damages private or public property; or 

  e. Whines or howls during hours of darkness so as to repeatedly disturb the tranquility of the 
neighborhood. 

 
 14. “Restraint” or “under restraint” refers to any animal secured by a leash not to exceed fifteen (15) 
feet, fenced or within the real property limits of its owner, or under the control of or obedient to the control of a 
responsible person; 
 
 15. “Riding school or stable” is any place which has available for hire, boarding and/or riding 
instruction, any horse, pony, donkey, mule or burro; 
 
 16. “Veterinary hospital” is any establishment maintained and operated by a licensed veterinarian for 
surgery or other diagnosis and treatment of injury or disease of animals; 
 
 17. “Vicious animal” is any animal that has bitten, clawed or attempted to bite or claw any person 
without undue provocation, or which threatens to bite or claw any person without undue provocation; and 
 
 18. “Wild animal” is any animal other than dogs, cats or farm animals normally found in a wild or 
undomesticated state. 
 

State Law Reference: Town authority to regulate animals, 11 O.S. Section 22-115. 
 
SECTION 4-102 KEEPING IN ANNOYING MANNER. 
 

The keeping of, or permitting the keeping of, any livestock, animals or fowl within the corporate limits 
of the town in such a manner that it annoys or bothers a person or persons, by barking, howling, or otherwise, 
or disturbs the peace and quiet of a person is unlawful and a public nuisance. 
 
SECTION 4-103 ANIMALS NOT TO BE AT LARGE. 
 

No owner shall permit any animals, including chickens/and other fowl, owned, harbored or kept by 
him to be at large at any time. All animals must be kept under restraint. 
 
SECTION 4-104 TURNING ANIMALS AT LARGE UNLAWFUL. 
 

It is unlawful for any person to open any enclosure in which any animal is confined as required by 
ordinance so as to turn such animal at large, or in any manner to turn such animal at large. 
 
SECTION 4-105 SWINE NOT TO BE KEPT WITHIN TOWN. 
 

A. It is unlawful for any person to keep swine within the town except in an enclosure awaiting 
immediate transportation. 
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Sec. 4-105 Sec. 4-107 
 
 

B. The keeping or maintaining, or permitting to be kept or maintained, any swine within the town is 
hereby declared to be a public nuisance. (Prior Code, Title IV, as amended) 
 
SECTION 4-106 PASTURING PUBLIC AREAS, ILLEGAL. 
 

It is unlawful for any person to stake, confine, or pasture any animal on any public school ground or 
other public property, federal state, town or other, on any railroad right-of-way, or on any property without the 
consent of the person owning or controlling such property. 
 
SECTION 4-107 IMPOUNDMENT AND SALE OF NUISANCE ANIMALS AND ANIMALS 

RUNNING AT LARGE, CITATION. 
 

A. It is the duty of the animal control officer of the town to take into his possession any animal that 
may be in violation of this chapter running at large upon the streets, curbing, alleys, public places or 
trespassing upon the lands of any person within the corporate limits of the town, or any animal which 
constitutes a public nuisance, and impound such animal. An animal impounded by virtue of this chapter shall 
be released to the owner or person entitled to the possession thereof upon payment of the cost of feeding such 
animal a sum as set by the town board of trustees. 
 

B. If the owner or person entitled to the possession of any animal impounded under this chapter does 
not procure the release of such animal within forty-eight (48) hours after impoundment, the animal control 
officer shall post a description of the animal in the town clerk’s office, which description shall give the color, 
sex and description of the animal impounded and shall state that the animal will be sold, or otherwise disposed 
of, unless it is released from impoundment on a date not less than seventy-two (72) hours from the date the 
notice or description is posted in the clerk’s office. 
 

C. If the owner or person entitled to the possession of any animal impounded under this section is 
known, the animal control officer shall notify him, in writing or by telephone, that the animal will be destroyed 
unless the owner or other person releases such animal from impoundment. If such animal is not released from 
impoundment by the owner or person entitled to the possession thereof prior to such date, the animal control 
officer may sell the animal to the highest bidder for cash, and the buyer shall thereafter have complete title to 
such animal. 
 

D. From the proceeds of the sale of animals sold under this section, there shall be first paid the cost 
of feeding the animals and the cost of publishing the notice of sale. The residue shall be paid into the office of 
the town clerk and placed to the credit of the general fund. 
 

E. Any authorized officer may enter on the premises of the owner or other private premises to take 
an animal into custody which is in violation of this chapter. 
 

F. An animal impounded and found to be suffering from a dangerous disease shall not be released 
while infected and may be destroyed if deemed necessary by the animal control officer. 
 

G. In addition to, or in lieu of, impounding a public nuisance or at large animal, the animal control or 
police officer may issue a citation to the owner and the court may impose a fine of not less than $25.00 and not 
more than a maximum as provided in Section 1-108 of this code. An owner harboring or possessing a vicious 
animal may be issued a citation and fined in the amounts as set forth herein, and the court may further order 
such animal, if still living to be destroyed. (Amended 08/03/87) 
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Sec. 4-108 Sec. 4-111 
 
 
SECTION 4-108 REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF DOGS. 
 

A. It is the duty of every person owning, keeping or harboring within the town any dog six (6) 
months of age or older to cause such dog to be registered with the town clerk, by giving the clerk a description 
of the dog, including its name, breed and sex, and the owner’s or keeper’s name and address, and applying for 
and obtaining a license for such dog, within thirty (30) days after such dog reaches the age of six (6) months or 
after the dog is brought into the town, and on or before the first of May of each year thereafter. 
 

B. The registration and license tax provided in this chapter shall not apply to a dog only temporarily 
brought and kept within the town, nor to a dog brought within the town to participate in a dog show, nor to a 
“seeing eye” dog when such dog is actually being used by a blind person to aid him in going from place to 
place, nor to dogs being kept in kennels or pet shops for sale. 
 
SECTION 4-109 LICENSE TAX AND TAG. 
 

A. There is hereby imposed a license tax as set by the town board by motion or resolution per annum 
on each dog in the town. Such tax shall be paid at the time the annual license required by Section 4-107 is 
obtained. Upon the payment of such tax to town clerk, the clerk shall receipt therefor and furnish the applicant 
a duplicate thereof which duplicate receipt shall contain a description of the dog upon which the tax was paid. 
The clerk shall also issue an appropriate tag to the applicant. The tag shall constitute a license for the dog. 
 

B. The owner shall cause the tag received from the town clerk to be affixed to the collar of the dog 
upon which the tax has been paid so that the tag can easily be seen by officers of the town. The owner shall see 
that the tag is so worn by the dog at all times. 
 

C. In case the tag is lost before the end of the year for which it was issued, the owner may secure 
another for the dog by applying to the town clerk, showing to him the original receipt, and paying a fee of fifty 
cents ($.50). 
 

D. All monies collected from dog tax by the town clerk shall be paid into the town treasury and 
placed in the general fund of the town. 
 
SECTION 4-110 RABIES VACCINATION. 
 

It is the duty of the owner, keeper, or harborer of every dog or cat in the town, once each calendar year 
before the first day of May thereof and, in the case of a pup or kitten, before it is six (6) months old, to cause 
such dog or cat to be vaccinated against rabies by ah licensed veterinarian, secure a certificate of vaccination 
from the veterinarian, and attach to the collar of the dog or cat a metal tag indicating the vaccination. No 
license shall be issued for the keeping of any dog in the town until a certificate of such vaccination for the 
current year is exhibited to the town clerk. 
 
SECTION 4-111 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 
 

It is unlawful for any person willfully and maliciously to pour on, or apply to, an animal, any drug or 
other thing which inflicts pain on the animal; or, knowingly to treat an animal in a cruel or inhumane manner; 
or knowingly to neglect an animal belonging to him or in his custody in a cruel or inhumane manner. 



 Animals 
 

 
Page 4-8 

Sec. 4-112 Sec. 4-117 
 
 
SECTION 4-112 POISONING ANIMAL. 
 

It is unlawful for a person willfully to poison any dog or other animal except a noxious, non-
domesticated animal. It is unlawful knowingly to expose poison so that the same may be taken by such an 
animal. 
 
SECTION 4-113 ENCOURAGING ANIMALS TO FIGHT. 
 

It is unlawful for any person to instigate or encourage a fight between animals; or, to encourage one 
animal to attack, pursue, or annoy another animal, except a noxious non-domesticated animal; or keep a house, 
pit, or other place used for fights between animals. 
 
SECTION 4-114 DOGS MUZZLED AND CATS CONFINED. 
 

A. When the health officer determines and certifies that a dog, a cat, or other animals in the town or 
within five (5) miles of the town is or was infected with rabies and that an epidemic of rabies threatens the 
town, the board of trustees, by resolution, may order all dogs to be muzzled when at large within the town, and 
if deemed desirable, all cats to be confined, during a period of time to be determined by the board of trustees. 
Such resolution or an adequate notice of its passage shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the town and shall go into effect on the date following such publication unless the resolution prescribes 
a later time. 
 

B. While such resolution is in effect, it is unlawful for any owner to permit an unmuzzled dog or a 
cat to be at large in violation of such resolution, or for any such dog or a cat to be at large in violation thereof. 
 
SECTION 4-115 VICIOUS ANIMAL MAY BE KILLED. 
 

Any person may kill an animal in self-defense or in defense of another when the animal, without undue 
provocation, bites him or the other, or attacks, or attempts to bite or attack, him or the other in such manner that 
an ordinarily prudent person would be led to believe that the person toward whom the efforts of the animal are 
directed is about to be bitten or otherwise physically harmed. 
 
SECTION 4-116 ANIMAL THAT BITES TO BE REPORTED AND CONFINED. 
 

Any owner or custodian of an animal having any reason to believe that such animal has bitten any 
person in the town shall immediately report such incident to the chief of police of the town. Such animal shall 
immediately be confined at the veterinary clinic chosen by the owner or custodian, under observation of a 
licensed doctor of veterinary medicine, for a period of ten (10) days to determine if such animal be rabid. The 
cost of confinement shall be borne by the owner or keeper of the animal. 
 
SECTION 4-117 RABID ANIMALS. 
 

A. Any animal suspected of being rabid or of having been bitten by a rabid animal may be confined 
by order of the health officer or police chief to determine whether the animal is rabid. If a person has been 
bitten or if there is good reason to believe that a person has been otherwise infected by such animal, the health 
officer or police chief may have the animal put to death in a humane manner and have it examined by medical 
authority to determine whether it has rabies. All expenses incurred in confining the animal as provided in this 
section shall be paid by the owner or keeper of the animal. 
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Sec. 4-117 Sec.4-120 
 
 

B. Any such animal as described in Subsection A hereof may be killed if it cannot be impounded 
safely in the discretion of the animal control officer. 
 
SECTION 4-118 KENNELS MUST BE LICENSED. 
 

Any person owning or operating a kennel must first secure a license from the town clerk and pay a sum 
as set by the town board per year for the license. The location of the kennel shall be subject to any planning or 
zoning guidelines or decisions of the town board of trustees or town planning commission. In any case, no 
kennel may be kept in any residential area of the town. 
 
SECTION 4-119 BUILDINGS FOR ANIMALS. 
 

A. Every stable or building wherein any animal is kept within the town shall be constructed of such 
material and in such manner that it can be kept clean and sanitary at all times. 
 

B. Every stable or building, if located within two hundred feet (200) of any tenement or apartment 
house, hotel, restaurant, boarding house, retail food store, building used for educational, religious, or hospital 
purposes or residence other than that occupied by the owner or occupant of the premises upon which such 
animal is kept, shall be provided with a water-tight and fly-tight receptacle for manure, such size as to hold all 
accumulations in such manner as to prevent it from being or becoming a nuisance, and shall be kept covered at 
all times except when open during the deposit or removal of manure or refuse. No manure shall be allowed to 
accumulate on such premises except in such receptacle. 
 

C. No stable, dog kennel, chicken coop, dovecote, rabbit warren, yard or other establishment 
wherein animals are kept, shall be maintained closer than forty (40) feet to any tenement or apartment house, 
hotel, restaurant, boarding house, retail food store, building used for educational, religious or hospital purposes 
or residence other than that occupied by the owner or occupant of the premises upon which such animal is 
kept. 
 

D. Every stable, structure, pen, coop or place wherein an animal is kept or permitted to be, shall be 
maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, devoid of rodents and vermin and free from objectionable odors. 
 

E. Manure shall be hauled outside the town in a manner which does not jeopardize the public health, 
or else shall be spread evenly upon the ground and turned under at once or as soon as the weather permits. 
 

F. The health officer, upon complaint at any person, shall inspect any structure or place where an 
animal is kept, and may do so on his own initiative. He may issue any such reasonable order as he may deem 
necessary to the owner of such animal to cause such animal to be kept as provided in this chapter or in a 
manner so as not to constitute a nuisance. He may make a complaint before the municipal judge against any 
person for violation of any provision of this chapter or of any such reasonable order; but this shall not abridge 
the right of others to make such complaint. 
 
SECTION 4-120 TOWN MAY ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR OPERATION OF POUND. 
 

The board of trustees is authorized to join into a cooperative effort with the county or any other 
community in the county for the purpose of establishing, operations and maintaining a pound for animals 
running in violation of this chapter. 
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SECTION 4-121  TETHERING DOGS. 
 
 
 Any devise used to tether a dog must be at least (TEN) 10-feet long and attached in a 
manner that prevents strangulation or other injury to the dog, or entangled with objects, that 
would not allow the dog to roam freely. A cable trolley system may be used to tether a dog as 
long as the stationary cable is at least (TEN) 10-feet long and the dog can move perpendicularly 
at least 10-feet away from the stationary line. The line should be attached to the dog with a 
buckle-type collar or a body harness. The devise used to tether can weigh no more than 10% 
(percent) of the animal’s weight and must allow the dog access to food and water at all times. In 
addition to being a misdemeanor, a violation of the dog tethering ordinance would be subject to a 
civil penalty of $100.00 per day for each day of the violation. 
 
 
SECTION 4-122 LEASH LAW. 
 
 

 It is against the law for domesticated animals such as dogs to run unrestrained 
within the City Limits. They must be confined to their guardian’s property or walked on a leash. 
Guardians of dogs can receive a misdemeanor citation for allowing their pets to run at large. 
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Sec. 4-130 Sec. 4-133 
 
 
 ARTICLE B 
 
 PERMITS FOR SMALL/LARGE ANIMALS 
 
SECTION 4-130 DEFINITIONS. 
 

The following terms respectfully ascribed to them in this section: 
 

1. “Large animals” mean horses, mules, donkeys, cattle, goats, sheep or any other animal of similar 
size or stature; 
 

2. “Small animals” mean rabbits, hares, guinea pigs, chinchillas, ducks, hamsters, pigeons (except 
homing pigeons) or any other animal of similar size or stature; 
 

3. “Keeper” or “person” refers to any person, firm or corporation owning or actually keeping, 
having, using or maintaining any of the animals herein referred to; 
 

4. “Permit” is the permit issued by the city clerk upon approval of the city health officer; 
 

5. “Rat proof” is a state of being constructed so as to effectively prevent entry of rats; and 
 

6. “Health officer”, as used in this chapter, means the director of the county health department or his 
authorized agent. 
 
SECTION 4-131 PERMITS REQUIRED. 
 

It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to keep, own, maintain use or have in their possession 
any animals, as defined in this chapter, within the corporate limits of the town; except that the animals may be 
kept under the conditions hereinafter set forth, provided a permit be first obtained as hereinafter provided. 
 
SECTION 4-132 PERMITS. 
 

Permits, as hereinafter referred to and required to be had as a prerequisite to the keeping, owning, 
maintaining, using or having in their possession any animals, as defined in this chapter, may be obtained from 
the town clerk after an application for the permit has been filed with and approved by the city health officer. 
The health officer shall approve the application only after determining that the applicant for the permit 
complies with the requirements for the keeping of the animals as set forth herein. 
 
SECTION 4-133 CLASSIFICATION OF PERMITS. 
 

There shall be two (2) classifications of permits that may be issued under the provisions of this chapter 
as follows: 
 

1. Permit for the keeping of small animals, the fee for which shall be One Dollar ($1.00) per year or 
any fraction thereof and all permits shall expire the 31st day of December of each year; and 
 

2. Permit for the keeping of large animals, the fee for which shall be Two Dollars ($2.00) per year 
or any fraction thereof and all permits shall expire the 31st day of December of each year. 
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Sec. 4-134 Sec. 4-136 
 
 
SECTION 4-134 NUMBER OF ANIMALS ALLOWED. 
 

No permit shall be issued or be valid if issued for the permitting and keeping within the town, a 
combined total of more than two (2) large animals or ten (10) small animals, but limited to no more than four 
(4) dogs. No permit shall be issued or be valid if issued for more than one large animal for each acre of land. 
No more than one permit may be issued for each location within the town. (amended 12/6/2004) 
 
SECTION 4-135 PERMITS FOR LARGE/SMALL ANIMALS. 
 

A. Permits for the keeping of large animals shall be issued only to those applicants who provide 
facilities for the keeping of large animals in quarters set out herein, which will confine the large animals within 
limits not closer than one hundred (100) feet to the exterior limits of any dwelling resided in by anyone other 
than the applicant unless the other building is owned by the applicant; and 
 

B. Permits for the keeping of small animals shall be issued only to those applicants who provide 
facilities for the keeping of such small animals in quarters set out herein, which will confine the small animals 
within limits not closer than twenty-five (25) feet to the exterior limits of any dwelling resided in by anyone 
other than the applicant. 
 
SECTION 4-136 STANDARDS. 
 

Practices to be observed in the keeping of the animals under this chapter. Upon the obtaining of the 
permit from the town clerk as provided in the preceding section, every keeper shall observe the following 
practices: 
 

1. Every keeper of any of the animals shall confine the same in an enclosure sufficient to prevent 
their running at large and the enclosure shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition at all times and 
approved insecticide shall be used as often as deemed necessary by the town health officer; 
 

2. Every keeper shall provide a shelter or area of a size sufficient to be conducive to good sanitation 
practices and he shall provide adequate and sanitary drainage for the shelter or area; 
 

3. Every keeper of any of the animals shall cause the litter and droppings therefrom to be collected 
daily in a container or receptacle of a type that when closed it is rat-proof and fly-tight and after each collection 
shall cause the container or receptacle to be kept closed. At least twice each week, each keeper shall cause all 
litter and droppings so collected to be disposed of in a way as not to permit the presence of fly larvae; 
 

4. Every keeper of any animals shall cause all feed provided therefore to be stored and kept in a rat-
proof, fly-tight building, box, container or receptacle; 
 

5. The failure of any keeper of any of the animals to comply with the provisions of this chapter or 
the sanitation standards and requirements established by the town health officer shall be cause for the town 
health officer to refuse to grant a permit for the keeping of animals, or if the permit shall have been previously 
granted to the keeper, shall be cause for the revocation of the same. The decision of the town health officer 
shall be subject to review by the sanitary committee of the council if the applicant feels non-granting of permit 
or revocation of permit to be unjustified; and 
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Sec. 4-136 Sec. 4-150 
 
 

6. The premises shall be subject to inspection by the town health officer or any of his representatives 
at any reasonable hour of the day. 
 
SECTION 4-137 NO PERMITS FOR CERTAIN ANIMALS. 
 

There shall be no permit issued for the keeping of game cocks or swine and it is illegal to keep game 
cocks, fighting cocks or swine within the town limits. 
 
SECTION 4-138 DOGS EXEMPT. 
 

Dogs licensed as required by other ordinances are exempt from the permit and permit fee as required 
by this chapter, but where more than two (2) dogs are kept, all other provisions of this chapter, applicable to 
small animals, must be complied with. 
 
SECTION 4-139 NOT TO BE NUISANCE. 
 

It is the duty of the holder of any permit provided for in this chapter to maintain and operate the 
housing and keeping of the animals in such a manner as not to create a nuisance as determined by any court of 
competent jurisdiction. 
 
SECTION 4-140 ANIMALS FOR SCIENTIFIC STUDY. 
 

This article applies to the keeping of animals within the limited number herein set forth, in medical 
laboratories and educational institutions for medical research or in veterinarian hospitals for treatment or in pet 
shops for resale, they shall be kept under the same conditions prescribed by this ordinance with the distance 
and structural requirements herein otherwise set forth. 
 
SECTION 4-141 PROVISIONS CUMULATIVE. 
 

This chapter shall be cumulative of all other sanitary chapters or regulations of the town, unless in 
conflict with the terms of the ordinances and regulations, in which case the terms of this chapter shall prevail. 
 
 ARTICLE C 
 
 PENALTY 
 
SECTION 4-150 PENALTY. 
 

Any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this chapter, or who violates, refuses or 
neglects to carry out any reasonable order made by the health officer or town police chief pursuant to this 
chapter, shall upon conviction thereof be punished as provided in Section 1-108 of this code. 
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