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Shania Sunga’s love of nature and our countries will bring the Mystery Blocks to life as 

we begin our journey across Canada and through the United States. Shania’s use of 

Cantik Batik fabrics which Shania specially designed to commemorate Canada’s 150th  

birthday, July 1 ,2017 will showcase the colour and beauty in special regions in Canada 

and the USA which will make us say “ I Didn’t Know that!                         

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE OF CANADA AND PROVINCIAL HERITAGE PLACE 

Declared a National Historic Site in 1980, and 

a Provincial Historic Site in 1999, the Longest 

Covered Bridge in the World is, like all covered 

bridges in New Brunswick, a “kissing bridge.” 

Kissing bridges date back to the years of 

horse and wagon traffic, when young men 

“trained” their horses to stop about half way 

across the bridge, wait while the couple 

shared a couple of kisses, and then continue 

to the other side of the bridge. 

The bridge was covered in 1921-22, to considerable 

opposition and concern, and sermons were even preached in 

the area, cautioning how a “covered” bride would destroy the 

morals of the young people. However, the bridge was 

covered anyway. For some years after, snow had to be 

hauled each winter and placed on the bridge floor to allow 

horses and sleds to travel across it. 

This 390-m (1,282-ft.) bridge officially opened on July 4, 1901 and was purchased by the government of New 

Brunswick in 1906. Lighting was installed in 1924 and a side walkway was added to the bridge in 1945. It has suffered some 

incidents over the years, but it continues on, roadworthy and dependable. When constructed, it was an 

engineering wonder. 

"The black-capped chickadee was proclaimed as the official bird of 

New Brunswick in August 1983, ollowing a contest conducted by the 

provincial Federation of Naturalists. 
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Gulf Coast, geographic area in the 

extreme southern United States along 

the northern portion of the Gulf of 

Mexico. Stretching in a large, 

flattened U shape for more than 1,200 

miles (1,900 km), it extends about 100 

miles (160 km) inland and runs north-

northwest along western Florida; west 

along southern Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana; and southwest and south along southeastern Texas. 

Land elevations are nowhere above 500 feet (150 metres) in the region. Precipitation is more than 60 

inches (1,500 mm) in the southeastern and south-central parts and diminishes to about 20 inches (500 

mm) in the lower Rio Grande valley in Texas. Cyclonic tropical storms move across the area during late 

summer and autumn (when they sometimes reach hurricane force) and winter; notably destructive 

hurricanes occurred in 1900, 1969, and 2005. 

The natural vegetation in the southern tip of Florida consists of 

mangrove swamp forests, while marsh, broom, saw, and water grasses 

are typical in the coastal sections of Texas, Georgia, and Louisiana. 

However, in many areas the natural landscape has been altered by 

human activity. The region’s major 

crops are rice, grown in southwestern 

Louisiana and southeastern Texas; 

sugarcane, in southern Louisiana and 

the Florida Everglades; and citrus fruits, in central Florida and the lower Rio 

Grande valley in Texas. Offshore petroleum and natural gas exploration and 

production are of great economic importance along the coast of Louisiana and 

Texas. The Gulf Coast also has reserves of sulfur, magnesium, and phosphates. 

Manufacturing centres are widespread, and the location of important ports 

at Houston and Galveston in Texas and at New Orleans has contributed to the 

tremendous economic growth of the hinterland. The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 

extends along nearly the entire Gulf Coast. Both commercial and sport fishing are 

widespread. Tourism is a major component of the regional economy, visitors being attracted by the excellent 

beaches of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Texas and by such cities as New Orleans.  
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