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Soni Grint is coming to St. Louis! 

We are thrilled to wel-

come  Soni Grint back 

to the Mega Education 

Center, Saturday, June 

13 and Sunday, June 

14.  With an M/S in 

Physics and Comput-

ers, Soni has success-

fully combined her 

great love of embroi-

dery machines with 

her love of computers.  

She  has a long and 

distinguished career  

in the sewing machine 

industry.  Soni was the 

former Global Product 

Manager of 

HUSQVARNA VIKING 

and PFAFF Software 

Departments.  She has 

participated in both 

the creative aspects of 

hands-on sewing and 

embroidery and the 

management/software 

development side of 

the international sew-

ing community.  Soni 

considers sewing and 

embroidery on today’s 

machines to be an ad-

venture of the highest 

order! 

Learn how you can 

turn your creative ide-

as into amazing em-

broidery designs – the 

possibilities are limit-

less! Prepare to be 

blown away during 

this all-day event 

where you'll learn how 

fast and easy it is to 

create excit-

ing embroidery and 

applique designs  

using HUSQVARNA 

VIKING® 6D™ Embroi-

dery Software. Your 

imagination will soar 

as you expand your 

knowledge of the inno-

Sew Abbey News 

Special points of 

Interest: 
 

 Yes, we do repairs on ALL 

makes and models of 

sewing machines!   Ser-

vice includes: cleaning 

out the debris, lint, etc. 

from your machine, 

Checks and adjusts nee-

dle position, timing and 

tension,  Updates the 

computerized machines 

to the latest version,  Ad-

justs embroidery unit if 

necessary. 

 This Summer would be a 

great time to get your 

machine  cleaned and 

serviced.  It normally 

takes from 7—10 business 

days for the service.  Get 

your machine in before 

Costume making rush 

starts! 
Something EPIC is coming! 

vative 

technology that makes it 

possible – this intuitive 

software can help you cre-

ate your own one-of-a-

kind designs, or 

choose from over 700 in-

cluded design files. Watch 

designs come to life as 

they are stitched out on 

top-of-the-

line HUSQVARNA VI-

KING® sewing and em-

broidery machines. Then 

you can start to dream – 

design – create! 

On Saturday, you will be 

creating and sewing a 

quilted mat with an ap-

plique flower,  a felt bag 

with a felt embellishment 

and a mini zippered don-

gle bag! 

Sunday will be hands- on 

training for the 6D Em-

broidery! 
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Karla is coming!  Karla is coming! 

Karla Herrin is coming back to 
St. Louis on Thursday, July  9, 
Friday, July 10, Saturday, July 
11 and Sunday, July 12.  Karla 
loves to share her ideas, her 
wealth of experience, and her 
passion for sewing and em-
broidery during her many SVP 

events across the country. She positively 
glows when presented with a challenge 
or exciting new technique, quickly learns 
and masters it, and then loves to show 
everyone else how to do it. Karla's enthusi-
asm for sewing is apparent in her televi-
sion sewing shows and web video produc-
tions. It's this same enthusiasm that con-
sumer respond to during her events, and 
they leave knowing they've learned some 
valuable techniques and tips, plus exciting 
new information. She likes to sew every-
thing, including heirloom, garments, deco-

rative stitching and embroidery. 

 
You may remember Karla from our Christ-
mas party last December.  We are always 
excited to see Karla.  Her sparkling person-
ality comes through her presentations and 
teaching.  Karla will be helping you create 
a pillow at this event!  We will be having a 
great time!  We will let you know times, 
places and costs as soon as we know.  

So sign up today! 

 
(Times and places have not yet been established.  
So check with your local Abbey Sewing Center.  
Karla will be at the Mega Education Center, 
Springfield, Edwardsville and St. Peters,)   

 

Below are pictures from our most recent 
events!  We always have a great time.  If 
you have not been at an event, come to 
Karla and see what a great time we have! 

A group of sewers from the Anita Goodesign 

workshop in May.  We have (from l. to r.)  Robert 

Emerson, Cathy Virkus and Carole Wellborn. 

Above and to the right—Soni Grint, software eductory 

extraordinaire,  and the participants in our Inthreadable 

Embroidery Adventure  in June. 



Would you like to work a few hours a week for Abbey and earn 
“Abbey Bucks”? 
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for these machines.  Working order is not, as 
most of these become show prices.  And about 
that motor, many were add-ons and do not di-
minish the machine’s value if it is 1. genuine and 2. 
looks age appropriate i.e. Grandma’s purchased 
1929 machine was motorized in its original cabi-
net 20 years later, 1949.  If you want to, take the 
motor off.  A friend of mine took the motor off 
hers and shined up the machine and cabinet.  (Be 
careful, grease dissolves will dull, even remove 
metal leafing.  DO NOT USE!)  After cleaning and 
polishing, it looked great.  But she didn’t stop 
there, she junked, garaged and antiqued for no-
tions and other period pieces.  She displays 
“Bessie” in her foyer outside of her sewing room.  
Each holiday or season, her antique Singer trea-
dle, “Bessie”, becomes a themed displays a small 
aluminum Christmas tree, old ornaments, old 
wooden spools wrapped with red, green and 
white, some vintage signage.  She even has an old 
red and green Singer button maker box with the 
original instructions.  I can’t wait to see what she 
has done for Halloween! 
 Now, if your machine was mine and it was 
in rough condition, I MIGHT PAINT IT!  I know 
somebody just fainted, but look, its yours and you 
make it part of your home with your style.  In my 
friend’s house the machine is part of her décor.  
On my machine, I draped Grandma’s quilt and 
some heirloom items I made.  I have to add my 
embroidered items and change fabrics for interest 
and the season.  I know a gal that painted hers 
and put flames on the side, not joking, red and 
yellow flames.  Terri you found a treasure.  Ex-
press yourself, your family and your love of sew-
ing with your new found antique.  It’s true, value 
depends on what you want to represent, just ask 
Bessie! 
Happy Sewing,   
Sew Abbey 

 We are looking for a few select people to work at Abbey’s!   We are needing demos and “Make-It-

and-Take-It”  projects done in the store.  We would need a maximum of 4 hours weekly to start.  This could 

be a Saturday morning or a week day evening.  For all the details call the sewing department inside JoAnn’s. 

      South County—314-892-8780 

 Ballwin—636-527-3388 

 St. Peters—636-397-0976 

Ask Sew Abbey! 

Q. Dear Sew Abbey, 
 I was at a garage sale and found an old Singer 
Sewing Machine in a treadle cabinet.  The treadle 
cabinet was a little dirty from storage.  I cleaned it 
up, polished the wood and it looks beautiful!  Now 
the machine looks rough and with a motor on it.  I 
don’t think its original.  Should I paint it?  Is it 
worth anything? 
Thanks, 
Terri Treasure Hunter 
  
A.  Dear Treasure Hunter, 
 The cabinet is most certainly an antique and 
these cabinets with wrought iron frames that spell 
the name “Singer” are most collectable.  However, 
cabinets with a lot of hardware, like locks and keys, 
or intricate craftsmanship can be more valuable.  
Sew a cabinet like yours, in good shape is a great 
find! 
  Machines are a little tricky.  Some basic rules 
apply.  I’ll list these in order of importance.  1st is 
condition of the machine—and I do mean original 
condition.  It’s so hard to find real old treadle ma-
chines in good cosmetic condition.  Many of these 
machines have been used so often the gold leafing 
decals have been rubbed off, the paint is scratched 
or chipped.  Most are in rough to fair condition.   
These machines were work horses.  If you want 
your machine to sew it is usually less than $100 to 
get these babies recreating history. 
 Age is very important.  WW II and before 
are most collectible.   Your serial number will tell 
you when your machine was produced.  Your sew-
ing dealer or the internet can help you with this.  
The letters tell the year(s) of production and the 
numbers give the sequence.   Sew, original cosmet-
ic condition and age are ‘key factors’ for top value 



Abbey Sewing Centers 

(Inside JoAnn’s Fabrics) 

15355 Manchester Rd. 

Ballwin, MO 63011 

Phone:  636-527-3388 

Fax:  636-527-3398 

E-mail: abbey1sew@sbcglobal.net 

Abbey Sewing Centerss 

 
Where customers are treated 

like old friends.” 

Abbey Sewing Centers 
(Inside JoAnn’s Fabrics) 
6910 S. Lindbergh 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

Phone:  314-892-8780 

Fax:  314-638-3008 

E-mail:  abbey1sew@sbcglobal.net 

Abbey Sewing Centers 

(Inside JoAnn’s Fabrics) 

5610 Suemandy Dr. 

ST. Peters, MO 63376 

Phone:  636-397-0976 

Fax:  636-279-1060 

E-mail:  abbey1sew@sbcglobal.net 

Abbey Sewing Centers 

439 S. Buchanan 

Edwardsville, IL 62025 

Phone:  217-726-5441 

E-mail:  abbey1sew@sbcglobal.net 

Abbey Sewing Centers 

(Inside  JoAnn’s Fabrics) 

3051 W, Wabash 

Springfield, IL 62704 

Phone:  618-655-0433 

Fax:  618-655-0695 

E-mail:  abbey1sew@sbcglobal.net 

Did you know? 

 We had a great time at both events—Marcia 

Kirsch and Anita Goodesign!  Lots of laughter 

and NO TEARS!  (And Diane didn’t sew her fin-

ger!)  If you haven’t been able to come to any 

of the Abbey events—make time to attend.  It’s 

a wonderful learning experience,  you meet 

people from all of our stores and our Educators 

are the cream of the crop! 

 You can post your one-of-a-kind creations on 

HusqvarnaViking.com under Be Inspired—User 

Gallery!  Take a picture and post it on the site.  

You can also get ideas and see some of the 

beautiful items people from all over the world 

are making on their Husqvarna Viking embroi-

dery and sewing machines. 

 

Here are the participants in our Anita-

Goodesign Nametag Contest!  Congratula-

tions Ladies!  You did a wonderful job! 


