
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting 
Special Meeting 

Williamsburg, Kansas 

August 3, 2015 

7:00pm 

 

 

The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in Special Meeting on August 3, 2015.  Mayor Horne and City Council 

Members present were Council Member Worden, Council Member Norton and Council Member Rhodes. 

Council Member Tipton and Council Member Stover was absent. Minutes were taken by Dealy Sims.  

 

Guest present was Kenny Messick, Tony De La Torre and Eric Clark.  
 

Meeting called to order 7:06 pm by Mayor Horne. 

 

Mayor Horne thanked everyone for coming this evening and explained the topics of the meeting. 2016 

Budget Hearing. He explain that he would go over what he thought were highlights of the budget and then 

he would take questions and comments from the public and Council.  

 

Mayor Horne explained the mil’s from 2014, 2015, and 2016 and informed that a mil was 1/1000 of the 

assessed valuation. It has slowly been decreasing over the years and there are rising costs for the City at 

this time so that is why the mil for 2016 has increased. He reminded the Council that last year he explained 

that we could hold the same mil but this year we would not be able to. He also explained that there is an 

added $5,000.00 increase to the wages and salaries for additional positions and 2% to 3% cost of living raises 

for the current employee’s. The Council will be looking at the possibility of hiring a worker to maintain the 

streets. This is not something that has been decided but just a discussion item. The funds have been put in 

the budget if they decide to move in that direction. The Council was interested in adding funds to the utility 

side of the income rather than trying to put it all on the tax payers due to the rising cost of expenses for the 

utility side. Mayor Horne met with the auditor, the attorney and other advisors.  They suggested that rather 

than adding a $5.00 fee to each utility bill, to increase the base rate. Then you can transfer to the Capital 

Improvement fund from each of the utility funds. Mayor Horne figured in an increase of $2.50 on the base 

rate of the water part of the utilities. We will need to set funds back to be able to make repairs and 

maintenance for the water tower. This will need to take place within the next 4 years or so and the cost 

several years ago to do this was about $70,000 to $80,000. This is just a guess of a cost. No quotes or bids 

have been received or requested at this time. We are also in the process of working with KRWA for a rate 

structure analysis for both the water and the sewer funds. We are also currently working with BG 

Consultants for the sewer project that the City is required to do. That project will cost about $2.9 million to 

replace the sewer system. Mayor Horne, City Clerk Sims, Council Member Norton and Council Member 

Worden attended the KIAC meeting in Topeka. We were informed at that meeting that if we are going to 

apply for funding through the state our sewer rates must be above the state average which is $26.25 per 

month. This must be in place before we can be considered for the application. The Council wanted to do the 

increase in January of 2016 but with that new information it will have to happen sooner. Before the project 

is complete the sewer rate will be up to $45.00. The Council will do slight increases until that amount is 

reached.  

 

Mayor Horne answered some questions from the Council. There were no comments or questions from the 

public.  

Council Member Worden made a motion to approve the 2016 budget. Seconded by Council Member Norton. 

Motion passed 3-0. 

 

Council Member Norton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Council Member Worden. 

Motion passed 3-0.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm. 


