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The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in Special Meeting on January 22, 2015.  Mayor Horne 

and City Council Members present were Council Member Messick, Council Member Tipton, 

Council Member Worden, Council Member Stover and Council Member Norton. Minutes 

were taken by Dealy Sims.  

 

Guests present were Commissioner Howard, Elston Horne, Gene Hirt and Fran Bennett.  
 

Meeting called to order 6:31 pm by Mayor Horne. 

 

Mayor Horne explained the topics of the meeting. Departmental Discussions, Trimming of 

trees, and City Tractor.  

 

Mayor Horne gave the Council the revised bid sheets for the trimming of the trees. Council 

Member Norton asked that his cell phone be added to the bid sheet as the best way to contact 

him. Council Member Tipton made a motion to accept the bid sheet for the trimming of the 

trees with the additions stated. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had been approached that there were discussions 

being held at the Coffee shop, Library, and on the streets that he and Council Member 

Messick had purchased the tractor before the special meeting to discuss it. This was not true. 

He had simply had a quote to bring back to the Council. He informed the Council that we all 

needed to work together and be a team. There is a perception around town that the Council 

cannot work together. That needs to change. The City business needs to stay at City Hall. 

There also was talk that money was missing and then found. This as well is not true. This 

was the switching of the new software and the beginning balances. This kind of talk needs to 

stop immediately.  

 

Mayor Horne informed the Council that the Kubota Company will not finance a municipality 

as small as the City of Williamsburg. They will allow us to do a lease purchase. This would 

mean that the interest rate will be a little higher. The last payment of the lease would only 

be about $100.00 instead of the typical large payment. Because of this change Mayor Horne 

did not sign anything until the Council approved these changes. Discussion took place on this 

topic and possible other options for the City. Council Member Tipton made a motion not to 

move forward with the Kubota purchase and for Mayor Horne to look at other options. 

Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mayor Horne passed out a proposed priority list that he created from the different things 

that he has heard the Council state that they would like to do throughout the year.  

 

Sewer – The KDHE project will last over the next 3 years or so. There will need to be 

upgrades done on the lift stations and the Main. We may be able to get grant money to be 

able to assist with this project. Bruce with B&G would like to meet with the Council at a 

special meeting on February 5, 2015 at 7:00 pm to discuss this matter further. In the 

meantime Bruce suggested that we contact Ottawa to see if they would be willing to come 



back and finish the smoke test of the town. That would save the City some money. Currently 

only about 1/3 of the City has been done.  

 

Streets – Mayor Horne gave the Council a map of the streets and asked what they thought 

the high priority streets would be. Discussion took place on this topic and on the topic of a 

possible sidewalk on the southwest section of Main Street. The Council agreed that they 

thought that the top priority of streets to be completed first would be Warren Street from 

Dane to 1st Street and Louisa Street from South Street to Mill Street. The Council requested 

that Mayor Horne gather some pricing and bring back to the Council for review. 

 

Water – Mayor Horne suggested that the Council think about what a good replacement plan 

would be for the meter setters throughout the town because we have several very old meters 

that will need to be replaced soon. They now cost more because of the EPA regulations that 

they have. Discussion took place on this topic. The Council requested that Mayor Horne 

gather some pricing and bring a suggested replacement plan back to the Council for 

improvements.  

 

Parks – Discussion took place on the projects that the Williamsburg Recreation Commission 

will be working on and the City working together with them on those projects such as the 

renovation of the track. Discussion also took place on the replacement of the lights on the 

basketball court at City Park.  

 

Council Member Worden requested that the north side of the vacant lot be added to the 

priority list. 

 

 

Council Member Messick made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Council 

Member Tipton. Motion passed 5-0 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:36 pm. 

 


