
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting 

Williamsburg, Kansas 

September 8, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 
 
The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in regular session on September 8, 2015. 

Those present: 

Mayor Jon Horne, Council Member Worden, Council Member Norton, Council Member Stover, Council Member Tipton 

and Council Member Rhoads. 

Guests present:  Terra Giest, Gene Hirt, Eric Clark, Fran Bennett, Commissioner Howard, Jeff Seymour, Bruce 

Rockhold, Lou Coppoc, and Brady Anshutz.  

 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Horne who thanked everyone for coming this evening. City 

Clerk Sims took roll call. All Council Members were present. 

1.0 Public Forum 

Jeff Seymour: Mr. Seymour wanted to give the Council an update on the Labor Study. He passed out the final 

version of the labor study that was put together with the assistance of Ft. Hays. He thanked the Council again 

for the support and contributions that the City of Williamsburg gave during this process. He reminded the 

Council that it had been 4 years since this had been completed last. This information will be very helpful to new 

businesses looking at coming to the area. It is good to have an updated version of the labor study because the 

information and the dynamics have changed. Mr. Seymour went over some of the highlights and executive 

summary of the report. He was very pleased with the numbers and the information of the willingness of starting 

new businesses and working part time. This information is posted on the web site and has already been used. He 

also pointed out the comparison report of the current 2015 version and the 2011 version. Discussions took place 

on this topic. Mayor Horne and the Council thanked Mr. Seymour for coming out and presenting this 

information to the Council.  

Fran Bennett: Mr. Bennett informed the Council that there are exciting things going on at District 12. He gave 

an overview of some of the items. They feel that they should be doing a better job on an ethical stand point and 

they are needing to communicate with cities to find out what problems and concerns to find out how to better 

serve them. They are also apply for a grant for funding with the Kansas Health Foundation which closes on 

September 10, 2015. They will know by October 5, 2015 if they get the grant. Mr. Bennett passed out a handout 

to the Council for review.  

Eric Clark: Nothing.  

Brady Anshutz: Mr. Anshutz introduced himself to the Council. He is the new Williamsburg Elementary 

School Principal.  The school has had 2 events so far and there has been overwhelming support from the 

community. He wanted the Council to know that the school wants to be a part of the community. He believes 

teaching the children that community involvement is very important. If the City of Williamsburg has any needs 

or knows of anyone that has needs that the school can help with please let them know. The learning center kids 

are available to help with projects as well. He also wanted to inform the Council that on the October 30, 2015 

the kids will be doing the Halloween parade in town and then they will be doing community cleanup projects as 

well. He thanked the Council and the community for all the support.  

Bruce Rockhold: Mr. Rockhold asked the Council and the Mayor what their salaries from the City are. Mayor 

Horne informed Mr. Rockhold that the Mayor gets $50.00 per month and each Council gets $30.00 per month. 

Mr. Rockhold then wanted to clarify that all the work that gets done outside of City Council meetings are for 

the most part volunteer and that the Council does not do things for the money. The Mayor and the Council 

agreed with Mr. Rockhold.  

Lou Coppoc: Nothing 

Rodney Taylor: Mr. Taylor informed the Council that his father was Eugene Taylor who owned the property 

located at 112 S. East Street in Williamsburg. He wanted to make himself present for the Council to ask any 

questions or voice any concerns that they may have about the RV Park. He has heard rumors that they did.  

Neither the Mayor nor the Council had any questions or concerns regarding the RV Park and the rumors are not 

correct. Mr. Taylor informed the Council that his father has passed away and that he is trying to sell the 

property but until that happens he wants to allow RV’s to park there for 1 or 2 days at a time. He wondered if 

the City had any issues with this. Mayor Horne informed Mr. Taylor that he would have to check the rules and 



regulations to verify there were no issues. He would contact him and let him know. Discussions took place on 

this topic.  

Gene Hirt: Mr. Hirt informed the Council that there are still cracks on the sidewalks, pot holes on North street, 

stop signs needing replaced, watch for children signs are no up, and no gravel on east side of school. 

Discussions took place on these topics.  

Terra Giest: Nothing. 

Commissioner Howard: Commissioner Howard apologized for being late to the meeting, the City of 

Richmond had their meeting as well. He informed the Council that there wasn’t anything new to report. There is 

an issue of a motor cross that has been operating without a permit and now they are requesting one. It has gotten 

pretty big. There are several people who are protesting against it. The Commissioner’s will be meeting on 

September 9, 2015 to discuss the issue. The chip and seal is close to beginning, but they have been saying that 

for a while. The County employees have been calling 3 to 4 times per week to find out. Weather should not be 

an issue because if it gets cold they can still lay it. The only effect for the Williamsburg area will be Hwy 50 to 

Emerald Church on Colorado Road. Killough Construction will be doing the perp work.  

2.0 Approval of the Agenda: 

2.1 Amend the Agenda: Mayor Horne added to New Business 7.6 Town Hall Meeting, 7.7 2 voting delegates 

for the KLM Annual Meeting. Council Member Worden added 7.8 Neighborhood Watch Program. Council 

Member Norton made a motion to approve the agenda amendments. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. 

Motion passed 5-0. 

3.0 Approval of the Minutes 

3.1 Approve Previous Minutes (August 3, 2015): Council Member Norton made a motion to approve the 

August 3, 2015 regular meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0. 

3.2 Approve August 3, 2015 Special Meeting Minutes: Council Member Tipton made a motion to approve 

the August 3, 2015 special meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 5-0. 

4.0 Treasurer’s Financial Report 

4.1 Financial Report: Treasurer Rockhold informed the Council that everything balanced in the months of 

July and August. He also informed the Council that he will not be at the next regular Council Meeting.  

4.2 July / August 2015: Council Member Worden made a motion to accept both the July and August treasurers 

report. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 5-0. 

4.3 September 2015: Council Member Worden made a motion to table the September treasurer report due to 

no bank statement at this time. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 5-0. 

5.0 Mayor’s Report 

5.1 Mayor Report: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had nothing to report at this time.  

 

6.0 Old Business:   
6.1 John Deere Tractor on Purplewave: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the bids for the John Deere 

tractor that was listed on Purplewave closed on September 1, 2015 at 10:00 am. It was picked up on 

September 3, 2015. It sold for $4,700.00. The money will come in a wire transfer from Purplewave in about 

20 days. Discussions took place on this topic.  

6.2 Smoke Testing Results: Mayor Horne informed the Council that KRWA has sent the City the videos from 

the smoke test. If the Council would like to view them they can be checked out through the City Clerk. We 

have not received any information from the Engineer yet on this. Council Member Norton added that it all 

seem to have went well. There were a few spots in town that needed to be capped but the main issues seem 

to be the manholes. Discussions took place on this topic. Council Member Norton thanked Mayor Horne 

for the letter that was sent to all the residents explaining the sewer project and increases. He felt it was 

explained very well and was very informative.  

6.3 Street Discussions: Mayor Horne thanked Council Member Stover for blading the roads in town today. He 

reminded the Council that there are holes that are in the streets that are really needing attention. A decision 

needs to be made from the Council on how to proceed. Discussions took place on this topic. Council 

Member Rhoads made a motion for Council Member Stover to get a quote from Harris construction on the 

repair needed in front of 316 N. Center. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 5-0.  

Council Member Tipton made a motion to allow Council Member Stover to get a quote from Harris 

Construction to fix Louisa on the east side of the school. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion 

passed 5-0. 

Council Member Tipton made a motion to allow Council Member Stover to purchase rock to put on North 

Street between Center Street and Dane Street. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0. 



7.0 New Business 

7.1 Set up Special Meeting for CDBG Public Hearing for Wastewater Project: Council Member Norton 

made a motion to hold a CDBG Public Hearing for the wastewater project on September 15, 2015 at 7:00 

pm at City Hall. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0.  

7.2 Set up Special Meeting to Meet with Engineer on Sidewalk Design: Council Member Norton made a 

motion to hold a special meeting for meeting with the Engineer on the sidewalk design on September 17, 

2015 at 7:00 pm at City Hall. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 5-0. 

7.3 Snow Removal for 2015-16: Mayor Horne wanted to remind the Council that they will need to be thinking 

about what they want to do with the snow removal for this year. He asked the Council to think about this 

and discussions can take place next month. 

7.4 2014 Audit: Mayor Horne informed the Council that USDA has asked for and is wanting a copy of the 

2014 audit. Mayor Horne wanted to know who the Council wanted to do the audit. Discussions took place 

on this topic. The Council asked Mayor Horne to get a price from Mike Peroo and maybe another person to 

do the audit. Council Member Norton made a motion to table this topic until next month. Seconded by 

Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 5-0.  

7.5 Executive Session for Personnel: Council Member Worden made a motion to enter into executive session 

for 10 minutes at 9:08pm for personnel matters of non-elected personnel. Seconded by Council Member 

Norton. Motion passed 5-0.  

Council exited executive session at 9:18 pm.  

Council Member Tipton made a motion to give Treasurer Rockhold a $65.00 pay increase to $200.00 per 

month with back pay back to his 6 months review. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 

5-0.  

7.6 Town Hall Meeting: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the Community Vison Committee is 

planning a Town Hall Meeting and would like for the Council to be present. Included in the Council 

packets were copies of the information flyer and the agenda for the meeting. If 3 or more Council Member 

were planning on being present it needs to be considered a special meeting. Council Member Tipton made 

a motion to have a special meeting for a Town Hall Meeting on September 29, 2015 at 7:00 pm at the 

Williamsburg Community Building. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 5-0.  

7.7 2 voting delegates for KLM Annual Meeting: Council Member Norton made a motion to name Council 

Member Rhoads as a delegate for the Kansas League of Municipalities Annual Meeting. Seconded by 

Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 5-0.  

Council Member Tipton made a motion to name Council Member Worden as the alternate delegate for the 

Kansas League of Municipalities Annual Meeting. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 5-

0.  

7.8 Neighborhood Watch Program: Council Member Worden expressed a concern about needing a 

neighborhood watch program with all of the events that have been occurring in town. Mayor Horne 

informed the Council that he has already spoke with Sherriff Richards about this topic and there is a 

Facebook page that has been set up to help with it as well. Mrs. Nancy Stover is willing to head up the 

program. Mayor Horne will keep the Council updated as he knows information. Discussion took place on 

this topic.  

7.9 Other Old Business: Council Member Rhoads asked Mayor Horne if Mr. Elston Horne could add making 

sure the trash cans in the park are emptied on Monday or Tuesday morning to be able to make the trash day 

so there is not trash from the park blowing around. Mayor Horne said he would discuss this with him. 

Council Member Worden asked Mayor Horne if we could make sure that there was a Sherriff Deputy at the 

meeting scheduled for the 29th. Mayor Horne will contact the Sherriff’s Department.  

8.0 Pay the Bills: Council Member Tipton made a motion to pay all the bills. Seconded by Council Member Worden. 

Motion passed 5-0. 

9.0 Adjourn Meeting next regular meeting October 5, 2015: Council Member Tipton made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:31pm. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 5-0. 

 


