
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting
Williamsburg, Kansas

July, 7 2014
7:30 p.m.

The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in regular session on July 7, 2014.
Those present:
Mayor Jon Horne, Council Member Norton, Council Member Messick, Council Member Worden, and Council
Member Stover.
Absent: Council Member Tipton
Guests present: Fran Bennett, Lou Coppoc, Gene Hirt, Sue Snodgrass, Henry Snodgrass, Elston Horne, and
Sherriff Richards.

Meeting called to order at 7:31 pm by Mayor Horne who thanked everyone for coming this
evening. Roll call was taken by Mrs. Sims.

1.0 Public Forum
1.1 Elston Horne: Mr. Horne informed the Council that he is signed up for the wastewater class that

is mandatory from the State of Kansas and will be attending July 30 and 31, 2014. Everything else
seems to be going well.

1.2 Henry Snodgrass: Mr. Snodgrass informed the Council that he was able to schedule a meeting
with the new Superintendent of the school district and would encourage the Council Members to
attend. He also would like for the Council Members to contact anyone else that they could think of
to encourage them to attend as well. This meeting will take place Tuesday July 8, 2014 from 8am
to 9 am. This will be the only chance that we have to convince him to get our school back. It
would take a while, but we need as many people as possible to attend this meeting to tell him what
we want. The people didn’t vote for this. The School Board did this and he is willing to meet with
us. Discussion took place on this topic.

1.3 Sue Snodgrass: Nothing.
1.4 Lou Coppoc: Mr. Coppoc informed the Council that he has not been able to get to the buildings to

take an inventory yet but is hoping to get to that soon. He wanted some clarification from the
Council on which buildings that he is supposed to be inventorying. The Council asked him to do
the press box garage and storage building but more so the concessions stand.

1.5 Gene Hirt: Mr. Hirt informed the Council that there are still huge rocks in the streets. He has been
picking them up and taking them where they are needed like filling the holes and ditches. He also
informed the Council that he feels that the ditches are in very bad shape. He asked the Council
when the last time court was held and they informed him that it was about a year ago. He was
concerned because we are paying the judge $200.00 per month and not holding court at all and the
town is not getting any better for that amount of money. He also is concerned about the animals
that are running around town.

1.6 Fran Bennett: Mr. Bennett informed the Council that Mayor Horne and Council Member Norton
attended the meeting at Wholesale 12 at the treatment plant to inquire about reducing the amount
of minimum water as stated in the contract with them. They were informed to send a written
request and more than likely they would approve it. Osage 6 wants more water so they would
probably take the difference. Mr. Bennett wanted the Council to know that if they do this that they
may have a hard time getting that amount back because Wholesale 12 will be maxed out. Bob
Ramshaw from Franklin 4 was at the meeting as well and asked to form a committee to talk about
some mutual interest in water. Mr. Bennett said that he was not sure what exactly that meant but if
they were looking at wanting more water then perhaps the City of Williamsburg would be
interested in selling our extra water to them instead of reducing our water minimum.

1.7 Sherriff Richards: Sherriff Richards informed the Council that there is still an ATV issue in
town. He is not sure what the City wants to do about this issue but when the ATV riders do get
stopped by Sherriff Officers they are confused about the Ordinance because they see the golf carts
running through town as well. He suggested that maybe the City would be interested in posting
some signs. Speeders are also still a problem in town but the Sherriff’s office has picked up the
presence in Williamsburg and it is being noticed. He is hoping that this is helping a little. He



answered some questions regarding the Semi-trucks coming from the Grain Elevator and on the
most recent Child abduction attempt in town.

2.0 Approval of Agenda
2.1 Amend Agenda: Mayor Horne added 5.3 Fuel Tank and 5.4 Cleanup of Ag Building to Old

Business and 6.5 Wastewater class at KU for Elston Horne to New Business. Motion made by
Council Member Messick to approve the agenda amendments. Seconded by Council Member
Worden. Motion passed 4-0.

3.0 Approval of the Minutes
3.1 Approve Previous Minutes (June 2, 2014): Council Member Norton made a motion to approve

the June regular meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0.
3.2 Approve the Special Meeting Minutes (June 4, 2014): Council Member Norton made a motion

to approve the June 4, 2014 special meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Messick.
Motion passed 4-0.

4.0 Financial Reports
4.1 Monthly Financial Report: Due to Mr. Rockhold’s absence, Mrs. Sims informed the Council

that everything balanced this month.
4.2 Motion to Accept: Council Member Messick made a motion to accept the June Treasurer’s

report. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0.
4.3 Motion to Table: Council Member Messick made a motion to table the July Treasurers Report

due to no bank statement at this time. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0.

5.0 Old Business
5.1 Update on the Wholesale 12 Water Reduction: Mayor Horne and Council Member Norton

attended the Wholesale 12 meeting to see what the process would be if the City of Williamsburg
would like to lower their minimum on the contract. They were informed that the City would need
to supply a written request stating that they wanted to lower to 600,000 for the minimum and
1,2000,000 for the maximum and that Wholesale 12 would then approve it. Discussion took place
on this topic with suggestions from Mr. Bennett’s comments made in Public Forum. Council
Member Norton made a motion to not change the contract minimums and maximums. Seconded
by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0.

5.2 City Hall Roof: Mayor Horne gave an update to the Council on the repairs at City Hall. The work
is finished and there are no more leaks. He presented the bill in the Council’s packets and
informed them that the insurance money has been deposited. The beam is in place as well. The
next steps are figuring out what we want to do with the old library area. The Floor is dissolving
and coming apart. We also may have mold issues in that back room as well as needing rewiring.
He did point out that all of this doesn’t need to take place right away, but it will have to be cleaned
up and the rewiring of the lights before we can move back down there. So the Council needs to
think about a game plan on how they want to proceed. Discussion took place on this topic. Council
Member Norton thanked Mayor Horne for all the hard work and a great job that he has done with
keeping up with the mess.

5.3 Update on Fuel Tanks: Council Member Norton informed the Council that the fuel tanks are
inside the shop area. They need to be prepared, painted, and the stands put on then they will be
ready to put up. Council Member Norton asked Council Member Stover if he would assist him in
getting the filters and hoses put on. Discussion took place on the specifics of this topic.

5.4 Update on Ag Building Clean-up: Council Member Norton informed the Council that the Ag
Shop area has been cleaned up and is ready for the Fuel Tanks.

5.5 Other Old Business: Mayor Horne informed the Council that Atmos has settled for the
$10,032.86 and will be sending the full release as soon as they have signatures. Council also
would like to have a letter sent to Mr. Don Dammon for the Johnson grass issues on his property.

6.0 New Business:
6.1 2015 Budget Preparation: Council Member Worden made a motion to hold a special meeting

work session for the 2015 budget preparation on July 14, 2014 at 6:30 pm. Seconded by Council
Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0.

6.2 Street Improvement Approval: Mayor Horne informed the Council that we have put rock on
Center Street but it needs another load. It seems to be holding up well so far. He also suggested
that the City focus on the streets around the school to get it completed before school starts. We
have purchased teeth for the grader. There is asphalt under the gravel on the east side of the school
and it is coming up in large chucks. He also suggested to the Council that we try to do one street a
month until they get back up to par. Council Member Messick made a motion to purchase the AB3



Road Rock to work on the streets around the school as the budget will allow. Seconded by Council
Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0.

6.3 Water Tower Cleaning: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the City of Williamsburg had
previously signed a contract with Cummingham Sandblasting to maintain the water tower ever
two years. They come in and inspect and clean the tower. The cost will be about $3,000.00. This is
scheduled for July 14, 2014. Mayor Horne will drain the tower over the weekend and switch to by-
pass mode. Some areas in town will have low pressure or loss of water during this time. Postcards
have been mailed to all the residents in town to notify them.

6.4 Code Enforcement Officer: Council Member Messick made a motion to accept Mr. Tyler
Davis’s resignation due to his commitment to his full time job. Seconded by Council Member
Norton. Motion passed 4-0. Mayor Horne asked the Council for some guidance on what they
would like to do about this position. He informed them that as long as we have no one in this
position then there is nothing that we can do to enforce the Ordinances. Discussion took place on
this topic. The Council asked Mayor Horne to run and ad in the paper and to contact the other
people whom already applied for the position to see if there are any of them still interested.

6.5 Wastewater Class at KU for Elston Horne: Council Member Messick made a motion to pay
Elston Horne mileage and lunch for the two days that he is in the Wastewater Class at KU on July
30 and July 31, 2014. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0.

7.0 Authorization to Pay the Bills: Council Member Messick made a motion to pay all the bills. Seconded by
Council Member Stover. Motion passed 4-0.

8.0 Adjourn Meeting next regular meeting August 4, 2014: Council Member Norton made a motion to
adjourn the meeting at 8:58pm. Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0.


