
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting
Williamsburg, Kansas

June 2, 2014
7:30 p.m.

The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in regular session on June 2, 2014.
Those present:
Mayor Jon Horne, Council Member Norton, Council Member Messick, Council Member Worden, and Council
Member Tipton.
Absent: Council Member Stover
Guests present: Fran Bennett, Bruce Rockhold, Lou Coppoc, Gene Hirt and Commissioner Howard.

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Horne who thanked everyone for coming this
evening.

1.0 Public Forum
1.1 Bruce Rockhold: Mr. Rockhold informed the Council that a couple weeks ago they had an

incident with one of the residents from the City of Williamsburg. The resident’s mule escaped
from the place that they had been keeping it and was terrorizing the town. It then ended up at Mr.
Rockhold’s property and caused severe damage to Mr. Rockhold’s horse to the point that the
Horse needed medical attention. The resident is now refusing to pay for the medical bills for the
horse. Mr. Rockhold would like to know if there is such an Ordinance for large animals in the City
that could keep this from happening again or even something worse happening. Mrs. Sims
informed the Council that she has looked at the Ordinances but didn’t find anything that she
thought would help. The Ordinance that she went over was Ordinance #395 and Ordinance #455.
Council had discussion on this topic. Mayor Horne informed Mr. Rockhold that he would research
this issue and get back to him.

1.2 Lou Coppoc: Mr. Coppoc informed the Council that the kids in town have been utilizing the
recreation resources that the town currently has and they have requested that the lines be put on
the football field. Mr. Coppoc would like for permission to work with the Recreation Commission
Board Members on getting that completed for the children. He also informed the Council that
there is Basketball goals at the Ag shop that he would like to replace in the City Park. Mayor
Horne offered to work with Mr. Coppoc on this matter. Council agreed to allow Mr. Coppoc and
Mayor Horne to precede with the football field lines and the Basketball goals at City Park. Mr.
Coppoc also thanked the governing body for all that they do.

1.3 Gene Hirt: Informed the Council that the D’Angelo family that lives at 323 Ash Street is an entire
deaf family. He said they informed him that they have to set cones out on First Street because
there is too much traffic and they are worried about their daughter playing outside. He didn’t
understand why there was not a Slow Children at Play sign by their house. Also, the Sweetwood
family who lives next door to him had a light pole that was replaced and it needs to have a sign put
on it. Mrs. Sweetwood is concerned about the traffic by her house with her children as well.
Mayor Horne informed Mr. Hirt that he has been in contact with Sherriff Richards and has
requested that the presence of the Sherriff’s department be increased in town to help with the
people that do speed through town. He also informed Mr. Hirt that two signs had already been
placed by the D’Aneglo house that states Deaf Children at Play and more signs have been ordered
to replace around town. The Council will take into consideration the rest Mr. Hirt’s requests.
Commissioner Howard informed the Council and Mr. Hirt that the D’Angelo family are his
neighbors and he communicates with them on a regular basis. The cones that were set out were so
their daughter knew where she could ride her bike when she was outside. It has nothing to do with
the traffic on the streets. They have not complained to Commissioner Howard about the traffic.

1.4 Fran Bennett: District 12 did purchase the device that is used to locate underground pipe. They
have a 30 day money back guarantee should they decide they didn’t want it. They are in the
process of training one man to use the device. They will then test it out by locating the pipe and
then digging to make sure it is there. It will reach about 10 feet underground by sonar and is very
accurate. The cost was about $5,000.00 Mr. Bennett is in hopes that it will become available for
all of the serving cities to use or rent in the future. Mr. Bennett also informed the Council that
District 6 is needing more water and working with District 12 to achieve this. If this takes place



then District 12 will be maxed out. He also updated the Council that the plan that they had a few
months ago with borrowing the money to pay off a long term debt to build back the reserve money
was working well and they are looking good.

1.5 Commissioner Howard: Mr. Howard updated the Council that the County Commissioners are
looking for a replacement Administrator. As was stated in the paper their current one has put in the
request to leave. They are also getting bids for chip and seal in Franklin County. This will take
place in July and August some time. They will be focusing on Dane Street to the Interstate I-35
ramps and Highway 50 from Eisenhower to the Franklin County Line. He encouraged the Council
to think about doing the chip and seal on the shoulders. Now would be a good time to do that. He
also informed the Council that the County had to lease a tractor and it was approximately
$4,800.00 for 5 months.

2.0 Approval of Agenda
2.1 Amend Agenda: Council Member Messick added 6.5 Grounds at Ag Shop, 6.6 Tree in football

field to New Business. Council Member Worden added 5.4 Update on Dane Street Property to Old
Business. Mayor Horne added 6.7 Lights at Basketball area in City Park to New Business. Motion
made by Council Member Worden to approve the agenda amendments. Seconded by Council
Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0.

3.0 Approval of the Minutes
3.1 Approve Previous Minutes (May 5, 2014): Council Member Messick made a motion to approve

the May regular meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 4-0.
4.0 Financial Reports

4.1 Monthly Financial Report: Mr. Rockhold informed the Council that everything balanced this
month. Mrs. Sims gave an update on the new system stating that everything was still going well.

4.2 Motion to Accept: Council Member Messick made a motion to accept the May Treasurer’s
report. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 4-0.

4.3 Motion to Table: Council Member Messick made a motion to table the June Treasurers Report
due to no bank statement at this time. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0.

4.4 Financial Set-Off Program Update: Mrs. Sims informed the Council that we have been
receiving funds from the set-off program for debt collections on past utility accounts. She
informed the Council that we collect about 15% of past due amounts. It is a slow process, but it is
working.

5.0 Old Business
5.1 Update on the John Deere Tractor: Mayor Horne informed the Council that Mr. Lacey has

repaired the tractor but he has found more issues that need to be repaired with the rear end. Mayor
Horne did not know the specifics and Council Member Stover was not here to explain them in
detail for the Council. Mr. Lacey apologized for not checking the rear end when he was looking it
over so he would not charge labor to the city. Only the cost of the parts. The cost would be about
$1,000.00 more to fix. Council Member Messick made a motion to allow Mr. Lacey to fix the rear
end of the tractor for no more than $1,000.00. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion was
tied 2-2 with Council Member Tipton and Council Member Norton as Nay votes. Mayor Horne
was the deciding vote as a yea. Motion passed 3-2.

5.2 Fuel Tank Discussion: Mayor Horne explained that he had no new information on this topic. He
would like for the Council to assist with getting the Diesel tank up as soon as possible. Discussion
took place on this topic.

5.3 City Hall Roof: Mayor Horne gave an updated report to the Council on the roof issues. The
roofers will begin the repair on the roof beginning June 5 or June 6. It should be complete in a
couple of weeks.

5.4 Update on Dane Street Property: Council Member Worden would like to know what the update
on the Dane Street property regarding the Dane Street property. Mayor Horne informed the
Council that he had spoken to the attorney and he said that because there is not a zoning board that
there was nothing that the City could do at this point. It would not make it through court. The only
option that they may have is to check with Ordinance 411 and go through the Code Enforcement
Officer. Discussion took place on this topic.

6.0 New Business:
6.1 Basketball Goal at City Park: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the Williamsburg

Recreation Commission has some extra money that they would like to spend on the Basketball
goals in City Park. They would like to know if the City would be willing to help purchase new
goals. Mayor Horne will meet with Mr. Coppoc to see if the goals at the Ag Shop will work and if



not then new ones would have to be purchased. Mayor Horne has looked at costs and they are
about $2,000.00. Discussion took place on this topic. Council Member Norton made a motion to
pay half the cost of new basketball goals that the Williamsburg Recreation Commission is
purchasing. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 4-0.

6.2 Concession Stand Building at Lou Coppoc Field: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the
Williamsburg Recreation Commission would like to put metal siding on the concession stand
building at Lou Coppoc field. The Fascia and the soffit is extra cost to do that. The Recreation
board would like to know if the City would like to help pay for any of these costs. Discussion took
place on this topic. The Council is interested in helping with this project but would like to know
what it will cost. Council Member Messick made a motion to allocate funds to the help of the
siding project with the Williamsburg Recreation Commission once all the bids are in and they
have a total cost. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 4-0. Mayor Horne asked
Mr. Coppoc if he could come up with an inventory list of what is in both the press box and the
concession stand for the Council to review and possible consider surplus items. Mr. Coppoc
agreed.

6.3 Audit for 2013-2014: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had been contacted by Mike
Peroo’s office and they would like to do the audit again. Discussion took place on this topic.
Council Member Worden made a motion to put the audit out for bids. Seconded by Council
Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0.

6.4 Special Meeting: Council Member Tipton made a motion to have a special meeting for Attorney
Client Privilege on Wednesday June 4, 2014 at 6:30 pm. Seconded by Council Member Messick.
Motion passed. 4-0. – Council Member Tipton left the meeting at 9:02 pm.

6.5 Ground at Ag Shop: Council Member Messick informed the Council that Mrs. McCurdy has
been working behind the Ag Shop to get it cleaned up. She has been using her own equipment and
supplies to do this. Discussion took place on this topic. Council Member Messick made a motion
to pay Mrs. McCurdy back her money that was spent of the cleaning of behind the Ag Shop for up
to $100.00 as long as she provides receipts for the material. Seconded by Council Member Norton.
Motion passed 3-0.
Mayor Horne also spoke with Mrs. McCurdy and the Elementary School would like to put a self-
water line in for the livestock behind the Ag Building for next year’s new program. They will pay
for the product, the installation and the water. They are just needing permission from the City to
make changes to their property. Discussion took place on this topic. Council Member Worden
made a motion that they submit a letter stating a simple request of what they are wanting by the
special meeting on June 4, 2014. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 3-0.

6.6 Dead Tree in Football Field: Council Member Messick informed the Council that there is a dead
tree in the football field and that the City needs to do something about it before someone gets hurt.
Mayor Horne reminded the Council that this was the tree that was discussed last meeting and that
Mr. Dave Link is removing it free of charge. Mayor Horne also informed the Council that he
asked Mr. Jeff Link to spray the lagoons and he completed that task and has also sprayed some
around town.

6.7 Lights at the Basketball Court in City Park: Mayor Horne informed the Council that there are
only 2 lights working at the Basketball Court and the children have been using that facility.
Discussion took place on this topic. The Council asked Mayor Horne to get a quote from
Performance Electric to repair the 3 lights on the east side of the Court.

7.0 Authorization to Pay the Bills: Council Member Norton inquired about the bill from the R&R Repair
shop regarding the repair of the mower. Discussion took place on this topic. Council agreed that they are
going to need to start looking into the purchase of a new mower. Mayor Horne also informed the Council
that there is a bill for the removal of a huge limb that had fallen in City Park during the last storm. The
company happen to be in town at that time and Mayor Horne had to get it cleaned up so he allowed them to
take care of it. There is still some of the tree in the park, but Mr. Dave Link will be taking care of the rest of
it free of charge. Council Member Worden made a motion to pay all the bills. Seconded by Council
Member Messick. Motion passed 3-0.

8.0 Adjourn Meeting next regular meeting July 7, 2014: Council Member Messick made a motion to
adjourn the meeting at 9:22pm. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 3-0.


