
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting
Williamsburg, Kansas

February 4, 2013
7:30 p.m.

The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in regular session on February 4, 2013.
Those present:
Mayor Jon Horne, Council Member Hirt, Council Member Stover, Council Member Tipton, and Council Member
Messick.
Council Member Norton was absent
Guests present: Fran Bennett, Lou Coppoc, JR Harris, Commissioner Howard, Sheila Worden, and Officer
Fredrick’s

1) Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm with a moment of silence for our service men and women.

2) Agenda Amendments:
Mayor Horne: Playground Equipment to new business, severe weather management meeting to new
business, City Hall Furnace to new business, and School bond proposal to new business
Motion by Council Member Hirt to accept amendments, Seconded by Council Member Messick, Motion
passed 4-0

3) Approval of Previous Minutes:
January 7, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes: 3) Changes made to previous minutes were changed from
Council Member Hirt motioned to enter executive session to Council Member Tipton motion to enter
executive session and Council Member Tipton motioned to give Mr. Horne a 3% pay increase and
seconded by Council Member Hirt to Council Member Hirt Made the motion to give Mr. Horne a 3% Pay
increase and seconded by Council Member Tipton. 6. a.) Meeting Date Wednesday February 16, 2013
changed to January 16, 2013. 6. e.) Mayor Horne received a call Monday night from Mr. Link changed to
Mayor Horne received a call Tuesday morning from Mr. Link. 7. d.) Council Member Stover said he was
still working on the stop signs changed to Mayor Horne was still working on the stop signs. 8. a.) Motion
seconded by Council Member Tipton changed to seconded by Council Member Messick. 8. b.) Discussion
took place about the outstanding law suits changed to discussion took place about the City of
Williamsburg’s outstanding law suits. 8. f.) Mrs. Worden wanted to clarify that she stated to Council
Member Norton that it was her bill that she didn’t think was reflecting the correct charges. This doesn’t
change what Council Member Norton stated at the meeting so no changes will be made to past meeting
minutes. Motion by Council Member Hirt to accept with changes, Seconded by Council Member Messick,
Motion passed 4-0

January 16, 2013 Work Session Meeting Minutes: Motion by Council Member Hirt to accept. Seconded by
Council Member Messick, Motion passed 4-0

4) Treasurer’s Report:
a. December, 2012 Treasurer’s Report was previously tabled due to no bank statement to reconcile

the City’s Records. Motion by Council Member Hirt to approve the December 2012 Treasure’s
Report, Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0.

b. January, 2012 Treasurer’s Report: Motion by Council Member Hirt to table due to no bank
statement, Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0.

5) Recognize Guests:
a. Fran Bennett: The concern about the drought for 2013 is state wide. He is on several committees’

and they are all concerned about this. One of the ideas is to push for Franklin County to try to
merge all their sources together. Getting an engineering study pulled together to connect them like
we are doing with District #4 and including the City of Ottawa etc. This conversation needs to be
started and with people in the Higher authorities. We need to be really pushing this especially if
we have another dry summer. If we wait it may be too late. He would like to have the support and
backing of the Williamsburg City Council before he goes out stirring this up. Commissioner



Howard stated that at the last Commissioner’s meeting this was brought up with Ottawa having an
emergency plan. They are trying to get a core group to come up with a plan. He was not sure of
when that meeting will take place. Mayor Horne said he met with KDHE last week and we have
issues to discuss tonight.

b. Sheila Worden: Wednesday her water was off and she did not know who to contact when City
Hall was closed. Mayor Horne informed her that there is a phone number on the answering
machine to contact. That number is directed to Mayor Horne.

c. Lou Coppoc: Nothing
d. Commissioner Howard: Nothing
e. JR Harris: Nothing
f. Officer Fredrick’s: The Franklin County Sherriff’s Office hired a new Deputy today. It will take

about 6 months to get him thru the academy and training but once that happens they are now at
full staff. They had four burglaries that were caught in the process of happening just this weekend
and three more that have taken place and they know who it is they are just waiting to find them. So
they are able to do what they need to be doing now that they are full staffed. He knows that
speeders are the main concern in Williamsburg and they are trying to do more with that by doing
more silent calls so then others can’t tell their friends where they are going to be so they can catch
more people. He also now has four council meetings on Monday nights and will not be able to
attend all of them every month but he will be rotating them. If we need anything feel free to call
his desk line or to call the office for service at 785-242-3800. There is a zero tolerance for four
wheelers in Williamsburg. If you call in a traffic report someone must make a round to come out
and investigate then the office is getting more complaints then just from him. Council Member
Hirt asked if the comment in the paper from the Sherriff was really how he felt. Officer Fredrick’s
explained that the County Sheriff cannot enforce a Federal Law or any law that affects your
Constitutional right. He did not read the paper so he doesn’t know what exactly they put in there
but the Sheriff does believe in the second amendment. He does believe that an armed society is a
polite society but we cannot enforce a federal law we can only enforce the state laws even if we do
not agree with it, we must abide by it. The media doesn’t always understand this part of the law.
More discussion took place on this topic.

6) Old Business:
a. Planning Capital Improvement 2013: Special Meeting Date set for Monday February 18, 2013 at

6:30 pm. Council Member Hirt made a motion to accept the date. Seconded by Council Member
Messick. Motion Passed 4-0.

b. Water Sewer Rate Study: Mayor Horne said that the rate study people will be here at the March
regular Council meeting to inform the Council on their findings.

c. Emergency Preparedness Plan Update: Mayor Horne met with Alan Radcliff on January 22, 2013.
We have information to fill out and to send in. This plan is over seven hundred pages so it is
taking some time to go through. They want a designated debris site should a tornado ever hit
Williamsburg and this site must be approved with KDHE. There will be more meetings in March,
April, and May on this. But that is all he knows right now.

d. Rural Water 4 Connection on Finney Road: Mayor Horne and Council Member Messick went to
the meeting with District #4 and are in discussion with them again. They also had a meeting with
them here at City Hall and all is going well with this. They wanted to check the treatments
between District #12 and District #4 to make sure they were the same. They are ready to move
forward with this process but the applications needs to be sent in and cannot until the Council
approves it to be sent. They will pay for the materials if we will pay for the labor. Discussions
took place on the specifics and the Council answered some community member’s questions.
Council Member Messick made a motion to accept and move forward with the application.
Council Member Tipton seconded motion passed 4-0. Next meeting with them will take place on
Wednesday February 13, 2013.

7) Departmental Reports:

a. Water Department: Mayor Horne stated that we have had three water leaks found in the last week.
Two were on the City side and one was on the resident’s side. Mr. Harris has been working on this
issue and has resolved two of the three issues. He has one left to do and this will affect the
residents on Dane street. He is not sure how long they will be without water but will do it as
quickly as he can.

b. Parks Department: Nothing to report



c. Sewer Department: Nothing to report
d. Streets Department: Nothing to report

8) New Business:
a. KDHE Inspection: Mayor Horne met with Vic Montgomery with KDHE on January 11, 2013. He

came to do the inspection on the lagoons, the sewer system, the water reports etc. Part of what we
have to do is make the binders for each council member that they all received this evening. Mayor
Horne asked that they all take it home and review it. But with upcoming elections that if the
council member is no longer on the council that they please give it back to the city when their term
is up. Mayor Horne spent about three hours with Mr. Montgomery and was very pleased with the
discussions they had. He then read his report that each council member received.

b. Adoption of the Drought Ordinance previously done, unable to locate: Mayor Horne informed the
Council Members that this has to be done, but he has not been able to locate this from when it was
done in the past so he recommends that it be done again. Mr. Montgomery sent Mr. Horne a
sample one that just needs the blanks filled in. Council Member Messick made a motion that
Mayor Horne fill in the blanks and publish the sample one. Seconded by Council Member Tipton.
Motion passed 4-0

c. Bid Procedures: Council Member Messick did some research on the law regarding bid procedures
with the league of municipalities. Being a City of the third class. We do not have to take bids on
anything. It is for the protection of the city that you do, but it is not required. They recommend
that you use your local contractors because they are the ones that will help out in desperate times.
Mayor Horne will put together a suggestion on procedures for the council. Discussion took place
on the specifics.

d. City Hall Closed March 15 – 24 will reopen on March 25: Mayor Horne reminded the Council that
Mrs. Sims will be gone this week. Signs will be posted ahead of time around town.

e. Playground Equipment: Jeff Link has money from the recycling that is for the playground
equipment. Also the President of the Williamsburg Recreation contacted Mayor Horne that they
have money that they would like to give to the City to use for the community. Mayor Horne is
going to the Recreation meeting on Wednesday February 13, 2013 to get more details. Mayor
Horne will be working with Council Member Messick on getting something going.

f. City Hall Furnace: Mayor Horne informed the Council Members that the furnace finally quit. We
are in contact with Adamson Brothers on getting the new furnace installed.

g. School Bond Proposal: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the City mailed flyers to all
residents in the 66095 zip code to encourage them all to attend one of the three meetings for the
school bond proposal. Council Member Hirt wanted everyone to be made clear that the tearing out
of the west wing of the school was not what was discussed in their regular committee meeting.

h. Severe Weather E-mail: Mayor Horne informed that we received an e-mail for the Severe Weather
Management meeting that will be February 12, 2013 at 10:00am. This is to just go over what we
have now. This is not the special meeting that they have been attending, it is the regular meetings
that they have.

9) Bills

a. Motion by Council Member Tipton to pay all other bills, Seconded by Council Member Hirt
Motion passed 4-0.

10) Adjournment

a. Motion by Council Member Tipton to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 pm, Seconded by Council
Member Messick. Motion passed 4-0


