
 

WORK SESSION OF THE 
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

DISCUSSION ON FAÇADE GRANT PROGRAM AND APPLICATION 
OCTOBER 1, 2015 

6:00 PM 
 

PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent    Mayor 
   Alden Farr   Councilmember 
   Ruth Jensen   Councilmember 
   Mark Thompson  Councilmember 
    
ALSO PRESENT: Joseph Bach   Fire & Ambulance Chief 
   Mary Kate Christensen City Recorder 
   Paul Larsen   Economic Development Director 

Bruce Leonard   City Administrator 
Mike Nelsen   Police Chief 
Jason Roberts   Finance Director 

 
EXCUSED:  DJ Bott   Councilmember 

Tom Peterson   Councilmember 
 

 
Mr. Larsen, Mr. Roberts and Mr. Leonard came to the table. Mr. Larsen gave a history of the 
façade grant.  
 

 Initiated in 1992 by the Brigham City RDA 
 Started through a Main Street grant as a loan, because this was not successful it was 

modified as the Façade Grant Program through tax increment in RDA #1 
 Expanded to Main Street from 900 North to 1100 South in 2010 

 Funded through general fund 
 1010/2011 budget - $40,000 
 2011-2012 budget through 2013-2014 budget - $30,000 
 2014-2015 budget - $15,000 
 2015-2016 budget - $10,000 

 
Mr. Larsen displayed several before and after pictures of businesses that have participated in the 
Façade Grant Program. More than half of the buildings have participated.  
 
Mr. Larsen noted that the Façade Grant is an economic development program and is not intended 
as a handout to the business owners, although it is a benefit for them.  
 
Mr. Larsen went through the County’s tax assessment roles and added all the taxable value of 
each of the blocks from 100 North to 200 South and 100 East to 100 West and compared it with 
the Wal-Mart area, including all the businesses in front of Wal-Mart. The assessed value per acre 
of the downtown area is higher than the per acre figure for the Wal-Mart area. This includes the 
tax assessment that goes to Perry City.  
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Councilmember Jensen agreed that this grant helps with economic development and has made 
Main Street look very nice. However, she was concerned with using general fund money for 
façade grants. 
 
Councilmember Farr stated that the Council all agrees that funding for businesses is a good 
program. The question raised during the last meeting was whether it is right that taxes from the 
general fund are going to support businesses doing their signs.  
 
Councilmember Thompson added that another concern is limiting the general fund money to the 
downtown area.  
 
Mr. Larsen explained that the taxes are actually reversed – the businesses are carrying the taxes 
for the residential areas. There are several reasons for this: 1) business property values tend to be 
higher; 2) they are generating sales tax; 3) residential property receives a 45% residential 
exemption. In general, home occupations generate very little sales tax, if any, and the property is 
taxed as a resident. 
 
Councilmember Thompson did not feel that the City should consider façade grants for home 
occupations. 
 
Councilmember Jensen questioned whether it was fair to use money from the general fund and 
using it only on a certain section of town, and not allowing it anywhere else. Home businesses 
create revenue, even though it is not as much as a standalone business.  
 
Mr. Leonard said the amount in the general fund for this grant is to the point that there is not 
enough money to do a lot with, and there is not a rush from businesses to get the money. He 
added that he sees a need on the north end of town.  
 
Mr. Larsen said it is possible to do an RDA on the north end of town, but just creating an RDA 
does put money in it; the Council would have to budget money for it. Mr. Roberts said if the only 
thing in the RDA is façade grants, it would have to come out of the general fund because of  how 
much tax increment and how many years it would take to pay it back, unless there is a significant 
business coming in because of a façade grant, which is unlikely. 
 
Mr. Larsen said if the Council took 1% of the sales tax from the 450 home businesses, it would 
not fund even one façade grant. 
 
Councilmember Thompson suggested extending the façade grant to the full extent of the RDA 
#1. The Council discussed extending the RDA further north and further west. Mr. Larsen said 
there are a lot of technical reasons that would not allow the RDA #1 boundary to be expanded. 
 
Councilmember Thompson suggested extending it one extra block and keeping the façade grant 
within the RDA funds only. There is currently $10,000 in the budget this year, but next year this 
will not be funded.  
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The Council agreed with the guidelines as given to them. Mr. Leonard suggested extending the 
moratorium on the general fund façade grant program until staff brings the guidelines to the 
Council on October 15, 2015.  
 
The Council discussed how to allocate the money – whether to expend the $10,000 on one 
application or split it up. Mr. Larsen said there are no other applications other than Ms. Tugaw’s. 
There have been other property owners that have expressed interest but they have not turned in 
applications. Councilmember Jensen said the purpose of the grant is to seed as many businesses 
as possible. Councilmember Farr suggested divided it into four grants of $2,500. Since the 
budget is halfway through the year and there has not been anyone else apply, then someone 
could be granted $5,000 of that.  
 
This will be brought to the Council on October 15, 2105 for a vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:51.   


