
 

REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

March 19, 2015 

 
PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent   Mayor 
 DJ Bott Councilmember 
   Alden Farr   Councilmember 
   Ruth Jensen   Councilmember 
   Tom Peterson   Councilmember 
   Mark Thompson  Councilmember 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Rick Bosworth   Human Resource Manager 
   Mark Bradley   City Planner 
   Dave Burnett   Public Power Director 
   Mary Kate Christensen City Recorder 
   Jared Johnson   Community Development Director 
   Kai Landon   Museum-Gallery Director 
   Paul Larsen   Economic Development Director 
   Bruce Leonard   City Administrator 
   Mike Nelsen   Police Chief 
   Derek Oyler   EMS Director 
   Tyler Pugsley   Public Works Director 

Jason Roberts   Finance Director 
    
 
Mayor Vincent called the meeting to order. The Reverence Period was given by Br. Jeremy 
Jensen of the Brigham City 22nd Ward. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Mayor Vincent 
noted that the BRAG presentation on mobility management has been rescheduled and was 
therefore removed from the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2015 Council 
meeting was made by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember Jensen and 
unanimously approved as distributed. 

 
AGENDA 

 
PRESENTATION OF MAYOR’S ART AWARD 
RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES 
 New Hires, Public Works and Public Power 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
CONSENT 
 Request for Approval of a Marketing Match Grant Application to the Economic 

Development Corporation of Utah to Fund Extension of the “Rourism” Project 
 Reappointment to Planning Commission  
 Request to Write-off Accounts Due to Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 Request to Vacate a Portion of a 15’ Wide Sewer Pipeline Easement and Two Temporary 

Easements, a 20’ Wide Sanitary Sewer Easement and a 20’ Wide Storm Drain Easement 
in the Area of 540 South and 1050 West 

SCHEDULED DELEGATION 
 Presentation on Mobility Management – Rescheduled 
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 Presentation by Caribbean Pacific Foundation on Technology they have Developed for 
Energy Generation 

 Discussion on Potential Energy Audit Programs 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 Request for Approval of Ordinance to Address Minimum Setbacks for Commercial Buildings 
NEW BUSINESS 
 UTOPIA Operational Update and Request to Pay Operational Shortfall Assessment 
 Request for Approval of Resolution to Enter into an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement with 

Perry City to Provide Fire Protection and Ambulance Services 
ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 
 

PRESENTATION OF MAYOR’S ART AWARD 
 

Beth Gurrister, member of the Heritage Arts Board, read a proclamation declaring April as Art 
Appreciation Month.   
 
Susan Neidert, Chair of the Heritage Arts Board, announced that Mary Alice Hobbs was chosen 
for the annual Mayor’s Art Award. Her smiling face and cheerful presence has been part of 
the Brigham City Museum-Gallery for over 15 years. She is the publicist and research 
specialist for the museum and has been a reliable driving force in the success of the museum 
since she started. She is the one that does most of the background research for an exhibit and 
makes sure the press releases are all done. She has also spearheaded many efforts to improve 
the museum and bring in new exhibits. She consistently advocates for exhibits that educate 
and inspire museum visitors from Northern Utah and beyond. One of her greatest 
accomplishments has been transforming the museum’s annual quilt exhibit into one of the 
best anywhere in the country. Mary Alice has taken on the responsibility of curating this 
annual exhibit. Another of Mary Alice’s more visible additions to the museum is the biography 
panels in the museum’s section. She relishes the research necessary to create a good but 
accurate story and often reaches out to community members to help her find more 
information and photos. Mary Alice was born and raised in Brigham City and has served her 
hometown well. She is an excellent employee who is always willing to go the extra mile to 
make Brigham City a place where arts and heritage survive. Her deep respect for history and 
vivacious love of art shines through as she industriously works to share this enthusiasm and 
her knowledge with museum visitors.  
 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES 
 

New Hires, Public Works and Public Power 
Several new hires were recognized: Alec Backus, Ryan Putnam, Race Black and Myles Combe 
in the Fire Department; Jeremy Jensen as a Grounds Maintenance Worker; Kyle Holgreen as a 
Water system Operator; Neal Madsen as an Electric Line Worker.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Don Dunbar, Brigham City – Mr. Dunbar said he is in support of April being Arts Awareness 
Month. He would like to see Collette Bradford’s artwork in the museum. The Council will be 
presented with a proposal on windmill later in this meeting. He said the current 
administration in Washington has killed the coal industry. They have killed the coal mines and 
the coal fired generations that are four times cheaper per kilowatt. The coal mines, along 
with agricultural and manufacturing, gave us the standard of living known as the United 
States of America. If windmill is optional it should be sold to the public with stock options and 
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not be brought to municipalities. If windmill power is brought to this community it better be 
cost efficient and be cheap as or cheaper than coal fire generation.  
 
Lee Johnson, Brigham City – Mr. Johnson talked about Russian government and discussed 
books by Socrates.    
 
Becky Maddox, Brigham City – Ms. Maddox said she likes the color green, but what she dislikes 
is what politicians have done to the color green. People are told that CO2 is a pollutant. She 
said C02 is not a pollutant. She has a degree in physical education with emphasis in outdoor 
education and environmental interpretation. CO2 is a very helpful and important chemical. 
When people breathe out they breathe carbon dioxide. Plants breathe in carbon dioxide and 
put out oxygen in the form of O2. This is what humans use. People could not survive without 
plants. In some desert areas plants can withstand drought if they have sufficient CO2. They 
can also fight off diseases if they have an abundance of CO2. People need to use a little 
common sense when people say CO2 is a pollutant. If CO2 is restricted it will damage the 
human population as well as the animal and plant population. She felt that the City should 
say no to wind energy because it is not very helpful in generating energy, not nearly as 
helpful as coal and oil because these can be burned anytime, but power from wind can only 
be generated when the wind is blowing at a certain rate. She has seen windmills that are not 
working because of their battery. These batteries do not work well and are not very efficient.  
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy talked about President Johnson’s Model City Program and 
RDAs. She said bringing in more government economic development into the second driest 
state in the country is not wise. It threatens those who are presently in the state. We are 
already on the verge of water restrictions and are constantly being taught to conserve, so it 
does not seem wise to keep having economic development to bring more people and industry 
into the City. She asked why it was necessary for the golf course to ask for capital 
improvement money if they are making money.  She also asked why the capital improvement 
project has not been paid off. She read quotes regarding public works.  
 
Deloy Mecham, Tremonton – Mr. Mecham said he has studied windmills but he understands 
that this company is collecting funds to help people in other countries – countries that do not 
have means of electricity and water.  
 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Councilmember Jensen reported that the Meals on Wheels fundraiser was a big success. There 
was a lot of participation from elected officials and other volunteers throughout the 
community. She added that people don’t want big government so they need to volunteer and 
the Senior Center is a great place to do so.   
 
Councilmember Thompson reported that the Youth City Council did a great job at their 
convention at Utah State University. The USU Building is on schedule and classes will begin 
the first of January.  
 
Councilmember Peterson said the Utah League of Cities and Towns really fought hard for 
municipalities during the last legislative session.  
 
Mayor Vincent stated that he also attended the Youth City Council conference and 
participated in their banquet. He said he was very proud of the YCC and all their efforts at 
this conference. They are a great group of youth that are good examples and show a lot of 
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leadership. In addition he signed a proclamation recognizing April 7, 2015 as National Service 
Day. He read the proclamation to the Council. At a recent BRAG meeting they discussed a 
Family Awareness Workshop to discuss budgeting, credit and credit scores, home ownership 
and banking. This was an idea by Councilmember Jensen. He expressed appreciation to her.  
 
Councilmember Bott was excused at 7:46 PM.  
 

CONSENT 
 
Request for Approval of a Marketing Match Grant Application to the Economic 
Development Corporation of Utah to Fund Extension of the “Rourism” Project 
This was discussed under New Business (see below).  
 
Reappointment to Planning Commission  
It was recommended Linda Berry be reappointed to the Planning Commission.  
 
Request to Write-off Accounts Due to Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections 
A list of accounts totaling $2,534.89 was presented to be removed from the City’s system due 
to customer taking out bankruptcy or being sent to collections. 
 

MOTION: Councilmember Thompson moved to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Farr and unanimously 
carried. The grant application will be discussed further under New Business.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Request to Vacate a Portion of a 15’ Wide Sewer Pipeline Easement and Two Temporary 
Easements, a 20’ Wide Sanitary Sewer Easement and a 20’ Wide Storm Drain Easement in 
the Area of 540 South and 1050 West 
Mr. Bradley explained that this public hearing is to hear comments on vacating easements 
associated with the Orange Grove planned unit development. There is a sewer line that 
traverses along the north property and along the westerly property. The developers would 
like to vacate and reroute a portion of the easement through the development into the 
roadway, then through the easement to the detention basin and then connect back into the 
sewer easement.  
 
The other easements are temporary that connect the sewer lines under the public right-of-
way connecting into the north sewer line. There is also a temporary storm drain easement. 
These two easements need to be vacated to move forward with Phase I of the Orange Grove 
development.  
 
There were no comments from the public. A motion to close the public hearing was made by 
Councilmember Peterson, seconded by Councilmember Thompson and unanimously carried. 
 

MOTION: Councilmember Peterson made a motion to approve the vacating of 
the three easements as written, seconded by Councilmember Farr. The Mayor 
asked for a roll call vote: 
 
Councilmember Peterson – aye 
Councilmember Thompson – aye 
Councilmember Jensen – aye 
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Councilmember Farr – aye 
 
The motion unanimously carried with a 4-0 vote.  

 
SCHEDULED DELEGATION 

 
Presentation by Caribbean Pacific Foundation on Technology they have Developed for 
Energy Generation 
Mr. Luis Antola said Caribbean Pacific Foundation is a non-profit organization that works in 
the research and development of uncommon technologies that benefit people from the rest of 
the world. There are more than 1.4 billion people living in poverty without access to energy 
and more than 750,000 people that live without access to clean water. The Foundation has a 
mandate to work for the wellbeing of other fellow human beings who have not been as 
fortunate as they are. Their role is not only to advance technology but to also educate people 
that there are ways to break out of their circumstances and help others do the same.  
 
Mr. Johnny Kraczek said the Foundation is working in four different areas to get clean energy, 
clean water, food production and access to education. In most of these countries the islands 
are generated by diesel generators. The cost of diesel is very unstable which means that the 
cost of power for the islander is unstable and rising. Brigham City residents are paying 10¢ per 
kilowatt hour compared to citizens in Tonga who pay approximately 60¢ per kilowatt hour. 
This leads to poverty.  
 
The Caribbean Pacific Foundation, researchers and engineers have come up with ocean 
energy capture and storage. This is a new kind of wind capture device that uses trade winds 
off the coast of an island to turn the marine turbine. The electricity generated in the turbine 
is used to split water into hydrogen and oxygen which is stored in the upper portion of the 
buoy. The buoy can store enough energy to replace a small island diesel generator. This 
means that in many cases the cost of electricity will be cut in half, minimize the dependence 
on fossil fuel, and reduce the environmental impact of diesel generators.  
 
The products that come from ocean energy caption and storage include electricity on 
demand. The byproduct when the hydrogen and oxygen are put back together again is pure 
water, which is another need of the islanders. Oxygen has many uses and hydrogen can be 
used for transportation. Other uses include heating and cooking. In the future when the oil 
reserves are very difficult to get anymore, where will the plastics come from? This could be a 
solution for that because the hydrogen can be combined with carbon and create a 
hydrocarbon, which can create methanol and ethanol, which can create plastic.  
 
Mr. Kraczek said Brigham City has people that are famous rocket scientists and composite 
engineers that worked at ATK. There are several small composite shops in Brigham City. 
These are the people they would like to work with to get these units built and then shipped to 
the islands. Eventually this will become an industry.  
 
Mr. Kraczek explained the funding. In the islands there are infrastructure banks and also 
nations that have committed resources to help create new opportunities for the islands in the 
developing world. These banks have been commissioned to help overcome poverty. 
Unfortunately, they don’t always have the tools to do this. They loan money to the country. 
The country will save a significant amount of money over the money they are losing on the 
diesel generated power and over a course of 20-40 years the country is able to pay that back.  
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There are also opportunities for various types of funding that local governments might be able 
to participate with. They are working on grants with ARPA, U.S. Aide and other similar 
organizations. However, they need a place to call home to indicate that they have the 
support of the community and local government.  
 
Councilmember Bott returned at 8:14 PM. 
 
Mr. Larsen came forward and added that there are some tools they can access that would not 
be available to them in a more urban area. There are other financing mechanisms through the 
EB-5 visa program where it is advantageous to be located in a rural area because of the 
investment thresholds. It would be very beneficial for Brigham City to have them here. He 
was not sure at this time if the grants would require a match from the City. 
 
Mr. Kraczek continued that there would be a significant opportunity for job creation. If they 
fully manufacture the buoy in Brigham City, there would be a significant number of jobs. 
Ultimately, worldwide, there is a potential for 3,000 jobs in Brigham City and other 
manufacturing locations as they are set up.   
 
Discussion on Potential Energy Audit Programs 
Mr. Johnson and Mr. Cram from Siemens Corporation came to the table. Mr. Johnson said 
Siemens Corporation contacted him regarding a new program the State of Utah has to provide 
high level feasibility studies through prequalified companies. The City signed a letter of 
understanding at no cost to the City to have them provide this study to identify items that 
could potentially be upgraded and lower operating costs through efficiency. The next step is 
to move forward with a request for proposal to the companies identified by the State to do an 
audit, which will be more in depth. The companies doing the audit are required to cover the 
shortfall if the savings is not seen by the City.  
 
Mr. Cram explained the State’s program in more detail and what Siemens will do for the City. 
The City is currently spending $263,000 per year on natural gas and electricity. There are 
several things they would recommend: 
 

1) A building automation system to provide communication between City facilities 
2) Lighting controls 
3) Irrigation controls in parks and open space 
4) Weatherization, such as roof repairs, windows, cracks, etc. 
5) Retrocommissioning equipment 
6) More effective method to charge golf carts 
7) There are several things that could be done at the Waste Treatment Plant 
8) There is a possibility that a solar field could be placed at the Waste Treatment Plant 

 
On a total utility spend, Mr. Cram estimated a potential savings between 15-25% of the 
$247,000.  
 
The Council asked Mr. Johnson to move forward with an RFP. He will bring it back to the 
Council when it has been prepared.  
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Request for Approval of Ordinance to Address Minimum Setbacks for Commercial Buildings 
Mr. Bradley explained that this ordinance would create a view triangle for existing buildings 
and driveways. This would allow existing buildings, based on design review, to approach the 
front property line with these exceptions: 
 

1) Commercial buildings adjacent to a residential district boundary must maintain a 15’ 
setback and 20’ from the front property line. 

2) The minimum setback for commercial buildings within the general commercial district 
along West Forest would be 30’. 

3) Must have a clear view triangle of 20’ x 20’ located at the intersection front and side 
property lines, unless an existing adjacent commercial building has a lesser setback, 
the new construction may match its setback. 

4) Building size, height, location and orientation within the Central Business District must 
be in harmony with the Historic Downtown Guidelines.  

 
Councilmember Peterson said typically when someone is doing commercial development they 
want to get the most use possible on the property. He felt that this prohibits that. However, 
he agreed with what is being done and the protection of safety.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Peterson made a motion to approve the ordinance 
addressing minimum setbacks for commercial buildings, seconded by 
Councilmember Bott. A roll call vote was taken: 

 
 Councilmember Bott – aye 
 Councilmember Farr – aye 
 Councilmember Jensen – aye 
 Councilmember Peterson – aye 
 Councilmember Thompson – aye 
 

 The motion unanimously carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
UTOPIA Operational Update and Request to Pay Operational Shortfall Assessment 
Mr. Roberts came forward and reported on UTOPIA from July 2011 to January 2015. 
Commercial customers have increased. This is a result of the UTOPIA Board changing their 
strategy from going after business customers vs residential customers.  However, there has 
also been an increase in residential customers.   
 
The UTOPIA lawsuit against Rural Utility Services (RUS) settled for a $10M payment from the 
federal government. Mr. Roberts explained that the numbers he worked up does not include 
the legal fees spent on this lawsuit.  
 
Mr. Roberts stated that revenues have been going up steadily in the last few years. Last year 
it was up $1.4M and it was projected it would go up approximately $2.2M in 2015.  
 
Expenses have decreased over the last few years, but it is projected they will increase this 
year. This is because their employee headcount has lowered from the low to mid 50s to high 
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30s. However, Mr. Roberts was concerned that maybe they have cut too deep. There are 
some technology positions that need to be filled.  
 
Mr. Roberts also projected that expenses will increase because the system is aging and there 
will probably be some maintenance needed.  
 
The bottom line is that the direction is very good and there are financial results from UTOPIA. 
Their original projection was that at the end of five years they would be $800,000 from 
breaking even. Mr. Roberts projected that they will break operational even before that.  
 
Mr. Roberts reviewed the history of UTOPIA customers. In July 2011 there was a low of 52 
business customers. It is currently at a high of 88 business customers. There has been growth 
or sustained growth every month since July 2011 with the exception of one month.  
 
Residential customers were at a high of 1,342 in April 2012. At this point the marketing 
stopped and the business emphasis started. The lowest number of customers was in April 2014 
at 1,190. In the last few months there has been a significant increase in customers to 1,245 
customers in February 2015. People are now asking to be connected. There have been 75 
people sign up since August 2012; 24 of those signed up between August 2014 to December 
2014. There was an additional 18 people sign up in January and February 2015. The trend is 
definitely increasing. Mr. Roberts felt this is because people can now connect by going online 
and choosing their provider and internet speed and paying $30/month for the infrastructure.  
 
Mr. Roberts reviewed what Brigham City can do to make things better with UTOPIA. He gave 
an example of what the new Murray Mayor has been doing. Murray had a terrible situation 
with a provider when UTOPIA was first installed. Their new Mayor started contacting citizens 
who had stopped getting the service and asking them to try it again. This has turned the 
sentiment in that community. It is possible Brigham City could do the same.  
 
In addition, the City could contact UTOPIA when there are open trenches so they could put 
the infrastructure in. This is currently being done, but the communication process could be 
better.  
 
Mr. Roberts said the UTOPIA Board all agreed that the $10M from the settlement with RUS be 
used to grow revenue and refresh the system, not used toward the operational shortfall. 
Therefore, there is still an operational shortfall. Some of the cities have not been paying the 
operational shortfall because they were upset at how things were being run. Brigham City has 
not paid the shortfall because of the special assessment area (SAA) financing that brought a 
lot of money into the City. The UTOPIA Board did not take this into consideration when 
assessing the City’s shortfall assessment. Mr. Roberts argued this with them and in the end 
they agreed that the amount they were assessing Brigham City was too high. They were asking 
for $5,804 per month; they lowered it to $1,045 per month.  
 
Mr. Roberts said the UTOPIA cities paid $300,000 toward the RUS litigation. This money is 
being refunded back to the cities. Brigham City’s portion is $9,987. Mr. Roberts said this 
money could be applied toward the operational shortfall from October 2014 when the City 
quit making payments to the middle of July 2015.  
 
Councilmember Jensen said there is no contractual agreement on operational expenses. She 
questioned why the City is paying something where there is no contract to do so. She felt 
users should pay. Mr. Roberts said even if users pay, if no cities pay the doors will shut. 



City Council Meeting 
Page 9 of 11 

March 19, 2015 

 

Councilmember Jensen questioned how UTOPIA could keep going this long with several cities 
not paying the operational expenses. Mr. Roberts said UTOPIA is losing less money, not coming 
out even. They were losing $3M now they are down to $1.5M.  
 
Councilmember Farr felt that the City needed to do some marketing. He used himself as an 
example. He did not sign up at the beginning because the City was told there would be no 
hookup fee and because of the performance issues when it first started. Recently he decided 
to look into it further and figured out the price difference between UTOPIA and his current 
service. He was paying $220/month for Comcast. By switching to xmission for his internet and 
DirectTV he saved $80/month. At his place of business Comcast wanted to charge him $450/ 
month and UTOPIA was $150. If there could be a grassroots effort to make citizens realize 
they can hookup without a $3,000 hookup fee, they would look at the money they would save 
by going with UTOPIA, it would create more competition which would drive prices down. If 
the take rate goes up the cost the City has to pay every month would go away.  
 
Councilmember Jensen suggested using the RUS money to promote this area. She expressed 
concern with paying money when there is no contractual agreement. Councilmember 
Thompson said Brigham City is the company. It would be a contract with ourselves.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Peterson made a motion to use the $9,000 UTOPIA is 
paying the City and apply it to operational expenses from October 2014 through 
June 2015, seconded by Councilmember Thompson. Councilmember Jensen said 
she is still not convinced that this $9,000 is going to keep UTOPIA afloat. She 
was concerned that the cities are getting strung along and that they have given 
money to Macquarie. She felt strongly that UTOPIA needs to be marketed. She 
was still not convinced that UTOPIA will die without this $9,000. Council-
member Peterson said the only thing that has kept them going is because the 
larger cities have been paying operational expenses. Councilmember Jensen 
said it’s because they got rid of some employees and started getting creative. 
Councilmember Farr asked if the motion should include a way to market 
UTOPIA to get more people signed up. Mr. Roberts said he can bring back a plan 
within three months. Councilmember Peterson added that there are limitations 
on what the City can do. Mr. Roberts agreed, adding that there are some legal 
issues.  
 

Councilmember Bott – aye 
Councilmember Farr – aye 
Councilmember Jensen – nay 
Councilmember Peterson – aye 
Councilmember Thompson – aye 

 
The motion carried 4-1.  

 
Request for Approval of Resolution to Enter into an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement 
with Perry City to Provide Fire Protection and Ambulance Services 
Mr. Leonard came forward and explained that this is similar to the agreement Brigham City 
has been operating with Perry City for the last several years, with the exception that this 
includes the ambulance service. This was done under an interlocal agreement as requested by 
Perry. It is for 36 months with an automatic renewal.  
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Councilmember Peterson asked who Perry City residents will call if they want a burn permit. 
Mr. Leonard was unsure but would find out and report to the Council.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Jensen made a motion to approve the resolution to 
enter into an interlocal cooperative agreement with Perry City to provide fire 
protection and ambulance services as presented. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Bott. Councilmember Peterson noted that Mr. Leonard talked 
to Perry City about an annual fee, and Perry wanted it charged as outlined in 
the agreement. All councilmembers voted aye for a unanimous vote. 

 
Request for Approval of a Marketing Match Grant Application to the Economic 
Development Corporation of Utah to Fund Extension of the “Rourism” Project (moved 
from Consent Agenda) 
Mr. Larsen explained that if the City receives the grant it is the intent to have Roger Brooks, 
the consultant firm the State chose, would focus on Brigham City. There is a $5,000 match for 
this grant and would come out of the economic development budget.  
 
Councilmember Farr felt it would be better to see what Mr. Brooks does with the County and 
then apply it to Brigham City. He asked what the City has as far as tourism. Mr. Larsen said 
there are a number of things county-wide. In Brigham City there is birding and wildlife, such 
as the Refuge, Salt Creek, public shooting grounds, Locomotive Springs. The Refuge alone gets 
over 200,000 visitors a year. Brigham City probably doesn’t see a lot of these and hasn’t done 
a lot to market to them.  
 
Mr. Larsen said the grant application was due the end of February. The Council action is a 
follow-up and without that he would have to pull the application.  
 
Councilmember Farr felt that the City should wait and see what comes from the County 
proposal and then sit down with the Economic Development Board and see what can be done 
to build on that.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Peterson said because the $5,000 is in the Economic 
Development budget, he made a motion to approve the Marketing Match Grant 
application. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Bott. Councilmember 
Farr said he looks at Brigham City as a bedroom community, and he felt that 
most people like it that way. He did not see that Brigham City has anything 
that will bring everybody here that the City hasn’t already talked about. Mayor 
Vincent said he did not think Brigham City should be content to be a bedroom 
community. If the City doesn’t work with some economic development, 
businesses will go to surrounding communities. In order to help the citizens and 
keep taxes down, there needs to be some economic growth. Councilmember 
Jensen agreed, adding that they are not against growing in industry, 
manufacturing or commercial, but in tourism. Brigham City is not a destination 
area. Mayor Vincent said Brigham City has things to offer that other 
communities do not. Mr. Larsen said there are 200,000 people per year, and 
growing, that visit the Bird Refuge; there are 300,000 a year that visit Willard 
Bay; approximately 65,000 visit the Golden Spike Monument. He did not feel 
the City capitalizes on these. Tourism is people coming into the community, 
leaving their money then going home. Brigham City tax dollars do not educate 
their children, police them, etc. There are a lot of benefits to this money 
coming into the community. Councilmember Bott said the money is in the 
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economic development budget, it is a matching grant, and if Brigham City does 
not like what the County does, the City does not have to take it. The Mayor 
called for a vote. Voting was unanimously in favor.  
 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
A motion to adjourn to a closed session to discuss the purchase, exchange or lease of property 
was made by Councilmember Peterson, and seconded by Councilmember Jensen. A roll call 
vote was taken with all councilmembers voting aye. The meeting adjourned to a closed 
session at 9:25 PM.  
 
The Council returned to an open meeting at 11:05 PM and adjourned.  


