
Joanne’s notes on the Moda Sampler Blocks: 
 
I made my first three blocks today and I love how they turned out. I kept a few notes about each block I 
want to share. The first thing I want to talk about is how small the pieces are for each block. Wow 1 1/2" 
pieces are smaller than I usually piece. I don't think I could have kept my blocks square without Best 
Press. I sprayed my fabric before cutting out pieces and again during the piecing process. 
  
Block 1 - I like how the half square triangles are made a little large and trimmed down. I like my small 2 
1/2" Creative Grids ruler for squaring up small blocks. I chose to press my seams open on this block to 
reduce the bulk in the seams.  
  
Block 2 - I used Best Press again before and during piecing. On this block I pressed my seam 
allowances towards the darker fabrics. I like to be able to nest my seams at intersections. I used my 
Creative Grids 6 1/2" ruler to square up my block after piecing. 
  
Block 3 - I got to use my Bernina seam ripper, more times than I want to tell you about. I found this block 
to be a little challenging. It has a lot of intersections that need to match. I pressed my seams to one side 
on this block except last seam I pressed open. There is a lot of bulk in the seam allowances on this block. 
Again Best Press before and after and 6 1/2" ruler for squaring all finished blocks a must in my opinion. 
Three down 27 more to go. We look forward to seeing your blocks.  
 
Here are notes on blocks 4, 5 and 6.  
When you press make sure you set your seams first, you are sometimes working with the bias and bias 
stretches.  
 
Block 4 - think outside the box when picking fabric. This would be a great block to reverse the lights and 
darks. Consider the layouts at the bottom of each page. Press fabrics toward the prints or background but 
make sure all the same. This way your seams will nest. Use Best Press when finished for crisp blocks.  
 
Block 5 - Use a Sewline marking pencil to draw lines on back of block. Follow Easy Corner Triangles 
example two for half square triangles or use your favorite method. Press seams open. 
 
Block 6 - this is a great opportunity to pick a great print and fussy cut your center block. Use your favorite 
method or ruler to make flying geese. Cut away excess fabric and press.  
Block 7 - Pieces are small and skill level is progressing. Martha and I both felt challenged by this block. 
With small pieces thread quality can make a difference in accuracy. I prefer Aurifil thread and I use a 
small stitch length. I pressed seams open.  
 
Block 8 - This block is a great opportunity to do some fussy cutting. If you want your center block to be 
one piece instead of four you need to cut this square 3 1/2". It's a great time to use your 3 1/2" Creative 
Grids ruler. I pressed seams open on flying geese.  
 
Blocks 9 -  Use your favorite method to make half square triangles (HST). I used triangle paper and 
trimmed down squares using Creative Grids ruler. Martha likes to use a Add A Quarter ruler to mark 
blocks. I pressed all my seams open.  
 
Remember to press carefully as small blocks are easy to distort. Sometimes it's best to dry iron when 
piecing and use Best Press and steam on finished block.  
Block 10 - This block provides a great opportunity to fussy cut your center block. Use a note card with a 
2" square cut out of the center to audition the fabric before cutting. Use your 2 1/2" ruler to cut. I used my 
Sewline marking pencil to draw my diagonal lines on back of squares. I pressed my seams toward my 
print fabric.  
 
Block 11 was another learning experience as corner units were challenging and again flying geese. I 
found a piecing tip but to hard to describe in an email. Come in to store if you need a little help. You also 
have another opportunity to fussy cut. Best Press was definitely my friend with this block.  



 
Block 12 is more flying geese. We will have plenty of practice before making the 132 geese in the layout 
pattern. This is the same piecing as block 8 but more geese and smaller. I choose to press my seams 
open. Remember to press carefully as small blocks are easy to distort.  
Block 13 has more small pieces but we are getting use to this now. Flying geese again but practice 
makes perfect. My seams are pressed to the side except for the last two which I pressed open to reduce 
bulk.  
 
Block 14 requires more accurate piecing. I'm trying so hard not to lose my points. When making this 
block I don't cut away my back fabric after sewing on 1 1/2" squares until after I press fabric back. I think it 
helps to keep the block square or to size when pressing. Sewing slightly to the right of the sewing line 
helps to give you more fabric to press back and makes up for the room of the thread. I love Aurifil for this 
reason as it is so fine it takes up less space in your seams. Again I pressed all seams to the side except 
last two seams I pressed open.  
 
Block 15 is finally another block without any flying geese. I love the Bernina foot #97D for piecing 
accuracy. 97D is a great 1/4" foot that rarely comes off the machine. I pressed all my seams to the side 
on this block. Remember to be consistent with rulers as marking lines do differ from brand to brand. I like 
my Creative Grids 6 1/2" square ruler to square up finished blocks.  
 
Block 16 - Here we go again more Flying Geese. There are so many methods to piece flying geese. I 
used the stitch and flip method this time. I pieced with Aurifil thread and used my Best Press. My fabric 
had a lot of stretch and it's not my best center intersection. I may have to fix this seam. I tell myself "it's 
ok" then the more I think about it I know I will go back and fix it. Maybe I am just a "little" bit of a 
perfectionist.  
 
Block 17 - If you look close you will notice I have not done my appliqué stitches yet. The holiday season 
is keeping me busy. I haven't seen Martha this week and I don't have a picture of her blocks. I'm sure she 
has her blocks done and we will include a picture next week. I used my favorite fusible Soft Fuse. It's is so 
light weight and does not make your appliqué stiff. I plan to stitch my blanket stitch with Aurifil thread.  
 
Block 18 - I was ready to piece an easier block. This block has four half square triangles and 2" squares. 
The two color options for this block give you two different looks. Color placement can really change the 
look of your block. I pressed my seams toward my darker color.  
 
Don't forget to change your machine needle often not just when it breaks. A new needle can help with 
accurate piecing and tension. We also want to remind you that we have 10" and 5" squares available to 
purchase individually. If you are making a scrappy sampler like I am it's a great way to buy a variety of 
patterns and colors.  
 
Block 19 - We have already made this corner unit on block 11. I am hoping it will be easier this time. 
More flying geese that should be perfect by now. I will press all my seams toward my darker fabric and 
press my final two seams used to put rows together open. Color placement can really change the look of 
this block.  
 
Block 20 - With this block we are making 16 half square triangles. Remember to press your seam to 
darker fabric and to square up your blocks to 1 1/2" square before assembling block. If not your block will 
end up to big and there is no way to trim when finished without losing block points. I will be pressing all 
my seams to the side.  
 
Block 21 - This will be the easiest block of the three this week. Eight blocks that look the same but 
remember to make four at each angle. Ask me how I know, I made all 8 the same way and could not lay 
out into zig zag pattern. I will press my seams on four toward light and four toward dark. This way my 
seams will nest when sewing blocks together. As always Best Press on all blocks.  
 
Block 22 - This blocks has 24 pieces. Accuracy is key for success of this block. If you are off just a little 



on so many pieces your block will be off. To prevent this I cut my 20 pieces a little larger, 1 5/8" instead of 
1 1/2". After making the four patch I trimmed down to 2 1/2". I love my Creative Grids perfect sized rulers. 
I pressed most seams to the side. Don't stress but this was the easiest block this week.  
 
Block 23 - This is our third time constructing this corner. I guess I'm getting better at it. This is another 
block that color can really change the look of the block. This block also takes on a completely different 
look when it is set on point. Best Press was my best friend with the blocks this week. So many small 
pieces that can distort when pressed. I'm amazed my blocks are close to 6 1/2" this week. I pressed all 
my seams to the side on this block.  
 
Block 24 - This has been my most challenging block and not just sewing the block. First I cut out almost 
all my pieces in yellow and didn't have enough fabric. Once I cut out the pieces in another fabric I got 
carried away making flying geese. I should have only made 4 flying geese blocks but didn't realize this 
until I had completed 8. Back to cutting out more pieces. Did I mention that this 6 1/2" block has 45 
pieces. Yes I said 45 pieces. So be careful and pay attention. It's a hard block. Press carefully and use 
lots of Best Press. Who knows what way I pressed my seams, it looks like some to the side and some 
open. Good Luck your going to need it.  
Block 25 - By now we should all be able to do flying geese in our sleep. This is another great block to 
change up by changing color and value placement. It's also a block that takes on a totally different look by 
putting it on point. I like to press my seams to the side or up on the flying geese. I find this help me to see 
where my seam needs to be for points. I hate to have my points cut off and need to rip seams. A lot of 
bulk again so use the Best Press.  
 
Block 26 - Only four half square triangles and five 2 1/2" squares, I love an easy block. After last weeks 
45 piece block I'm all about easy this week. Remember to always give a quick press and set your seams 
before pressing seams to the side or open. When I press my seams to the side I like to press from the 
front of the block. I find if I try pressing from the back side I sometimes create a small pleat on the front.  
 
Block 27 - Eight more flying geese. I have used the same piecing method every time but maybe I should 
get out my flying geese ruler and change it up a little. I plan to press all seams to the side on this block.  
Block 28 - Can you believe this block does not have any flying geese. I did find an error in my cutting 
instructions. For the background fabric you need 4 - 2" squares instead of 2. I pressed all my seams 
toward my darker fabric. This helped to nest seams in block construction.  
 
Block 29 - Another easy to piece block. I am almost out of my white polka dot background fabric but 
happy to know it lasted to the end. This block would make a great quilt on its own. Many of the blocks 
could be used alone or in combination with a few others to make a quilt or runner. This block I pressed 
my seams open and a final press with Best Press.  
 
Block 30 - The final block! I don't do a lot of appliqué so I always practice my stitch and set my stitch size 
on some scrap fabric. Such small pieces so I set my stitches small. I love my Bernina for appliqué. As 
always I used my favorite fusible, Soft Fuse. I used a piece of tear away stabilizer on the back to keep my 
stitches flat.  
 
Now that you will be finished with blocks next week we should be posting the finishing layout. Don't be 
sad that you are done making flying geese because you have many more to go. I warned you that the 
final layout has 132 flying geese. I haven't decided if I will make geese or just use a nice fabric for my 
narrow border. Who am I kidding, I will find a nice fabric to replace 132 flying geese.  
  
  
  
  

 


