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Dear Quilters,  

   It seems like yesterday that Carol and I were driving around Florida visiting quilt shops...getting 

ideas to open Quilts on Plum Lane.  That was 12 years ago!  It is true, time flies.  I don't know where 

the time has gone, but I am grateful for meeting all of you.  Throughout these years I have noted 

what kind and caring people quilters are.  Did I forget to mention what good cooks?  Thank you all 

for your support and keep those recipes coming! 

I have some resolutions for the New Year!   

1. I will eat healthier and exercise more.  (Yeah Right!  we will see)   

2. I will finish 2 quilts before buying more fabric and the ones for the shop DON'T COUNT.  I did 

make some quilts from my stash this year.  I am pleased to see the shelves less bulging (but 

they aren't even close to empty). 

3. I will stop and enjoy the world around me a little more often.  Having lost my granddaughter 

this summer has taught me some lessons. 

    Never forget to tell your loved ones how important they are to you 

Hug more often and laugh when you can. 

Take time to do some of those things you have dreamed of doing and appreciate the 

journey.  When I visit museums, take hikes in the woods or the beach, I always come 

back with new ideas that make my quilts sparkle.   

   Come visit us and show us your quilts this year.  We love Show and Tell! 



   We have the Citrus Challenge quilt show coming in January.  And coming in February we have 

The Flamingo on the Fly Strip and Stroll Shop Hop and the Farm Festival and Quilt Show at the 

Pioneer Museum.  Check in the newsletter for further details.   

   We will also have a "sew‐in" for Pillow cases during the month of March.  We will email you with 

more information as the time gets closer. 

   Aunt Philly will be here Monday February 8.  She will be teaching out at our Pioneer Museum. 

 Call the store to sign up.  You can make a beautiful rug in no time flat. 

   Now back to my resolutions! 

4.  I am going to finish one more quilt for the shop before Christmas and then I will start on 

some that are calling me back to my sewing room.  

   When you come in the shop, ask me how I'm doing ‐ but watch out because I may do the same. 

Love and Warmest of Wishes for a Happy 2016 

Donna     

Carol's Corner 

  
Hi Ya'll, 

  

     I came home from work tonight excited to have the house to myself for a change (hubby is 

hunting for a few days).  I changed into comfy clothes, ate my idea of dinner and headed for the 

sewing room anticipating several hours of just having FUN!  I walked in, looked around and walked 

out. WHAT IS WRONG!!!  It's cleaned up, stuff is put away so that's not the problem.  The problem is 

"overwhelm‐ed‐ness".  I don't think there's even such a word but I'm sure you get the jist.  I have so 

much to do and so much I want to do I don't even know where to start.  Should I pull out a UFO?  

Start something new?  Maybe I should get the bindings ready for the two tops that went to the 

quilter this morning.  That might work.  I'll be ahead of the game for a change provided those pesky 

gremlins that insist on living in my sewing room don't hide them from me again.   No...that doesn't 

appeal at the moment.  Maybe I'll wash some fabric‐it's always a good idea to be prepared.  Yes! 

One load is in the wash and the second is ready to go.  Now what?  I don't have a clue.  I'm watching 

a sappy movie and wasting all this delicious me time! 

     I hate when this happens!  It's such a waste.  It's like having a bad cold.  There's not much you can 

do about it but hope you get over it sooner than later.  We all have these moments or hours or days 

even when nothing seems to speak to us and we know it will eventually pass.  Meanwhile I'll wander 

around the house looking for the spark to get me motivated again. 

     Could be I'm having a slight case of "burn out".  My sister was visiting for a week recently and we 

had a sewing marathon.  It's amazing what two women on a mission can cram into a week! We 

shopped for and completed two tops, started two baby rag quilts (which I finished after she left), 

worked on hexies, bought for another quilt which she took home plus squeezed in some shopping.  

We ate a lot of great food and I finally learned to make ribs.  They were fabulous!  (The secret's in 

the rub.  Who knew?)  It was a wonderful week and it went by way too fast.  We're already planning 

our next get together.  You can bet lots of sewing will be involved! 



     A short update on Maxine (my cat).  She's doing great, has settled in and is training us well.  Her 

winter coat is beautiful.  Her solid black is dusted with gray around her sides and "britches" and she's 

twice the size she was when we took her in back in June.  She still won't sit in our laps but I've 

decided that's not necessarily a bad thing.  I've had pets in the past that were real cuddle bugs, great 

until you're trying to do something.  Our only issue is she's become an escape artist.  If we don't 

watch her, when we open the door she's gone like a shot.  Have you ever tried to find a black cat 

who doesn't want to be found in the pitch dark?  It can make one say some of those words... 

     Well, thanks for listening to my "ho hums".  It's really helped.  I think I'll fold my two loads of 

fabric, finish watching this silly movie then do something constructive.  The bathroom needs 

cleaning. 

     My best to all of you.  Let me know if you have a magic answer to "the slump".  Meanwhile, I'm 

                                                                                          

                                                                                              Still Happily Stitch' (soon I hope!) 

                                                                                              Carol 

 UPCOMING CLASSES 

TEACHER:  RHONDA BINGHAM 

YELLOW BRICK ROAD 

 
  

Friday:  January 15          10:00 ‐ 4:00  

Fee:       $35                           1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

This versatile pattern has never gone out of style.  Choose your fat quarters and simply come to 

class.  A great class for a beginner with basic rotary cutting and sewing. 

CLASS PREVIEW  

SATURDAY JANUARY 2, 2016 

10:00 ‐ 12:00 

  

Come meet the teachers and see what new and exciting projects and techniques they have planned for 

the upcoming year. 

  

RECEIVE A 20% DISCOUNT ON CLASS SUPPLIES ONLY, with your paid registration. 



 

CATHEDRAL WINDOW 

 
  

Friday:  January 22          10:00 ‐ 4:00  

Fee:       $35                           1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

This time‐honored technique is fast and easy done on the sewing machine.  Start small with a pillow 

or table runner or make a quilt of any size.  Coordinate your window fabric or make it scrappy ‐ 

anything goes!  

BEGINNING MACHINE PIECING 

 
  

Fridays 

February 12, 19, 26 & March 4,11 & 18 

The first class:            9:30‐1:30  All others: 9:30‐1:00 

Fee: $65                                                            6 Sessions 

Sewing Machine Required 

If you've ever wished you could make those beautiful quilts you've seen in magazines or on 

television, this class will make that dream come true. Learn basic to intermediate skills. Even if 

you've been quilting for a while, this class will help you iron out those annoying little problems. 

Come join the fun & see just how wonderful quilting can be! 

 

 



TEACHER:  CAROL BRADSHAW 

OB‐LA‐DI 

 

Wednesday:  January 20         10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Wednesday:  April 6                 10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:   $35                                       1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

This is my new "go to" for a fast gift.  It's fun in any colors and would work up nicely in flannel.  We'll 

make three different block sets and set them with sashing for a scrappy finish.  Easy beginner 

project.     

  

  

 

ENGLISH PAPER PIECING HEXIES 

 
  

Wednesday:  January 27           10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Wednesday:  March 23             10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:  $35                                           1 Session 

English paper piecing is a very old technique that's enjoying a comeback.  It's a great project for hand 

stitchers or to "take along".  You'll learn how to cut and sew the Hexies with instruction in fussy 

cutting, so you can create some unique designs.  Not into the traditional look?  Think out of the box 

and create a design that's all your own.  Or bring it into today using more modern looking fabrics.   

 



RATTLESNAKE 

 
  

Wednesday:  February 3 & 17           10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:  $45                                                   2 Sessions 

Sewing Machine Required 

Don't let the name scare you off!  This pattern has big chunky "rattles" (or teeth) that are 

paperpieced.  This section becomes a melon shape, adding a background fabric to each side creates 

a square.  Piece your squares together into a unique quilt.  Coordinate your fabrics or use up some 

of your scraps.   

 

MORNING MELODY BARGELLO 

 
  

Wednesday:  March 2 & 16           10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:  $45                                               2 Sessions 

Sewing Machine Required 

This quilt really makes a statement!  The colors swirl across the quilt in a traditional bargello design.  

If you've been hesitant to try a bargello because of the complexity, this could be the one for you!  

Easy enough for a confident beginner.     

 

 



 

TEACHER:  CHONG KROPIK 

MACHINE QUILTING I 

Thursday:  January 28             10:00 ‐ 2:00 

Thursday:  March 24                10:00 ‐ 2:00 

Fee:     $25                                 1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

This hands‐on class will give you the confidence you need to complete those unfinished projects. 

Instruction in free motion quilting, using the walking foot, batting, thread, etc. 

 

MACHINE QUILTING II 

Tuesday:  February 23                10:00 ‐ 2:00 

Fee:     $25                                         1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

This is a class for you if you'd like to improve your machine quilting skills.  Prior to class you'll make a 

small table runner (instructions will be on supply list) .  Bring it to class and learn how to embellish 

the squares; triangles and borders, etc.  This class is NOT for beginners and you must have prior 

machine quilting experience or have taken Chong's original class.    

 

TEACHER:  DIANE LACOMBE 

BLOOMING NINE PATCH 

 
  

Thursday:  February 4 & 18           10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:      $45                                         2 Sessions  

Sewing Machine Required 

THIS IS FOR INTERMEDIATES OR ABOVE 

Have you been looking for a design for that "special" quilt that you've been wanting to make?  This 

beautiful quilt is probably what you're looking for!  Taken from the book "Traditions with a Twist" by 

Blanche Young and Dalene Young Stone,  the Blooming Nine Patch blends 8 to 12 fabrics depending 

on the size you want ‐ giving the beholder the illusion of a flowing garden or a water color quilt.  You 

too can make this fabulous quilt.  Your family and friends will be impressed with your talent!     

 



BQ3  

 
   

Saturday:  January 9                        10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Monday:  March 7                           10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:   $35                                               1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

   

You can make this quilt top in a day!  Just pick out a wonderful print and three coordinating fabrics.  

You can make a wall hanging, throw or bed quilt!  It's totally up to you.  This is the perfect quilt for 

the beginner who has basic rotary cutting skills!   My sample is featured with borders but you don't 

need them. 

TEACHER:  DONNA LILLIBRIDGE 

ZIPPITY QUICK QUILT 

 
   

Thursday:  January 14                   10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Saturday:  January 16                    10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:  $35                           1 Session 

 Sewing Machine Required 

Do you find yourself pressed for time to make a quilt for a special baby?  You can whip this one up 

quickly and quilt it yourself.   

 

FAT TUESDAY 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 9 

9:00 ‐ 7:00 PM 

All Fat Quarters $2.00 

 



DESIGNING WITH PANELS 

 
   

Tuesday:  January 19                     10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Tuesday:  February 16                   10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:   $25                                              1 Session 

 Sewing Machine Required 

What are you going to do with that panel you just bought?  You thought it was gorgeous but then it 

sits in on a shelf of your sewing room because its too beautiful to cut up. If this happens to you, this 

class is for you!     

 

TOOTHBRUSH RUG  

 
   

Tuesday:  March 1                  10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Tuesday:  March 8                  10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Saturday:  March 12               10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:   $35                                     1 Session 

  

Do you have extra fabric lying around?  Join in the funof making your own braided rug that you can 

throw in the washer and dryer!  

 

30% OFF STOREWIDE SALE** 

Saturday March 26  9:00 am ‐ 7:00 pm 
**Sale and Consignment items are exempt 

 



TEACHER:  DARLENE LOESCH 

TUFFET  

 
   

Saturday:  February 13          10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Monday:  February 29           10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:   $35                                     1 Session 

  

Get on the tuffet band wagon!  These are so addictive that you will have to make more than one. 

Once your friends and family see them they will want one too.  These tuffet "stools" take only 8 FQ's 

to make the wedges and are so easy you just won't believe it.  At the end of class you will be going 

home with it all done!  Yes, all done! 

 

TILE QUILT REVIVAL 

 
   

Thursday:  February 25          10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:   $30                                       1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

Lots of designers are doing Broderie Perse these days but we are going to do another version from 

the late 1800's.  This style quilt is also thought of as a precursor to the fancy crazy quilts.  It's an 

applique quilt that leaves spaces (grout) between pieces which then looks like tiles.  During class we 

are going to explore drawing our own tile blocks using various items and experimenting with our 

fabric choices.   

 



PROFESSIONAL TOTE 

 
   

Saturday:  March 19           10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:   $30                                   1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

The pattern description is "it has all the pockets and compartments needed for today's 

"professional" women".  Whether you work in an office or not, this tote has it all.  Going to work, or 

a trip, classes and retreats or just holding sewing projects, this is the last tote you will need to make.  

Unless someone else sees it and you will have to make them one too!  It has a great travel strap that 

will fit over the handle of a suitcase or sewing machine tote.  It has more pockets inside and out to 

hold everything from patterns, passports, airplane tickets, water bottles and keys.  Also an optional 

compartment to hold your tablet.     

TEACHER:  SANDI MORGAN 

CRISS CROSS PLACEMENTS 

  
Thursday:  January 21                    10:00 ‐ 3:00 Saturday:  

March 5                         10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee: $25.00                                              1 session 

Sewing Machine Required 

This is a fun and simple technique to make placemats for yourself or for giving. These are woven 

from 2 1/2 inch strips and fusible fleece.  The weight is perfect for protecting your table.  Pattern 

also gives instructions for a table runner, table mat or rug. 

 

 



TEACHER:  MARLYN MOREY 

BEGINNING NEEDLETURN APPLIQUE 

 
Monday:  January 25      10:00‐3:00 

Fee:       $35                        1 Session  

Learn the secrets to successful needle‐turn applique.  We will start at the very beginning choosing 

fabrics and tools.  Using a traditional "Oak Leaf and Reel" pattern provided by your teacher, you will 

learn the applique stitch, how to make an applique overlay, how to prepare your background fabric 

and how to make the freezer paper templates.  This class is designed to teach you most of the hand 

applique techniques so you can apply them to your future projects.   

STRIP PIECED PINEAPPLE RUNNER OR QUILT 

 
   

Monday:   February 22              10:00‐3:00 

Fee:            $35                               1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

Using Eleanor Burns "Pineapple Quilt" directions, students will use fabric strips & square up rulers to 

create pineapple quilt blocks.  Students may choose to make 3 blocks to create a runner or they may 

choose to make a larger project.  Selecting your fabric is part of the challenge for this project.  The 

staff at "Quilts on Plum Lane"  will be glad to assist you.  This project is suggested for intermediate 

quilters or confident beginner quilters.   

Be a Quilts on Plum Lane Bag Lady! 

 On the 3rd Saturday of each month, come shopping with your Quilts on Plum Lane Bag and you 

will be able to take advantage of Surprise Specials.   For example come in Saturday January 17th 

and see what is on sale just for you!  You will find it is cool to be a Bag Lady.   If you happen to 

come in on that day and you don't have a bag yet,  DON'T FRET you can buy it that day and take 

advantage of the bargain!   Cost for the bag is $14.99 



HOPSCOTCH MEDALLION QUILT 

 
   

Monday:   March 14                  10:00‐3:00 

Fee:            $35                               1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

 "Hopscotch Medallion Quilt" designed by Kim Diehl.  Quilts on Plum Lane has pattern & also has a 

limited number of kits for this project.  Project has a center applique block with a whig rose 

surrounded by pomegranates.  The borders are flying geese units that finishes  28 1/2" square. We 

will reinforce needle‐turn applique techniques learned in beginning needle‐turn & work with sharper 

points & tighter curves.  Teacher will also address any problem areas with each student. 

TEACHER:  SARA ROSS 

HAZEL HEDGEHOG 

 

Thursday:  February 11                    10:00 ‐ 3:00  

Thursday:  March 10                        10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Fee:     $35                              1 Session 

Sewing Machine Required 

Hazel is a whimsical, cute quilt your child, grandchild or great‐grandchild will love.  Pick your favorite 

colors and designs for Hazel.  Polka‐dots, stripes, florals, pastels, brights all work together to make a 

fun quilt.  Join the fun.  

 

 

 

 



TEACHER:  JACKIE THACKERY 

BRAZILIAN EMBROIDERY 

Summer Bouquet 

 

Saturday:  February 20      10:00 ‐ 3:00 

Saturday:  February 27      10:00 ‐ 1:00 

Fee:  $35                                   2 Session 

   

This beginner/intermediate Brazilian embroidery design comes with a 6 page basic stitch instruction 

booklet as well as design instructions.  The basic Brazilian embroidery stitches are all included in this 

piece which fits a 5" x 7" mat or frame.     

 

TRUNK SHOW AND TALK 

BRENDA GRAMPSAS, AQS CERTIFIED QUILT APPRAISER 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 23  ‐ 10:00AM 

LECTURE FEE: $5.00 

                                                                                                   

 
   

"RUBBA DUB, DUB:  Should my quilt go into the tub?" 

  

Brenda Grampsas, AQS Certified Appraiser of Quilted Textiles, will present this Lecture/Trunk Show 

about the Care & Laundering of Quilts. Should you wet wash a quilt?  Sometimes the answer is "NO".  

The answer can also be "YES"!  Brenda has had success laundering quilts using some rather 

unconventional methods.  Come and hear the ins and outs of getting stains and spots out of your 

quilts.   Learn how to store and care for your quilts.  

  

Brenda will be available to do written appraisals of your new, vintage & antique quilts.  Fee: 

$45.00 per quilt 

Don't need a written appraisal but do want to know more about your quilt?  Brenda will be doing 

Verbal Evaluations.  Fee: $20.00 per quilt or quilt top or set of quilt blocks. 

 



Please note: Fee is due at time of inspection.   Completed appraisals are mailed to you within a week 

of inspection. 

  

Call the Shop to be scheduled for a written appraisal or verbal evaluation on that day following the 

lecture.                                                                                           

TAMPA BAY SHOP HOP 

FLAMINGO ON THE FLY STRIP AND STROLL ** 

Find "Frankie" the flamingo February 1st ‐ 29, 2016 

**follow the link above for all the details 

Aunt Philly and her Toothbrush Rugs 

Pioneer Museum, Dade City 

 February 6 ‐ 8, 2016 

Aunt Philly will be at the Pioneer Museum during the Farm Festival and Quilt Show vending her 

wonderful creations on Saturday and Sunday February 6 & 7, 2016.   

TOOTHBRUSH RUG CLASS at the Museum: 

Monday February 8:  9:30 to 1:00  OR  1:30 to 5:00 

Class Fee:  $35 

 

BLOCKS OF THE MONTH  

 

Amish with a Twist, Series III:  Best of Friends 

This new block of the month is gorgeous.  As you can see two versions of the quilt are pictured.  

With this 10 month program you will have the option to make either design.  The cost is $22.95 per 

month.  If you are interested in this quilt please call the shop for details.   

 



 
BOUQUETS FOR A NEW DAY 

 If you enjoy applique this is the quilt for you.   Bouquets for a New Day is on‐going, so you can join 

any time.  This is a 12 month project at a cost of $24.95 per month which includes the pattern and all 

the fabric to complete the top. 

 

 

 

DADE CITY SPECIAL EVENTS 

Farmer's Market ‐ Hibiscus Park First Saturday of each month 

Classic Car Show ‐ Downtown First Saturday of each month 

Farm Festival and Quilt Show 

Pioneer Museum 

February 6 & 7 

  

SPECIAL SHOP ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Sales and Special Days 

 

Friday January 1st Closed 

Saturday January 2  10:00 ‐ 12:00 Class Preview 

Saturday January 23  10:00 Brenda Grampsas Lecture and appraisals 

Monday February 8  Toothbrush Rug Class ‐ Pioneer Museum  

Tuesday February 9  9:00 ‐ 7:00 Fat Tuesday 

3rd Saturday of the month Plum Lane Bag Lady Day 

Saturday March 26  9:00 ‐ 7:00 30% Storewide Sale 


