[image: image1.wmf]
Welcome to 

Morning Star Quilts

43 Pearson Road

Paradise, CA 95969

(530) 876-3243

www.morningstarquilters.com
Merry Christmas,

Amid all the hustle and bustle of the holiday season there is still time for planning and reflection of the year that is about to end. Our schedule for the year 2012 is rapidly filling. Of course that is a good thing but wow, busy, busy, busy.  The year 2011 has been a tough year but we survived both professionally and personally. The store continues to be a dream come true for Jen and I. I feel so blessed to have the privilege of working with my daughter everyday. We have so much fun together and I believe we keep each other balanced. I know she keeps my brain overload in check, and she brings some youth to my forgetfulness, in other words more mega bytes for my brain. 

Many of you have been asking how Mark is doing.  He is doing great and continues to help at the store when we need him and of course when he is at the store he loves taking care of his girls. We will be doing a lot of shows on the road this coming year. At the end of Jan. we will be heading to Phoenix for a big show and a visit with our son and daughter-in-law. Kelly is going to help a little with the show. It's always a plus to get to see our kids.

We have a lot of great fabric ordered for you. Michael Miller has some fabulous new lines coming as well as Moda, Robert Kaufman, Hoffman, Shannon, Anna Griffith, In the Beginning, Maywood, Benartex, Andover and Henry Glass. We are expanding our wool and embroidery section daily. I spend many hours searching the web for new embroidery patterns (this is when I should be sleeping). If you see any great new designs let us know. We ordered some new Minkie and Minkie kits, oh so soft!

You have been asking about our block of the month that should have started months ago. The quilt is almost done. When Mark was diagnosed with cancer again I only had one border to go and then quilt it. Well I have had a mental block with the quilt. We will be doing it for a BOM in September.  We are starting an embroidery BOM in Jan. I will be starting a Farmer’s Wife club in Jan. There is more information on these clubs in our class schedule.  Cindy Needham, Don Linn, Linda Ballard, Maryann Cooper, Jen, Laurie, Donna Greenwald and Marsha are our lineup of teachers. Please see the attached class schedule.

We pray you all have a very blessed holiday season! You have been awesome customers and friends, we couldn't ask for better. When I wake up each morning I always think it's my choice what this day will be like, I choose to smile and care no matter what adversity or blessing comes my way. So smile, be positive not negative, and put others ahead of yourself, it's much easier and oh so much better for all. I know I'm never alone and I've been equipped to handle anything leaning and depending on the grace and mercy of Jesus. So smile, care, and love those who come your way. Jesus is the reason for the season!

God Bless and Merry Christmas,

Marsha
 “Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful thing.”      Mother Teresa

January – April 2012
**Morning Star Quilts Class Policy***

Class sign ups will only be accepted when accompanied by full payment.  You may register at the shop or by phone.  You will be given a supply list at the time of registration.  A ONE TIME 20% discount will be given for class material with your paid registration.  Store credit will be given if you notify the store of your need to cancel at least (5) five days prior to the scheduled class date.  No refunds or credits will be given if the 5-day notice requirement is not met.  If Morning Star Quilts must cancel a class, we will issue a full refund.
EMBROIDERY BLOCK OF THE MONTH/ CLUB

Jen and Ronda have been busy stitchin it up to bring you are first ever embroidery block of the month.  The pattern is an adorable Christmas Quilt that will be done for next Christmas.  We will be starting our stitching in January and you will be able to decide if you want to do Redwork or kick it up with colored floss.  If you are interested please call us to add your name to the list.  The club will meet one evening a month and we will pass out the next month’s pattern and stitch together for a while.  If you do not wish to do the Block of the Month but want to come and stitch with us please let us know.  Any level is welcome, as we will be teaching as we go.

Our first meeting will be Monday, Jan. 16th.  Our regular scheduled day will be the second Monday of the Month

Date: Second Monday of the Month

Cost: Free

Taught by: Ronda and Jen
THE FARMER’S WIFE CLUB

I am sure many of you have heard of "The Farmer’s Wife Sampler Quilt" by Laurie Aaron Hird. I first encountered Laurie Hird and her book at spring market in 2010.  It's a book of letter excerpts & quilt blocks.  

At this time there are many groups of quilters challenging each other to make these blocks which are the foundation and history of our craft"

Since I was physically and mentally unable to start our block of the month club I have decided to start a Farmer’s Wife Quilt Club. We will be meeting at 9:00 am on the first Saturday of the month. Our first meeting will be Jan. 7 at Morning Star 9:00 am. Please call and let us know if you are interested. You will be choosing your own color way to make your blocks. There is no fee to the club if you purchase The Farmer's Wife book from Morning Star Quilts. Our first meeting will be a very informational meeting. We will be looking at different color ways and options for your quilts. I plan on making my blocks out of Japanese taupe’s utilizing my scraps and adding in new, as I need to. I have seen the blocks made from Kaffe, Batiks, Brights, Civil war, Japanese taupes and many more. So I hope you are ready to discover The Farmers Wife. Call or email Marsha with questions.
Date: First Saturday of the Month

Cost: Free

Taught by: Marsha Haunschild
SEW DAY WITH CINDY

Enjoy a workday for returning students.  Come spend the day with Cindy, marking, basting, or quilting your unfinished tops.
Dates: Jan 28, Feb 18, Mar 17

Times: 10-4

Cost: $10.00
Taught by: Cindy Needham

FREE SEW DAY

Want to get away for a day and play with your friends?  What a perfect way to do it.  Come and enjoy our classroom, bring your lunch and spend a day of no interruptions from husbands, kids, or ringing phones. It is the perfect opportunity to finish those UFO's. You must call to sign up or check availability.
Date: Dec. 15, 29, Jan. 3, 12, 19, 26, Feb. 2, 24   

Time: 10 - 4 pm 

Cost: FREE
No Instructor
DONNA’S SEW DAYS

Have you taken a Donna Greenwald class that you need to finish or just want some extra help? These are the perfect days for you.
Date: Jan. 9, 10, 17, Feb. 6, 7, April 12, 13
Time: 10 - 4 pm. 

Cost: $10.00 

Taught By: Donna Greenwald
SPICY SPIRAL TABLE RUNNER (Beg. +)

So very different and unique this wonderful project will "spice" up the conversation at your table. Pick 8 fat quarters in different color ranges and values, prints or batiks.  MaryAnn will show you that curves are not scary.
Date: Monday, Jan. 16 

Time: 10 – 3:30 pm. 

Cost: $35.00 plus pattern & supplies

Taught by: MaryAnn Cooper
LO –LO (Beginner)

Have you wanted to learn how to quilt?  This is the class for you.  Join Jen as she teaches you the steps to making your very own beautiful quilt.  Jen will teach you how to cut, piece and put on your borders.  This quilt is also a perfect quilt for all of you gals that are making community quilts.

Date: Tuesday, Jan. 17 & 24
Time: 5:30 – 8:30 
Cost: $35.00 plus pattern and supplies 

Taught by: Jen Van Iderstine
PIECES FROM THE PAST (Beginner +)

A new pattern that offers you a chance to use those fat quarters you've been saving or wanting to purchase. There are fun techniques to the piecing along with options for designing your block pattern (I'll give you 5 options). Along with the blocks, you'll learn about sashing and pieced borders. A great class will be had by all... stop in for a look.
Date: Friday, Jan. 20
Time: 10 - 4 pm.

Cost: $35.00 pattern included
Taught by: Linda Ballard
WOVEN FUSIBLE BACKGROUND 

This class explains and demonstrates constructing a background that's interesting without detracting from the subject of your wall hanging. The entire background, inner, and outer border are fused. I have used this technique with many of my art quilts, but designed this specifically for the Elegant Iris, and introduction to fusible appliqué and thread painting.
Date: Tuesday, Jan. 31
Time: 10:00 – 4:00 pm.  

Cost: $25.00 plus supplies
Taught by: Donna Greenwald
ELEGANT IRIS (Beginner)

This class is an introduction to fusible appliqué, thread painting, and embellishment. You will learn to construct the flower and leaves, and to use tulle and my inks and markers to practice shading the petals. You will be instructed through demonstration how to thread paint each petal and leaf using the free motion or darning foot attachment for your machine. An additional class will be offered, for those interested, in constructing the woven and fused background I used in my example.
Date: Thursday, Feb. 9,16, & 23
Time: 10:00 – 4 pm.  

Cost: $60.00 plus supplies
Taught by: Donna Greenwald
FREE MOTION QUILTING (Beginner)

This is a one-day class, which will take you from doing free-motion doodling to complicated heirloom feathers during the course of the class. No experience is required, just a willingness to learn and have fun. Students will be required to mark designs on a piece of muslin before class. The design pattern is part of the class fee. Lots of tips and individual attention is given. Don has taught hundreds of people to machine quilt with a tremendous success rate. His book "free-motion Machine Quilting" is recommended, but not required for the class. 

Date: Friday, Feb. 10
Time: 10 - 4 pm. 

Cost: $45.00 

Taught by: Don Linn
HAND QUILTING (Beginner)
Have you always wanted to quilt by hand? Let me take you step by step through the process. We'll learn how to mark a pattern and baste our project. Then I'll show you how to get those even stitches without a machine. I'll explain what to look for in needles, thimbles, batts, fabric, etc in order to make your hand quilting experience a success. We should have ample time to practice, ask questions, and have fun.
Date: Saturday, Feb. 11
Time: 10 - 3:30 pm. 

Cost: $35.00 plus $4.00 material fee 

Taught by: Elizabeth Brown
FREEZER PAPER APPLIQUE (Beginner)

Have you ever wanted to learn Freezer Paper Appliqué? This is the class for you. Marsha will take you step by step from notions to stitching. Marsha will also teach you different options for making stems. All levels welcome.
Date: Monday & Tuesday, Feb. 13 & 14
Time: 10 - 4 pm. 

Cost: $35.00 plus pattern and supplies

Taught by: Marsha Haunschild
BEGINNING PAPER PIECING (Beginner)

Do you want to dress up your table?  Join Jen as she teaches you paper piecing to create this beautiful table runner.  You will learn that foundation paper piecing is not as hard as you think. 
Date: Friday, Feb. 17
Time: 10 - 4

Cost: $35.00 plus pattern and supplies
Taught by: Jen Van Iderstine
FRENCH BRAID  (Beginner +)

This class is a fun and easy - yes an easy way to put your beautiful fabrics together to make a stunning quilt.  Let Laurie teach you this special technique to construct your braid quickly.  You will be delighted in the results of this fast and easy construction method.

Date: Tuesday, Feb. 28
Time: 10 - 4 pm. 

Cost: $35.00 plus book and supplies

Taught by: Laurie Knifong
ADVANCED DESIGN (Advanced)

Join Donna as she walks you through the steps of a beautiful design. Must have taken Donna’s beginner class.
Date: Thursday, March 1,15,22 & April 5
Time: 10:00 – 4 pm.  

Cost: $80.00 plus supplies
Taught by: Donna Greenwald
FIESTA (Beginner +)

Fiesta is a great paper pieced quilt. Jen will teach you how to paper piece and do your curved seams with ease. Some pre cutting is required.
Date: Tuesday, March 6, 13
Time: 10:00 – 4 pm.  

Cost: $50.00 plus pattern & supplies
Taught by: Jen Van Iderstine
STARS OVER ST. LOUIS (Beginner + to Advanced)

The quilt consists of two blocks. One with stars and chains, and the second one is for the most part of solid block with some corner piecing. What makes this quilt so stunning is the way the solid block changes color depending on where it falls in the quilt. This is a very exciting one to piece, a very dramatic looking quilt. This comes in several sizes. 

Date: Thursday, March 8
Time: 10:00 – 4 pm.  

Cost: $35.00 plus supplies
Taught by: Linda Ballard
BEGINNING MACHINE QUILTING

Learn the basics of machine quilting in a fun and informative day. Cindy will teach you all about setting up your workspace, tools, basting techniques, battings and threads during her morning lecture. The afternoon workshop is hands-on with your machine as you learn free motion skills.
Dates: Thursday, March 16
Time: 10 – 4 pm.
Cost: $35.00 plus supplies
Taught by: Cindy Needham
CURVED SEAMS (Beginner)

Let's learn an easy way to piece a curved seam ACCURATELY. These blocks go together quickly with a stunning overall effect.
Dates: Monday, March 19
Time: 10 – 4 pm.
Cost: $35.00 plus pattern and supplies
Taught by: Elizabeth Brown
BEGINNING NINE PATCH (Beginner)

This is a fun and exciting quilt to learn the techniques of putting together nine patches. Rotary cutting, pressing, piecing, borders and binding will be taught.
Dates: Tuesday March 20 & April 3
Time: 10 – 4 pm.
Cost: $35.00 plus supplies
Taught by: Laurie Knifong
HAND QUILTING SEW DAY 

This is a sew day for all of you who have taken my Hand Quilting class. We'll talk about marking your quilt top, transferring your patterns on to the fabric, and answer any questions (hopefully). Bring the project you're working on, but also bring tops for quilting suggestions. I'll bring my patterns, so bring tracing paper & pen/pencil if you want to share.
Dates: Saturday, March 24
Time: 10 – 3:30 pm.
Cost: $10.00 
Taught by: Elizabeth Brown
SPLIT DECISION (Beginner +)
This quilt design was inspired by an Art Deco textile pattern and has been adapted by me as a quilt design. The quilt is split down the middle so the two sides could be switched with each other or one could be rotated 180 degrees for increased visual interest. Hence the name - Split Decision. It can be split and you can decide the final layout. Students are provided a full sized pattern of all curved pieces before class. Fabric pieces must be cut out before coming to class. Construction of the quilt top begins at the start of the class. Tips are given to make curved piecing very easy. Students must be able to cut accurately with a rotary cutter and also sew a concise scant 1/4" seam.
Dates: Tuesday, March 27
Time: 10 – 4 pm. 
Cost: $45.00 plus supplies
Taught by: Don Linn
Remember we are always adding classes after the newsletter is sent.  You can check the class schedule at www.morningstarquilters.com.  The webpage is kept up to date with classes and pictures.
