SERMON NOTES:

Prayer Requests

Pray for Jennifer’s friend Elaine Slotty who was
diagnosed with lung cancer and has found it
spread to her bones and liver. Chemo will start
next week.

Pray for the students graduating that they find
hope and encouragement in their futures.

Pray for Kevin Redman, a beloved member of
MBI and Drum Corps. He passed unexpectedly
this week. Keep his wife Nancy, Jodi Paulenty,
and all friends and family in your prayers.

Pray for Ben Simmer. He is running out of
choices for treating his MS as he contracted a
virus. Pray for a miracle cure and healing.

Pray for guidance in this important time in our
church life.
Pray for Erika Dochniak’s father Pedro that has

problems with his elbows and is getting
treatment.

Pray that many quality people will apply for the
Music Leader position.

Pray for radical healing of cancer for John
Leggate who's been fighting for several years.
For Kevin & Nancy Amundsen’s nephew, Wyatt
LaBaw, to be safe in combat zones over the next
8 months in Afgadistan.

For Ward Sessing who was recently diagnosed
with cancer.

For Josh Dochniak’s Uncle Tim who will be
receiving surgery for prostate cancer.

David Weems, who is struggling with job and
personal issues.

Tom Umscheid, the husband of Pastor Paul’s
cousin, who is going through cancer treatment
in Rochester.

Pray for John Thiessen as’he undergoes chemo
for his ureter/kidney/lymph-node cancer.

Pray for Angelica’s friend Ann, a friend and
colleague, who'is receiving treatment for breast
cancer.

Pray for;persons and process involved in
property purchase for COL.

DEVOTION

This is the fourth and final week of our
congregation’s reading through the Gospel
according to Luke. Keep atit!! We're
reading a chapter a day. Reading through
Luke is a wonderful way to become familiar
with this excellent gospel and learn more
about the New Testament.

Consider sharing a comment to each
guestion on the Chain of Lakes Facebook
page. This is an excellent way to
participate in a Bible Study with others
while sitting in your own home; it’s also a
way to share with people who are outside of
our congregation.

Comments about the devotion can be E-
mailed to pastor@colpres.org

Monday, May 21

Read Luke 19

DEVOTION

In the first part of this chapter Luke shared
two stories fromiJesus. These are the last
chapters that Jesus shared before he
enteredJerusalem for the final week of his
lifed

The first story is about the change that
came over Zacchaeus. He was a tax
collector who had committed fraud—
something that many tax collectors in Jesus’
day did.

But there was something about Jesus that
was interesting to Zacchaeus. He climbed
up a tall tree in order to see Jesus. When
Zacchaeus encountered Jesus he promised
to give always half of his possessions to the
poor and pay back four times the amount
he defrauded from folks.
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Jesus declared that Zacchaeus had received
salvation. His life had been turned around
by his moral actions.

QUESTION

Do you know of someone who has
experienced a change like Zacchaeus did?
Would you share some of the story?

Tuesday, May 22

Read Luke 20

DEVOTION

The parable of the Wicked Tenants is a
foreshadowing of what would happen to
Jesus. Jesus shared this parable during the
final week of his life. He soon would go to
the cross, die, and then be raised from the
dead. When Jesus shared this parable the
religious leaders wanted to have Jesus killed
immediately. They couldn’t because they
were so afraid of the crowd.

The disrespect for God that Jesus described
in this parable still exists today. It's
puzzling why people don't have a higher
devotion to God

QUESTION
Why do you think some in our culture
disrespect God?

Wednesday, May 23

Read Luke 21

DEVOTION

The popularity of Jesus was soaring! People
were coming early in the morning to listen
to Jesus speak in the Temple.

In this chapter Jesus shared a sobering
message about what would happen in the
future. People have debated whether Jesus
was talking about the end of the world in
this chapter or if he was talking about the
Roman persecution that would took place
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about forty years after Jesus died and was
raised.

QUESTION

Do you think much about Jesus’ return?
Have you ever been involved in a church
where Jesus’ return was talked about
frequently?

Thursday, May 24

Read Luke 22

DEVOTION

This is one of the most powerful chapters in
the entire Scripture. What a rich collection
of events. WE read about the Last Supper
of Jesus and the disciples, Jesus’ prediction
of Peter’s denial, the betrayal and arrest of
Jesus, Peter’s denial of Jesus, the mocking
and beating of Jesus, and Jesus appearing
before the Council.

Wow! We could probably read this chapter
every day for a year and still learn
something new.

The Last Supper of Jesus is a powerful
story. Jesus changed the trajectory of
Christian faith that night. Until then people
followed God by following the Law. By
offering his body and blood Jesus taught
that people would follow God by following
Jesus. In participating in the Lord’s Supper
followers would commune with God.

QUESTION
Do you have a moving experience of
Communion that you can share?

Friday, May 25

Read Luke 23

DEVOTION

This chapter shared the worst events in
human history. What can be worse than
the willful, intentional murder of God.
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The words of the hymn are appropriate.
“Were you there when they crucified, My
Lord? Sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble, tremble. Were you there when
they crucified, my Lord?”

QUESTION

What are your thoughts about the
crucifixion of Jesus? When did Jesus’ death
become meaningful to you and why?

Saturday, May 26

Read Luke 24

DEVOTION

Just as the previous chapters is one of the
most difficult in the Scriptures, this chapter
is one of the most joyful in the Scriptures.
When the women came to the tomb they
were expecting to find a dead body.
Instead they discovered that Jesus was
alive. They bounded away from the tomb
sharing a message that has changed the
world.

On the road to Emmaus, the two men
couldn’t help discuss what had taken place
in Jerusalem that day. They saw that Jesus
had been walking with them when Jesus
broke bread with them.

QUESTION

Do you have a recent story of when Jesus
was real to you; an event that happened in
the past year?



