SERMON NOTES:

Prayer Requests

Pray for Kevin & Nancy Amundsen’s brother-in-
law Harold Martin who was diagnosed with
cancer and will be having 35 radiation
treatments.

Lee Bliss’ sister who was recently hospitalized.

Tom Umscheid, the husband of Pastor Paul’s
cousin, who is going through cancer treatment
in Rochester.

Pray for John Thiessen as he begins chemo on
Jan. 25 for his ureter/kidney/lymph-node
cancer.

Pray for Melanie Vosdingh’s mother, Rochelle
LeTourneau . She is having open heart surgery
February 13 at Regions Heart Center.

Pray for Alvaro Gomez and his family as he has
stage 4 stomach cancer.

Pray for Sharon Hines as she begins chemo on
her lung and liver cancer.

Pray for David Norim that he finds employment
as an adaptive PE teacher. He struggles with
school budgets constantly eliminating positions
in this field.

Pray foriquick healing as Dave Nyberg recovers
from foot/surgery.

Carter Olson, age 7 who is undergoing
chemotherapy for brain cancer and has 3 more
months to complete. Thank-you for prayers
already received; prayers are working! Carter’s
recent MRI shows no cancer re-growth!

Pray for Jennifer’s sister Rebecca Klein as their
family go through divorce.

Pray for Angelica’s friend Ann, a friend and
colleague, who is receiving treatment for breast
cancer.

Pray for Carole Lloyd, a friend of Pastor Paul
and Amy Moore, whose brain cancer has
reappeared.

Pray for Dwight Zvorak as he recovers from the
disease of alcoholism.

Pray for persons and process involved in
propérty purchase for COL.

DEVOTION

This past Sunday we celebrated what God is
doing at Chain of Lakes on Vision Sunday.
We also held our Annual Meeting where we
looked forward to 2012. This was a
wonderful day to reflect on the meaning of
the church.

The Scriptures have quite a lot to say about
the church and the meaning of the church.
The church was really started early in the
Old Testament when God spoke to Abram.
It continues until today. We in the church
have quite a long history.

This week you have the opportunity to read
six passages from the Scripture that teach
us about the gathered community, the
church.

Thanks to everyone who hasiE-mailed me
comments about this devotion. Keep them
coming at pastor@colpres.org.

Enjoy!!

Monday, February 6

Read Genesis 12:1-9

This story was the start of the church. God
told Abram that God would start a great
nation from Abram, that God would bless
Abram’s name, and that Abram would be a
blessing. Eventually the nation of Israel
was established from the descendants of
Abram. The story of these descendants is
the story of the Old Testament. They were
the gathered community—the church.

The promise that God gave Abram at the
end of verse 2 is a wonderful challenge to
the church. God told Abram that his
descendants would be a blessing. Isn’t this
a beautiful aspiration for a church to be?
Think and imagine how we at Chain of
Lakes could be a blessing to others. Think
and imagine people being blessed by the
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community called Chain of Lakes Church.
Today as you pray, pray that the
community called Chain of Lakes will be a
blessing to each other and to the world.

Tuesday, February 7

Read 1 Chronicles 29:1-9

The English word, “church” comes from the
Greek word, “ekklesia.” The Old Testament
was originally written in Hebrew, but it was
translated into Greek. The word in verse 1
that is translated as “assembly” comes from
the Greek word, “ekklesia.” So it's as if
David was giving this talk to the church.

The church is an assembly of people
gathered in the name of God. In this story
David was encouraging the assembly or the
church to give offerings to the Temple.
Raising money in the church is not original
to churches in the 21% century ©

The last verse of this story is especially
moving. “Then the people rejoiced because
these had given willingly, for with single
mind they had offered freely to the Lord.”
Today as you pray, substitute the words,
“the people of Chain of Lakes” for the word,
“people.” Our gifts, of course, are much
more than financial gifts. Pray that we at
Chain of Lakes will freely give all of
ourselves to the Lord.

Wednesday, February 8
Read Matthew 18:15-20

In the New Revised Standard Version verse
15 is translated, “If another member of the
church sins against you ...” In the New

International Version verse 15 is translated
“If your brother [or sister] sins against you

A church is often described as a family. The
metaphor doesn’t fit completely as churches
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are called to grow in people more than
families are called to grow in people.
However the idea that we are brothers and
sisters in Christ is powerful.

Do you see others at Chain of Lakes as your
brothers and sisters in Christ? How would
our community look if each person saw the
other as a brother or sister in Christ? Today
as you pray, pray that each of us will grow
in our understanding of being part of a
family at Chain of Lakes Church.

Thursday, February 9

Read Acts 2:37-47

This is one of my (Pastor Paul’s) favorite
passages in the Bible. I read it to the seven
families who met me for the first time at
Chain of Lakes; I preached on this story at
the Grand Opening; I'll always reflect on
this passage at significant times at Chain of
Lakes.

The spiritual energy in this early community
practically jumps off the page. The promise
mentioned in verse 39 is the promise of the
presence of the Spirit and the promise of
salvation. The people loved each other so
much that they couldn’t help but share what
they had with each other. People loved
spending time together with each other.
God couldn’t help but add people to this
church because the deepness of connection
was so great.

This is a vision for us at Chain of Lakes.
Today as you pray, pray that we will live
into this vision as a church.

Friday, February 10

Read Acts 5:1-11

The word, “church” is often found in the
book of Acts—in this chapter the word
appears for the first time. The word, “fear”
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in verse 11 could just as easily be
translated “awe.” The people weren't afraid
of what was happening—though they
probably became afraid a bit later when the
church was persecuted. Instead the people
couldn’t believe what was happening around
them. They were in awe of what they saw.

We've probably had times when we’ve been
in awe of what we saw happen at a church.
We've probably already been in awe of what
we've seen happen at Chain of Lakes
Church. A three word synonym for awe is
wow. Whenever we say the word, “wow”
the presence of God is not far behind.

Today as you pray, pray that we will say
“wow” quite often at Chain of Lakes Church.

Saturday, February 11

Read Hebrews 10:19-25

The last two verses in this passage are
worth committing to memory.

“And let us consider how to provoke one
another to love and good deeds, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day
approaching.”

At Chain of Lakes we've expressed this
verse through our Core Value of “Joyful
Love.” We say that we are released to love
each other with joy because of what God
has done for us.

Think what a powerful community any
church would be if everyone provokes each
other to love and good deeds. Wow!

Today as you pray, pray that we at Chain of
Lakes Church will continue to provoke each
other to love and good deeds.



