SERMON NOTES:

Prayer Requests

Pray for Melanie Vosdingh’s mother, Rochelle
LeTourneau. She is having open heart surgery
February 13 at Regions Heart Center.

Pray for Alvaro Gomez and his family as he has
stage 4 stomach cancer. (on-going)

Pray for Sharon Hines as she begins chemo on
her lung and liver cancer. (on-going)

Pray for the Irlbeck family as the welcome baby
Wyatt into the family.

For journey mercies, peace in the world and
health.

Pray for Jennifer & Rebecca’s college friend,
Delilah Haunschild as she and her family mourn
the loss of her husband.

Pray for David Norim that he finds employment
as an adaptive PE teacher. He struggles with
school budgets constantly eliminating positions
in this field.

Pray for quick healing as Dave Nyberg recovers
from foot surgery.

Pray for John Thiessen.as a cancerous tumor has
been found on his ureter connecting to his right
kidney.

For the family and new baby girl who was born
to Judith Shu and Jonathan Tse.

Pray for Erika Dochniak as she struggles with
diabetes.

Pray for a seven year old boy named Carter
Olson who is undergoing chemotherapy/for
brain cancer. Prayers are working!! ,So far he is
tolerating chemo but has 4 more months of
treatment ahead of him.

Pray for Jennifer’s sister Rebecea Klein as their
family go through divorce:

Pray for Angelica’s friend Ann, a friend and
colleague, who isreceiving treatment for breast
cancer.

Pray for Carole Lloyd, a friend of Pastor Paul
and Amy Moore, whose brain cancer has
reappeared.

Pray for Dwight Zvorak as he recovers from the
disease of alcoholism.

Pray for persons and process involved in
property purchase for COL.

DEVOTION

With practice all of us can learn to be interpreters
of the Bible. One simple way to interpret the
Bible is to ask four questions of a passage. These
questions are:

What does this passage teach about God?

What does this passage teach about humanity?
What does this passage teach about myself?
What does this passage teach about the church?

Every passage doesn’t provide a response to all
four of these questions, but every passage
provides a response to one of these four
questions.

By discerning a response from a passage we are
interpreting the Scriptures.

Once we have a teaching from a passage it’s right
to ask ourselves if our interpretation is correct.
Many people throughout history have interpreted
the Scriptures in damaging ways. We certainly
don’t want to do_this!

One way'to test our interpretation is to see if it is
consistent with threespoints.

[s our interpretation consistent with the message
of Jesus Christ?

[s our interpretation consistent with the overall
message of Scripture?

Does our interpretation lead us to love God, and
to love our neighbor as we love ourself?

This week we are going to read some well-known
passages and practice this method of
interpretation.

Comments and thoughts about the devotion can
be E-mailed to Pastor Paul at pastor@colpres.org.
Enjoy!!



2

Monday, January 23

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9

This passage is known as the Shema. Everyone at
Chain of Lakes is being encouraged to memorize
the first three verses of this passage. Keep
practicing! Memory work is a matter of
repetition.

This passage teaches us one of the tasks of the
church. We are to help people love God with all
our heart and soul and might. We are called to
teach these words to our children.

This interpretation is very consistent with the
teachings of the Scripture.

One way to evaluate a congregation is by the love
that the people have for God. As your pray today,
continue to pray that we at Chain of Lakes will
grow in our love for God.

Tuesday, January 24

Read Psalm 23

This is one of the best known Psalms. It teaches
each of us about fear. Even though we will go
through difficult times we need not fear those
times. God is always present to us and is leading
us through. The result of this realization is a deep
sense of peace.

We might have fear right now about a situation in
our life. Pray that we ourselves can be open to
how God is leading us through this situation.

We also probably know of someone who is going
through a hard situation. Not only pray for the
situation, but pray for the person’s inner spirit.
Pray that he or she won'’t experience fear.

Wednesday, January 25

Read Ezekiel 37:1-14

This passage might not be as well known as some
other passages we're studying this week. It
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teaches us that God can do amazing things. God
took a valley of dry bones and created life.

We are called to never give up on what God can
do. J. B. Philipps once wrote a book called, “Your
God is too small.” We humans often forget about
how God can do things that are amazing and
unpredictable.

Think yourself about a situation in your life. You
might believe that you have figured it out and no
hope exists. However hope does exist—this
passage from Ezekiel teaches us. God can do
something in this situation that we could have
never imagined.

As you pray today, pray that you can be open to
the possibilities of God. Pray that we at Chain of
Lakes can be a congregation who can be open to
the surprises that God can do through us.

Thursday, January 26

Read Mark 2:1-12

This passages teaches humans how to love. The
faith of the friends of the man who was paralyzed
in this story is a faith that you and I are called to
develop. These friends loved the man who was
paralyzed so much that there were willing to do
whatever it took to bring him to Jesus. If they
encountered an obstacle, they were going to find a
way around the obstacle.

If the obstacle was getting the man to travel—
they decided to carry him.

If the obstacle was a crowded door—they decided
to take the man to the roof.

If the obstacle was a roof—they decided to dig a
hole in the roof.

If the obstacle was getting the man who was
paralyzed through the hole—they figured out a
way to let him down.
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This is the type of love that God wants us to share
for our friends. Itis a passionate love that will do
whatever it takes to help.

You have friends for whom you can share this
love. Today as you pray, pray for the passion and
inspiration to love this way. Pray that when we
encounter an obstacle to love, we will figure out a
way to overcome that obstacle.

Friday, January 27

Read Acts 2:37-47

This story teaches us about the church. This is the
story of how the Holy Spirit brought people
together in an amazing way. This movement of
the Spirit happens in our world in churches all the
time. The Spirit can do things where all we can do
is have an experience of awe—Wow!

When the people came together they devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayers.
These four activities are important parts of a local
congregation. When we are led by the Spirit to
participate in them, we can experience amazing
things. Awe—Wow!

As you pray today, pray that Chain of Lakes and
all churches can be this Spirit-led community.

Saturday, January 28

Read Romans 5:1-11

This passage teaches us about God. God sent
Jesus to die for us at the right time. Because of
Christ all of us have peace with God. We have
access to grace through an event that we had
nothing to do with.

As you pray today, give praises to God for this gift
of Christ. Spend time repeating this prayer, “I
praise you Jesus for dying for all of us at the right
time.” Repeat this prayer over and over. As you
do this, you’ll most likely experience the presence
of God. Enjoy!



