Gunnison City Council Meeting                       
Tuesday, May 29, 2012- 12:10 p.m.
Gunnison City Hall-38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634                                                                
Present:   Mayor Lori Nay, City Council Members:  Blake Donaldson, Brian Jensen, Melissa Judy, Jeremy Pickett and Trevor Powell, Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Parks Supervisor Matt Reber, Police Chief Trent Halliday, Curt Ludvigson with Rural Water and John Hales with the Sanpete Messenger
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Prayer:  Council Member Jeremy Pickett

Discuss Rural Water Review and Recommendations, Review Possible Water Rate Adjustment

Curt Ludvigson with Rural Water addressed the Mayor and Council Members explaining the process he has been through for Gunnison City reviewing the usage and rates for the citizens of Gunnison.  He uses these reports to track the usage comparing them to what is brought in by the current rates and what needs to be brought in by possibly increasing the rates to get the City where it needs to be.  By adjusting the rates, it will put the City in a better position to qualify for grants.  Curt reviewed the latest scenario he had put together regarding the rates.  Curt gave his recommendations, and noted he had spoken with the Division of Drinking Water and they agreed with him.  He felt it would take an increase in the rates now to qualify for the grants then a second increase when the funding package is in order and have a better idea what monies are needed to make the bond payments.  Curt needed a little time to put in the new numbers brought up by the Council members.  The Mayor will move on in the agenda to allow him time to get the new rates figured.
Mayor Nay noted Pam Barrus, Court Clerk, had done some work researching Centerfield City’s court situation.  They currently use Sanpete County for their court services.  Sanpete County pays Centerfield City 50% of the fees they collect.  Chief Halliday could not see any problem with pursuing this venue of providing Centerfield City with their Court services.
Proposed Approval – Purchase of Storage Units
Mayor Nay also explained the City needed storage space for the equipment currently stored in the Top Stop building that would be demolished in the near future.  She recommended the City purchase one sea crate to protect the equipment of the City rather than leave it outdoors.  This has previously been reviewed including costs and feasibility.
Council Member Jensen made the motion to approve the purchase of one sea crate for approximately $3,700.00 for storage purposes to be put on the city lot by the river.  Council Member Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Donaldson, Jensen, Judy, Pickett and Powell.
Once Curt had his information compiled and ready to go, he reviewed the new data with the Mayor and Council Members.  Discussion ensued regarding the proposed rates and usage and the affect it will have on the citizens.  The process would entail adjusting the rates first thing, then to select the engineering firm.  The city should then be in the position to immediately apply for some funding.  Curt had been in touch with Michael Grange from the Division of Drinking Water, and had been informed there would be up to $40,000 available for the study right away.  It was determined to apply for the actual project money around October, and hopefully receive the funding around December 2012.   He stated the Bureau of Reclamation also has grant money available for projects geared towards water conservancy along with radio read meters.  He recommended everything be documented that has had to be done the past few years to repair leaks.  He noted the representative to work with from the Bureau of Reclamation would be Jonathan Jones.  
Curt also recommended the city use some Rural Development funding that could be available also.  Curt 
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gave his recommendations in good qualifications to look for that would assist in choosing an engineering firm to get these projects done.  He commented the average water bill would need to be at $47.30/month which would include pressurized irrigation according to the MAGI calculations. He also said he would be available to assist updating the City’s Conservation Plan, Emergency Response Plan, Vulnerability Assessment and Source Protection when the time comes to get these done.  Recorder Braithwaite stated Rural Water was already in the process of helping the City update the Source Protection Plan.
12:55 p.m.  Curt Ludvigson left
Discuss Pressurized Irrigation along Cemetery Road

Mayor Nay would like to consider switching the cemetery road irrigation to pressurized irrigation as part of the conservation plan for the culinary water.  Council Member Jensen will check with Supervisor Childs to see if the City has the equipment needed to run the line under the road.  Discussion also ensued regarding connecting the north side of the city park to irrigation.  
Discuss and Proposed approval of Appointment of Land Use Hearing Officer

This will be tabled until a future meeting.  The purpose of a Land Use Hearing Officer was explained to those in attendance.
Future Items to be Listed on Agenda

Recreation:  Council Member Pickett stated he was working on keep the maintenance of the baseball fields up.
Swimming Pool:  Council Member Judy stated Supervisor Sorensen had been working on methods that could decrease costs and increase revenue for the pool.  The Pool Committee was scheduled to have a meeting tonight at 7:00 p.m.

Library:  Council Member Powell summarized what had been taking place with the software upgrade.  If they could get six libraries on board with Gunnison City, then the city would save a lot of money on the upgrade.

Council Member Judy brought up the idea of giving the city full time employees pool passes.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.
Personnel Policy:  Council Member Jensen would like to have a new purchasing policy ready to present at the next meeting.

Water:  Council Member Jensen had found the original contract with CUCF which stated they would install a meter for their pressurized irrigation which they did not have in place.  They were informed of this contract and will get one put in.

July 4th:  Council Member Donaldson gave an update on the July 4th activities.  He was currently working on getting the details finalized for the celebration.  There will be a committee meeting next Wednesday at 8:00 p.m.  He would also like to get a banner on Main Street.  He will get with Council Member Powell on setting up the stage out to the football field.  He also reminded everyone of the Gunnison Idol competition on Monday, June 18th.  Each contestant will be given 2 minutes, and there will be two grand prize winners who will open for Restless Heart.  

Budget:  Mayor Nay will e-mail the Council members the current 2012-2013 budget that will need to be worked on by each department to be able to pass on June 20, 2012. 
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Proposed Approval Bills and Adjustments

The Mayor and Council Members approved and signed the bills and adjustments.

Mayor Nay noted Senator Okerlund had been working on contacting CUCF regarding an annual payment for the Fire Department.  He will follow through on this to assist Gunnison City.

Mayor Nay stated there were 3 façade initiative grants left from the County.

Council Member Powell made the motion to move out of open session into closed session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-5(1)(a) of the Open meeting Law for the purpose of (i) discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual; and (c) strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  Council Member Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Donaldson, Jensen, Judy, Pickett and Powell
1:30 p.m.  John Hales, Chief Halliday, Supervisor Reber and Recorder Braithwaite left.
1:30 p.m. Closed Session
1:50p.m.  Adjourn 
                                                                                                                                                                    __________________________________
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
___________________________________
Lori Nay, Mayor
___________________________________
Approval Date
