
Gunnison City Council Meeting and Public Hearing Minutes         
Wednesday, September 21, 2011- 7:10 P.M.

Gunnison City Hall-38 West Center                              
Gunnison, UT  84634                                                                
Present:   Mayor Lori Nay, Treasurer JoAnn Taylor, City Council Members: Steven Buchanan, Brian Jensen and Jeremy Pickett, Public Works Supervisor Donald Childs, Police Chief Trent Halliday, School Resource Officer Kris Sorenson, Mark Henline with the Gazette, Eric Probasco with the Sanpete Messenger, Darin Robinson and Garrick Willden with Jones & DeMille Engineering and Citizens Rory Ward, Melynda Ward, Becki Carlisle, Hank Casten, Dawn Casten, Diane Dyreng,  Elise Bown and Blake Donaldson
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Prayer:  Council Member Steven Buchanan
Excused:  Council Member Larry Jensen
7:10 p.m. -7:30 p.m. Public Hearing to Discuss Submitting an Application to the Permanent Community Impact Board for Funding of the Culinary Water Study, Culinary Water Improvements and Storm Water Study
Mayor Nay stated the Public Hearing would be opened to discuss submitting an application to the Permanent Community Impact Board for funding of the culinary water project, culinary water improvements and storm water study.  
7:00 p.m. Council Member Buchanan made the motion to open the Public Hearing to Discuss Submitting an Application to the Permanent Community Impact Board for Culinary Water Improvements and Storm Water Study.  Council Member B. Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Buchanan, B. Jensen and Pickett.
Mayor Nay explained this was not part of the Main Street project, but was added to the Master Plan to upgrade the water system.  The old transite pipe is cracking and needs to be replaced.  Council Member Buchanan has put together a program to replace some of the water pipe.  Some of the money has already been put aside for the project.  The project has been started in which the oldest pipe will be replaced while using the first half of the new pipe on the East side of the City with the other half of the new pipe being used to replace the old cast iron pipe down Main Street.  Some of the complaints were reviewed regarding the culinary water and the storm water drainage.  The Mayor has been in contact with UDOT in which they will participate with the storm drainage study by helping the City with $40,000 of the cost of the study as they feel they believe they are responsible.  The Mayor introduced Darin Robinson from Jones & DeMille Engineering. 
7:20 p.m. Ryan Thompson arrived 
Darin explained the application is for a project totaling roughly $537,000 with $235,000 proposed to come from CIB in grant funds.  The remainder will be $40,000 from UDOT with the rest of the money being from the City including in kind matches.  These in kind matches would include the pipe material already purchased totaling $67,000 that would be installed and $195,000 from other project funds.  
7:25 p.m. Thayne Carlisle arrived

Darin stated the City is hoping the CIB will see the interest from the City in this project to the degree of the funding they are putting towards it and the good faith effort in funding half of the project hoping the CIB will fund the other half in grant.  This project would include installing the materials the City has already 
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purchased and other items of work associated with the pipe such as sidewalk repair, asphalt repair and
 valves with a component in there for storm drainage while anticipating some large diameter storm drainage pipe and some catch basins as another component of this project.  Discussion ensued regarding storm drainage and pipe sizes on Main Street and where to drain the water.  Mayor Nay noted the project was listed on the Six County AOG in Category B for new water line upgrades and storm drainage.
Darin verified the $40,000 from UDOT would be able to go towards the in kind match for the City.  Mayor Nay stated the full length that would need to be upgraded would be from 300 North to 300 South tying in to the main line from the West water tank making a loop starting there going down to 300 South  and hooking into the new line created in 2003-2004.  Mayor Nay then explained the storm drainage in Gunnison and how the topographical map created in 1996 demonstrated the water flow in the City.  Darin from Jones & DeMille and Mayor Nay then explained some of the problems currently occurring with the water drainage to the river.  Council Member Buchanan explained this culinary water project had been in the works for quite some time with money being put away to complete the project and felt this CIB application could enhance the project.  Mayor Nay commented the CIB grant application would be due on October 1, 2011. Darin addressed the storm drainage study explaining Jones & DeMille would come up with flows from contributing areas  with solutions to those drainage areas with various alternatives that may include phases for current Council and future Council to use in making decisions for storm drainage.   This should include new development and how their drainage should be handled along with Main Street  development of looking to handle future growth.  
7:30 p.m.  Jarvis Sorenson, Sharon Anderson, Tom Anderson, Diane Titze and Brian O’Mara arrived
Darin then affirmed all of the environmental concerns would be addressed when the project is implemented, and not when the storm drainage study is done, and these concerns will not be known until the storm drainage study is completed.  
7:32 Jordan Stewart arrived
He also explained nothing would be changed drastically. The water would still flow across Gunnison City to the river and ideally follow the similar drainage patterns, and it might be best to try to put the water back to where it historically used to run down close by the river. 
7:35 p.m. Elise Bown arrived
Council Member Buchanan explained a big portion of this project would be the pipe in the ground from Center Street to 200 East that they are doing now, then going from 200 East to Hwy 89, then the six blocks on Main Street.  Mayor Nay noted the lowest point of the river is where the old Utah Power & Light building stands which is where everything wants to run.  
7:40 p.m. Council Member Buchanan made the motion to close the Public Hearing.  Council Member B. Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Buchanan, B. Jensen and Pickett. 

Council Member Buchanan made the motion to approve the submission of an application to the Community Impact Board for $235,000 in a form of the grant to be used toward the culinary water improvements and storm water study and storm water improvements.  Council Member Pickett seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Buchanan, B. Jensen and Pickett.

7:40 p.m. Garrick Willden arrived
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 Canvass 2011 Primary Election including Possible Approved Tie Break by Lot
Treasurer JoAnn Taylor explained to the Council how to canvass the election results.  There was 1 provisional ballot cast that was invalid as they were not registered to vote along with 3 absentee ballots cast
with 2 of them being invalid due to the postmark date being too late.  Treasurer Taylor opened the 1 absentee ballot envelope handing the ballot to Council Member Buchanan to read.  Council Member Buchanan read the votes as Treasurer Taylor added the numbers to the total ballots cast sheet.  It was confirmed the vote cast for Jordan Stewart had broken the tie for the 6th spot for City Council, and his name would be included on the November General Election ballot.  The Mayor and Council reviewed the disposition of ballots sheet and ballots cast sheet.  They certified the figures were accurate.  See attached certification sheet for results.
7:50 p.m.  Ryan Thompson left
Proposed Approval and Administration of Oath of Office to new School Resource Officer – Kris Sorenson
Mayor Nay introduced Kristopher Sorenson to those in attendance and stated she along with Chief Halliday concur in their opinion that Kris will be a great asset to the community and do a great job as the School Resource Officer.  Kris summarized his training and family to the audience.  Chief Halliday then announced his recommendation of Officer Sorenson.   Mayor Nay appointed Kris as the new School Resource Officer with the unanimous approval of the City Council.
7:55 p.m. Kris Sorenson left

Mayor Nay addressed Garrick Willden from Jones & DeMille Engineering.  He explained the NRCS has an emergency watershed protection program with about $500,000 that they can grant to a community or county to deal with watershed issues.  He explained the different Cities that had projects with Gunnison ending up with $286,000 of the $500,000 available.  That money is 75% grant and 25% match with the match being able to come from in kind which most communities choose to do using rock or a rock source.  It is currently looking like the BLM will give the City the rock for free from their pit East of the Correctional Facility.  The NRCS recognizes that and will give a dollar amount for the rock that comes out of there.  The agreement the City has been asked to sign from the County basically passes the 25% responsibility from the County onto the City.  Mayor Nay explained NRCS is more of a river conservation federal agency so this money will be used for mitigation of the river and river banks.  She noted the money from FEMA has been approved for the A and B category projects, and it is only the C & D projects that are at large and need to be voted on by congress.  Gunnison City has 6 projects with 4 of them falling in the A and B category.

8:00 p.m.  Garrick Willden and Darin Robinson left.  Georgeanna Pickett, Deina Mitton, Kirby Pickett, Deb Fullmer and Monica Jensen arrived.

Discuss Beautification and other Zoning Issues – Zoning Administrator Rod Taylor

Council Member B. Jensen noted there was a list of some infractions that needed to be taken care of and brought before the City.  The recommendation from Zoning Administrator Rod Taylor would be to send a certified letter to each individual to see if they would get these infractions cleared up.  Council Member B. Jensen explained to Mayor Nay and the Council how an infraction is determined.  

Proposed Approval of Resolution 2011-9, Designating and Appointing Election Judges, Setting their Compensation

Mayor Nay reviewed the Resolution with the Council and stated the compensation falls within the County recommendations.
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Council Member B. Jensen made the motion to approve Resolution 2011-9, Designating and Appointing Election Judges, Setting their Compensation.  Council Member Pickett seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Buchanan, 

B. Jensen and Pickett.











             Proposed Approval of New Swimming Pool Lifeguards – Council Member Brian Jensen 

Council Member B. Jensen presented the names given to him by Pool Manager Robert Sorensen per his recommendation and made the motion to approve Nik Roberts, Travis Carlisle, Tanner Agren and  Sarah Nilsson as lifeguards at the Gunnison City Swimming Pool.  Council Member Pickett seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Buchanan, B. Jensen and Pickett.
Discuss Information and Updates from ULCT Conference

Mayor Nay informed the Council the recent ULCT Conference she attended was geared to smaller Cities, and felt it was very informative.  She noted she had come in contact with Andre Baksh who is the head of projections for the tax commission who put together an estimate of our tax base here in Gunnison and growth for the future.  
8:10 p.m.  Chris Forsythe, Andrew Laurel, Jan Munger, Jed Hill and Michelle Hill arrived.
She noted the breakdown of the 6.25%  sales tax, reporting that 4.7% goes to the State of Utah, with .3% going to Sanpete County and 1.25% to Gunnison City.  She noted  .25% goes to highway use to do help do our roads.  The calculations for sales tax for 2011is $240, 427 with $84,000 added from the state according to the population.  She then explained if the City does a Town Option Tax  it actually all goes to the City and none of it to the State.   Council Member Pickett commented he had asked what the projection would be to increase the sales tax by .5%.  This came out to about $120,000.  The projected amounts were much better than expected and would take care of a Recreation Department Director with equipment for everyone involved with only a sales tax increase of .25%.  He noted he had spoken with a couple other Mayors from the neighboring Cities, and they seemed to be on board with the idea.  Mayor Nay explained it would be a multi-local agency involving all of the surrounding Cities in the Gunnison Valley to oversee the department, and try to get activities going for people of all ages, children and adults.  Discussion ensued regarding information learned from the ULCT Conference to involve more citizens and make a vibrant community.  
Fieldstone Academy – Chris Forsythe, Director – Present Outline of the Academy’s Purpose, Policies and Programming for Informational Purposes to the City Council and Community

Mayor Nay addressed the citizens in attendance and Chris Forsythe from Fieldstone Academy setting the ground rules for the discussion.  Chris addressed the Mayor, Council Members and citizens in attendance.  He stated Fieldstone was started about 7 years ago by him and his father.  Discussion ensued on how the school came to be and how they landed on focusing on students who fall behind in school.  He stated they had been in Gunnison for about a year now and were working on renovating the old Elementary School for their Academy.  He then addressed the problems that had been occurring in the community.  He stated his views on the problems and his views on his students.  He would like to have a better relationship with the people of the City, and run a viable business.  Chief Halliday reviewed the City Ordinance regarding curfew hours for minors.  Chris explained the Academy had gone to wake staff at night which is more expensive for them, but this would allow them to always know their students were in at night.     

 8:25 p.m. Diane Dyreng left

Chris commented their Academy is a private educational institution licensed and accredited through the  Utah State Office of Education directly through the State.  Their accreditation is the same as the High School.  Council Member B. Jensen then reviewed the data and time line since the beginning of Fieldstone
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 Academy requesting the move to Gunnison City using the Council minutes from previous City Council meetings.  The Conditional Use Permit approved by the City was also read and summarized.   Mayor Nay turned the time over for public comment.
Brian O’Mara (Diane Titze’s son-in-law) stated their concerns regarding trespassing on the property that is vacant much of the time.  He also questioned the state of the school and the element the students bring into the area.  Mayor Nay commented how helpful it would be to have a meeting with the Cities and the Academy leaders once a year to keep the Academy up on the local laws and answer any questions either side may have.  Chris welcomed anyone to come to the school with their concerns and talk to him and see the school.  Chris stated he currently has 16 students, 13 borders and 3 locals (from the area) with staff members being 4 teachers, a janitor and a couple administrative members.  Jarvis Sorensen questioned whether or not the water shares had been turned in.  Council Member B. Jensen stated they had not been turned in yet, and the City would be working on getting the school into compliance with the City Ordinance.  Chris stated he would work on getting those shares turned into the City which they are currently at the Gunnison Bank used as security on a loan.   The value of turning in the shares to the City was reviewed and explained again to Chris.  Diane Titze questioned the accreditation of the school.  She would like a copy of the certificate, and Chris stated he would get that for her and she would also be able to go online to check the certification.  Chris then stated the name they were accredited as dba/Fieldstone Academy.  He also noted they called the students schools for background checks and have interviews with the parents and students since there was no actual way to find out if they have felonious backgrounds since the records are sealed when they are juveniles.    If they receive a student who has a problem or is involved in an incident in the community for an actual fact, they are usually sent home, but are dealt with on an individual basis.  Mark Henline commended Chris for trying to operate his business and what he was doing for the students and felt the community should welcome them.   Chief Halliday explained the investigations he had taken care of reporting they included students that are local citizens, and not just Fieldstone Academy.  Tom Anderson stated his concerns of the 2 bonfires he had seen at the school and the question of the adequate supervision for the students.  He would also like to know what the rules at the school are.  He also questioned the background checks for the employees.  Chris explained the background checks are done on all employees with one exception this past year that was a local hired by references in the local community stating he deserved a second chance.  Chris then introduced one of his students, Andrew Laurel, who was involved in one of the investigations.  Andrew explained his situation and expressed his appreciation to the school for helping him and giving him a second chance.  He also disclosed the information he knew about many of the other students who had attended Fieldstone.  Becki Carlisle set forth her opinion on the supervision issue at Fieldstone feeling that the students should be watched closer especially at night.  Chris then communicated to the citizens if there was any damage to their properties by his students that he would be responsible to take care of it.  Mayor Nay determined the main concerns were trespassing, zoning requirements, supervision and runaways.  She encouraged better communication between the City, citizens and Fieldstone.  The citizens encouraged Chris to have the students at Fieldstone respect private properties.  Mayor Nay addressed that any further concerns should be taken directly to Chris unless they are infractions and need to be reported to the proper authorities.

9:30 p.m. All of the citizens left
Discuss Increase of Utility Delinquency Fees – Treasurer JoAnn Taylor

Treasurer Taylor was concerned about the delinquent utility accounts and shut off notices and suggested a possible increase in the utility delinquency fees.  The current fee is 7% which is a little higher than the surrounding Cities. The Mayor and Council would like to go with the 60 days for shutoff notices rather than the 90 days the City has been doing.  
Water Project:  Supervisor Childs stated David Madsen felt it would be 3 weeks for him to finish the first phase of the water project starting up Center Street to 200 East then to Hwy 89 with each home getting a new connection along the way, and the placement of new fire hydrants along the way.  Discussion ensued regarding the time frame of asphalting the roads. 
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The Mayor and Council Members then reviewed the Culinary Water Shutoff Fee with Treasurer Taylor and Supervisor Childs.  It was determined to leave the fee as is.
Zoning:  Council Member B. Jensen stated the Planning and Zoning Commission had gone over the zoning map making some adjustments to the map due to some nonconforming lots and other issues.  He would also like a Public Hearing posted for the next meeting.  It would need to be open for 30 days for public comment for the citizens to review the zoning map and make comments.  Mayor Nay would like to finish the construction standards.  Council Member B. Jensen also mentioned whether or not the City needs to put contingency fees in place or continue to go on the honor system.  He would like to see the current City Ordinances enforced which are already set in place to assure zoning requirements are met and the citizens are compliant with the Ordinances.  
GVHS Light Bill:  Council Member Pickett stated the bill at the High School for over $900.00 needed to be paid.  The High School has cut the power and will hook the fields directly up to their power so the bill will be much cheaper in future years.  However, the past years bill needs to be taken care of.  All of the different sports use the fields, but no one has budgeted to pay the half of the bill left to pay after the High School pays their half.  The Mayor and Council Members agreed to take it out of the Recreation budget for the year and get it taken care of.  
City Hall:  Mayor Nay informed the Council there was another water leak in the basement.  Kevin Madson with KMA Architects and Phil Clawson from Wadman’s Construction will be to the City Hall Friday to determine a cause of the water leak.  It was requested Chief Halliday be in attendance since the damage is occurring in the Police evidence room.  

ULCT:  Mayor Nay stated she had learned there was a new law passed that each City needs to adopt rules of meeting procedure.   The Mayor and Council reviewed the possibility of adding public comment to each agenda as a line item to aid the communication process between the citizens and the Council, and determined it would be a great idea.  This will be added to a future agenda.
Proposed Approval Bills and Adjustments

The Mayor and Council Members approved and signed the bills and adjustments. 

Council Member B. Jensen made the motion to move out of Open Session into Closed Session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-5(1)(a) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (i) discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual; and (c) strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  Council Member Pickett seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Those voting aye were Council Members Buchanan, B. Jensen and Pickett.
10:00 p.m. Closed Session.  Mark Henline and Donald Childs left

10:30 p.m. Adjourned                                              

__________________________________
JoAnn Taylor, City Treasurer
___________________________________
Lori Nay, Mayor

_________________________________
Approval Date

