December, 2011 Minutes


MINUTES

North Newton City Council – Regular Meeting

December 12, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

North Newton Community Room

1.
Call to Order

Council President Ron Ratzlaff called the meeting to order. Those present and constituting a quorum were:
COUNCIL:  Bill Hake, Gregg Dick, Jim Goering
ABSENT:  Mayor Ron Braun, Paul Harder
STAFF:  John Torline, Sher Klassen Neufeld, Cindy Hiebert, Danny Bisoni, Ray Classen, Gregory Nye

OTHERS:  Kurt Friesen, Ken Janzen, Mary Janzen, Louis Funk
2.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the November 14, 2011, meeting were presented. 
MOTION:
Dick moved, Hake seconded, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
3.
Citizen Comments
No one spoke.

4.
Consider Mayor’s Appointment to the North Newton Housing Authority
MOTION:
Goering moved, Dick seconded to approve the appointment of Ginny Ramsey as the resident representative on the North Newton Housing Authority Board.  Motion carried unanimously.
5.
Receive Louis Funk of the engineering firm of Bartlett and West who will present His Firm’s Proposal for a Water Service Engineering Study 
MOTION:
Hake moved, Dick seconded, to approve the agreement with Bartlett and West and proceed with a water service engineering study.  Motion carried unanimously.
6.
Consider the Recommendation of the North Newton Community Foundation for the use of 2012 City Budgeted Funds
MOTION:
Hake moved, Dick seconded, to approve the contribution of $5000 from the 2012 budget to the North Newton Community Foundation Impact Fund.  Motion carried with Dick, Ratzlaff and Hake voting yes and Goering recusing himself from the vote.  
7.
Consider an Ordinance Establishing an Environmental Code
After some discussion it was recommended to table the issue until the January meeting when a full Council will be present and it was requested that Torline survey cities with this ordinance in place for effectiveness and enforcement.  Hake offered to poll his neighborhood regarding the proposed ordinance for reaction.
8. Consider a Recommendation Contained in the 2012 Salary and Benefit Package Memorandum from the City Administrator

MOTION:
Goering moved, Hake seconded to approve the 2012 cost-of-living recommendation of 2.5% effective January 1, 2012, for all employees except the City Administrator whose salary is determined through a separate contract arrangement.  Motion carried unanimously.

9.
Review Year End Highlights
Torline presented the year-end report for 2011.

10.
Consider Authorizing the Mayor to Approve Year End Bills

MOTION:  Dick moved, Goering seconded, to authorize Mayor Braun to approve 2011 year-end bills.  Motion carried unanimously.
11.
Reports 

a.
Mayor/Council.  Council Member Goering asked that the minutes reflect appreciation to Staff for organizing the Staff and Council Christmas Dinner held last week at d’Veers Family Center in Elbing.  

b.
Staff.  Torline reported the interpretive signage project is on schedule.  Bisoni reported that Randall Rice has been hired as a part time maintenance worker to help with meter reading and where needed.  We have received thirteen applications for the vacant full time maintenance worker position.  Classen included his report in the Council packet.   
c.
Clerk/Treasurer.  Neufeld presented December accounts payable and November payroll for consideration.

MOTION:
Hake moved, Dick seconded, to approve December accounts 


payable in the amount of $95,468.65, November payroll in the 


gross amount of $27,507.43 with miscellaneous bills in the amount 


of $13,878.28 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
12.
Non-Agenda Items

None presented.   
13.
Adjournment.  Council President Ratzlaff declared the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
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