September, 2011 Minutes


MINUTES

North Newton City Council – Regular Meeting

September 12, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

North Newton City Hall 

1. Call to Order







Mayor Ron Braun called the meeting to order.  Those present and constituting a quorum were:

COUNCIL:  Ron Ratzlaff, Bill Hake, Gregg Dick, Paul Harder, Jim Goering
STAFF:  John Torline, Sher Klassen Neufeld, Cindy Hiebert, Danny Bisoni, Greg Nye, Ray Classen
OTHERS:  Kurt Friesen, Perry White, Dalene White
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the August 8, 2011, Regular Meeting were presented.
MOTION:
Harder moved, Dick seconded, to approve the August 8, 2011, minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
3. Citizen Comments

No one spoke.
4. Consider the Mayor’s Appointment to the Newton/North Newton Historic Preservation Commission, and the North Newton Park and Recreation Commission
MOTION:
Goering moved, Ratzlaff seconded, to approve the Mayor’s appointments of Fred Bartel to the unexpired term on the Newton/North Newton Historic Preservation Commission which expires September, 2012, Veronica Camacho to the unexpired term on the Park and Recreation Committee which expires June, 2012, and Don Kingsley to the full term on the Park and Recreation Committee which expires June, 2014.  Motion carried unanimously.

5. Receive President Perry White for a Presentation of the Bethel College Strategic Plan 
President White presented an intriguing and progressive plan outlining current improvements that are underway at Bethel College and future plans.  President White addressed plans that could include the City’s involvement in access to Bethel College from East 24th Street, improvements to Kidron Martin Canal, update City streets and the entrance to Bethel College on College Avenue.  President White asked the Council to consider partnering with Bethel College to go before the Harvey County Commission with its support of improvements to East 24th Street from Highway 50 to North Newton.  After discussion, the Council’s consensus is to join President White when the 24th Street improvement proposal is presented to the Harvey County Commission.  White will notify the Council when a meeting time is set with the Harvey County Commission.  
6.
Consider a Proclamation Declaring the Week of September 11-17 as “National Assisted Living Week”
MOTION:
Ratzlaff moved, Hake seconded, to approve the Proclamation declaring the week of September 11-17 as “National Assisted Living Week”.  Motion carried unanimously.
7.
Consider Appointing a Voting Delegate and Alternate to the Annual Meeting of the Kansas League of Municipalities October 8-10 
MOTION:
Harder moved, Dick seconded, to appoint City Clerk Neufeld as the voting delegate and City Administrator Torline as the Alternate to the Annual Meeting of the Kansas League of Municipalities.  Motion carried unanimously.

8.
Consider the Annual Contribution to Bethel College Fall Fest and Hesston-Bethel Performing Arts
MOTION:
Goering moved, Harder seconded, to contribute $500 to the Bethel College Fall Festival and $1000 to the Hesston-Bethel Performing Arts.  Motion carried unanimously.

9.
Reports.

a.
Mayor/Council.  Mayor Braun reminded Council of the League of Kansas Municipalities Conference October 8-10 in Wichita.  Council member Hake requested a proposed nuisance ordinance be reviewed that can address properties that don’t meet the standards of the neighborhood.  The city clerk will forward previous emails to Hake, Torline and Nye regarding this matter.  Council member Goering asked that start-up funds be allocated to the Sand Creek Community Garden when it is relocated north of Memorial Grove in 2013.  Council member Dick questioned if something can be done about the dead trees on the east side of Main Street across from City Hall.  Bisoni is working with KDOT, Westar Energy and Asplundh to have the trees removed.  Goering confirmed with the Police Chief that the North Newton Police Department will escort the Flatlander Bike Ride on Saturday.
b.
Staff Update.  Torline reported that he and City Superintendent Bisoni have met with Bob Vincent regarding the water wells.  We are waiting for radiology tests results on the three test wells.  It appears quality and volume are good and the nitrates are low at the three test well sites.  Torline reported that the fund balances are good and we will end the year strong financially.  Bisoni reported that a larger broom has been installed on the street sweeper and the pump at the 30th Street lift station will be replaced tomorrow.  Classen reported on August court cases and listed equipment the City received for participating in the Click It Or Ticket campaign.    
.
c.
Clerk/Treasurer.  Neufeld presented September bills for payment.  

MOTION:
Hake moved, Ratzlaff seconded, to approve the September accounts payable in the amount of $66,155.49 and August gross payroll/miscellaneous checks in the amount of $42,247.48 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

10.
Non-Agenda Items
None presented.
11.
Adjournment
There being no further business, Mayor Braun declared the meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.
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