August, 2011 Minutes


MINUTES

North Newton City Council – Regular Meeting

August 8, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

North Newton City Hall
1.
Call to Order.
Mayor Ron Braun called the meeting to order.  Those present and constituting a quorum were:

COUNCIL:
Gregg Dick, Bill Hake, Paul Harder
ABSENT:
Ron Ratzlaff, Jim Goering
STAFF:
Sher Klassen Neufeld, Ray Classen, Cindy Hiebert, Danny Bisoni, Greg Nye 

OTHERS:
Kurt Friesen 
2.
Minutes of Previous Meeting.
Minutes of the July 11, 2011, meeting were presented. 
MOTION:
Dick moved, Hake seconded, to approve the July 11, 2011, minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

3.
Citizen Comment.
No one spoke. 
4. Conduct a Public Hearing on the 2012 Budget as Prepared.  Consider 
an Ordinance Adopting Budget as Proposed or Amended.
Mayor Braun opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m.

No one spoke.

Mayor Braun closed public hearing at 7:11 p.m.

MOTION:
Harder moved, Dick seconded, to adopt the 2012 Budget and Ordinance 557-11 attesting to the need to increase taxes.  Motion carried unanimously.    
5. Consider Mayor’s Appointment to the Newton/North Newton Historic Preservation Commission and Park and Recreation Committee
Mayor Braun has invitations out for both vacancies and will have responses at the September Council meeting.
6. Consider Ordinance Adopting the 2011 Uniform Public Offense Code   and the 2011 Standard Traffic Ordinance
MOTION:  Hake moved, Harder seconded, to adopt the 2011 Standard Traffic Ordinance giving it Ordinance #558-11.  Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION:  Harder moved, Hake seconded, to adopt the 2011 Uniform Public Offense Code Ordinance giving it Ordinance #559-11.

7.
Consider Taking Action to Award the Interpretive Signage Contract to Heartstone Incorporated and Authorize the Mayor to Sign the Contract once Completed
MOTION:  Dick moved, Hake seconded, to award Heartstone Incorporated the contract for the Interpretive Signage Project and authorize the Mayor to sign the contract when completed by Heartstone Incorporated.  Motion carried unanimously.  Noted discussion recognized that the project has been in the process for an extended length of time and Council was not aware that the project would take nearing four years to get to this point.
8.
Consider Adopting a 2011 Fall Tree Planting Program
MOTION:
Harder moved, Dick seconded, to approve the 2011 Fall Tree Planting Program with $1500 designated for twenty coupons at a maximum of $75 each.  Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Braun requested Item 10 be addressed before Item 9.

10.
Consider Recessing into Executive Session to Consult with the City Attorney on Legal Matters of the City

MOTION:  
At 8:35 p.m. Hake moved, Harder seconded, to recess into Executive Session until 8:50 p.m. for the purpose of discussing personnel matters of non-elected officials and attorney/client privilege.  City Attorney Nye and Interim City Administrator Neufeld were requested to attend.  Motion carried unanimously.

At 8:50 p.m. the regular meeting reconvened.  Mayor Braun announced that no action was taken nor decisions made during the Executive Session.
MOTION:
Harder moved, Hake seconded, to approve the appointment of Special Counsel Stephen M. Kerwick of Foulston Siefkin LLP Attorneys at Law to represent the City in the pending appeal.  Motion carried unanimously.
9. Consider the Appointment of North Newton City Administrator Effective September 1, 2011

MOTION:
Dick moved, Hake seconded, to appoint John Torline as City Administrator per the Employment Agreement effective September 1, 2011.  Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION:
Hake moved, Harder seconded, to authorize Mayor Braun to give Interim City Administrator Neufeld the 14-day notice of the completion of her service on August 31, 2011, after Employment Agreement is signed by Torline.  Motion carried unanimously.

11.
Reports.

a.
Mayor/Council.  Mayor Braun thanked Council President Ratzlaff for chairing the July meeting and Councilman Hake for reporting at Chamber Breakfast about North Newton in his absence.  He reminded Council of the League of Kansas Municipalities Conference October 8-10 in Wichita and encouraged Council to attend.  Councilman Hake stated that some wells in North Newton are going dry.  Harder reported that citizens are concerned about the cattails growing around Sunfields Pond.      

b.
Staff Update.  Bisoni reported that he has contacted Spencer Construction to repair curb at sidewalk on Witmarsum and will have him do some repairs on the walk bridge on the path.  The wells are being monitored regularly and they are doing fine.  White Star has advised us that the Bobcat skid-steer loader will be delivered in a few days.  Classen reported on police activity in his report included in the packet and also reported on municipal court activity. 


c.
Clerk/Treasurer.  Neufeld reminded Council of the Watermelon Social set for August 16 at 7:00 p.m.  She recommended setting a date for the Annual North Newton Christmas Dinner.  She advised a new school crossing guard has been hired for the 24th Street location and a substitute is needed for the Highway 81 crossing for two months.  
Neufeld presented bills for payment.

MOTION:
Hake moved, Dick seconded, to approve the August accounts payable in the amount of $133,193.58 and July payroll/miscellaneous checks in the amount of $114,483.02 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

City Treasurer Hiebert reported that a small amount of money has been idle for several years at First Bank and the money is being transferred to the Midland National Bank Money Market account.

11.
Non-Agenda Items.  
None presented.
12.
Adjournment.

There being no further business, Mayor Braun adjourned the meeting at 8:18 p.m. 
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