HISTORICAL SPECIALS ON TAP AT 
BETHEL COLLEGE FALL FESTIVAL
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All North Newton residents are invited to the 39th annual Bethel College Fall Festival, October 1-4.
( Join the fun at Taste of Newton, the annual Fall Festival kick-off.  It will be held Thursday, October 1 from 6:00 – 9:00 P.M. in downtown Newton. 

( Most events take place Saturday, Oct. 3, although there will also be an all-day science symposium Friday, Oct. 2 beginning at 8:00 A.M.
(  Plan to see Bob Regier’s photography exhibit at Kauffman Museum “Considering the commonplace”.  Regier will give his audiovisual presentation “Mainstreets and backroads: Celebrating the ordinary” at 9:00 A.M. on Saturday in the museum auditorium.
( An exhibit entitled “Images of BC Residence Life” will be on display in the Fine Arts Center Gallery on Saturday, 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  An audio-visual presentation by Robert Kreider entitled “1935 – When Bethel Was Young” will be given at 1:00 P.M. in Krehbiel Auditorium and repeated Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M.
( The Low German program returns at 9:00 A.M. in Krehbiel Auditorium.  Low German radio personality Carl Zacharias, Reinland, Manitoba, will be featured, along with a presentation by Harold Thieszen of North Newton.
 ( Other events include musical performances, food booths, a children’s park, arts and crafts, college displays, alumni soccer game, and the homecoming football game on campus at 7:00 P.M.  Athletic Hall of Fame inductions will be at 6:30 P.M.
( Residents should expect increased traffic and cars parking in front of houses on Saturday.  Police will facilitate traffic flow during the day and at the game in the evening.

( For more information, call 284-5251 or go to www.bethelks.edu/fallfest for a complete schedule.  Fliers are available at Thresher Bookstore, the Mennonite Library and Archives, Kauffman Museum, and Kidron Bethel Retirement Village.
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NEW WATER RATES
As predicted in the July ECHO, the City Council raised water rates in response to increased treatment costs by the City of Newton.  North Newton currently pays a rate of $ .83 per hundred cubic feet for treatment.  The City will soon pay Newton $1.124/100 c.f. of treated water - an increase of approximately 35%.  Beginning October 1, North Newton’s new water minimum (up to 300 c.f. of consumption) will be $11.65 - up from $9.95.  The additional charge for consumption of 300 to 600 c.f. will be $2.75/100 c.f.; for consumption of 600 to 1200 c.f. the additional charge will be $2.95/100 c.f.; for consumption over 1,200 c.f. the additional charge will be $3.35/100 c.f.  These charges represent a 17% increase. 
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2010 BUDGET WOES
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Like all cities, North Newton is suffering effects from the economic downturn.  Sales tax revenues are down.  We expect intangible tax revenues to decrease significantly in 2010.  Our reserves are dwindling and interest rates are down.  Thus, we have less opportunity to earn interest.  Fire and Emergency Service fees increased in 2009 and will climb again in 2010.  As in the case of other cities in Harvey County, North Newton experienced an actual decrease in assessed valuation.
To address these problems, the City Council has taken the following steps:

· City employees will not receive a cost of living raise in 2010.

· The health insurance premium increase will be capped at 5%.  Therefore, the employee will be required to pay the amount over 5% out-of-pocket.

· Reduction of Police Department expenditures.

· Reduction of scheduled transfers into reserve funds.

· Canceling fall tree program for 2009 and 2010.

As a result of these actions, the Council was able to keep the tax increase to 2/3 of a mill.  This represents a tax increase of approximately $7.50 on a house valued at $100,000.  Like everyone, we are hoping for an economic turnaround in 2010.
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CITY BUYING KIDRON CREEK FLOODPLAIN

The City will be acquiring the Kidron Creek Floodplain between 30th and 36th Street.  The irregular shaped tract totals approximately 7.5 acres.  Five and one-half acres are being acquired by donation from the Max Graber family.  Approximately 2.15 acres is being acquired through a lease/purchase arrangement with Midland National Bank.  
The tract will be used as park and open space and as a visual screen for the Campus Woods Subdivision.   There are no immediate plans for improvements, though the City plans to maintain a mowed 10 foot path on the east property line.  The survey of the tract is available for viewing at City Hall.  
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CITY-WIDE FALL CLEAN UP
Clean up week will be November 9 through 13.  The North Newton Maintenance Dept. will provide free curbside collection for tree limbs and yard waste only.  Crews may take several days to complete the project.  
Please note the following guidelines:
( Bagged leaves, grass, and yard waste will be picked up, as well as manageable sized limbs.  
(  Please do not put any trash or recyclables in the bags.
( Thorny bushes and small limbs can be placed with larger piles of brush and limbs.  
(  Keep piles away from utilities.

(  Place limbs parallel to the street.
(  To avoid confusion, please set yard waste away from recyclables and household trash.
(  Call City Hall with any questions at 283-7633.  
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POLICE CORNER:  PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
It has been brought to my attention that the flashing warning lights at the 27th and Main pedestrian crosswalk have not been utilized as they should be.  I would like to remind all citizens and students to push the crosswalk button on the pole to activate the flashing lights before crossing.  It is for your safety to warn traffic that you are crossing the intersection.  Do not depend on drivers knowing you have the right-of-way when you cross the street.  –Ray Classen, Chief of Police
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SOME GOOD FINANCIAL NEWS
The City is working with DeWaay Financial Network to refund an outstanding bond issue by issuing new bonds and calling the old bonds.  North Newton can take advantage of lower interest rates on the new bond issue compared to the rates on the old issue.  We are fairly certain that we will be able to save at least $5,000 a year for the next 10 years.
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KANSAS AVENUE BRIDGE TO 
GO OUT FOR BID
The bridge over Sand Creek on Kansas Avenue is scheduled to go to bid in November according to Harvey County officials. Construction should begin as weather permits.  We are hoping the construction will be complete by late spring.  Harvey County received federal stimulus money for this project.
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YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS

· Anthony & Mieka Stecker – 317 Campus Court
· Cynthia Thompson – 2515 Rosewood Ave.

· Flint Hills Design, LLC – 106-C W. 24th St.

· Derek & Tionna Botterweck – 115 W. 27th St.

· Randy & Tiffany Lunow – 2709 Goldenrod Rd.

· Guy & Mary Schaeffer – 2411 Minnesota Ave.

· Jenaea Ireland – 302 W. 22nd St.

· Brad & Debbie Voran – 312 Witmarsum West
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CITY TO REAPPLY FOR CDBG FUNDS
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This summer the City applied for Community Development Block Grant funds to replace broken sidewalks, curb and gutter in the older parts of town, and pave a couple of parking lots at Wheatland Homes.  The application was not well received because the reviewers said this was a multiple activity rather than a single activity as required by regulations.  We sought feedback from officials at the Kansas Department of Commerce regarding our application.  Based on their feedback we plan to reapply for only curb and gutter repair.  A public hearing on the proposed application will be held at the October 12 Council meeting at 7:30 P.M.  The application deadline is October 31.
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WATERMELON SOCIAL A SUCCESS
Approximately 130 North Newton citizens enjoyed perfect weather and all the watermelon they cared to eat on August 20th at Memorial Grove.  The annual event was a joint effort this year between the City and the Sand Creek Trail Committee.
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NEW PAYMENT BOX 

AT CITY HALL
A pedestal payment box was installed recently under the canopy on the south side of the main entrance.  This replaces the one in the wall of the building.  
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NORTH NEWTON’S ASSISTANT 

POLICE CHIEF TO PERFORM
Assistant Police Chief Bill Koonce will perform in the annual “Men in Tights, Under the Lights” at the Historic Fox Theatre on December 5.  This comical “beauty” pageant has grown increasingly popular each year.  The proceeds from this fundraiser helps support Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA).
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Daylight Savings Time ends November 1!  Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour the night before. 
October 2009
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     The 
  ECHO
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2601 N. Main Street

P.O. Box 87

North Newton, KS  67117-0087

Office Hours

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Monday through Thursday;

8:00 a.m. to Noon, Friday
City Hall Telephone

(316) 283-7633

Police Department
(316) 283-3191

Fax

(316) 283-6660

www.northnewton.org
City Administrator:  jgt@northnewton.org
City Clerk:  nncity@northnewton.org
Police Dept.:  nnpd@northnewton.org
A quarterly newsletter for


the citizens of North Newton
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COVER PHOTO:  This young white squirrel, photographed by Vada Snider in the spring of 2008, was seen in the Jasper Court area.  The squirrel was not considered an albino as it had some brown fur and brown eyes.


     If you have a suitable photo you would like to submit for the winter issue of The ECHO, please email it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:depcc@northnewton.org" ��depcc@northnewton.org� by November 30.
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