2009 YEAR END REPORT
Each year staff attempts to summarize the major accomplishments and events in North Newton during the year.  It must be remembered, however, that the daily routine responsibilities of utility maintenance, water testing, police patrolling, utility billing, accounting and investments, etc. are the real backbone of the City which provide service to our citizens.
GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
· Building permit valuations for new improvements totaled $2,172,000. Of that, four new single housing starts and five duplexes had a valuation of $1,690,100.
· Completed another year with a satisfactory audit.

· Participated in Harvey Co. Council of Governments.

· Participated in various Chamber of Commerce committees.

· Pursued an archeological reconnaissance project and initiated the design of eight interpretive signs along the walkways in the community.  This is all as a result of a grant from KDOT.

· Annexed property on the west side of Anderson Rd.

· Expanded the Neighborhood Revitalization area.

· Pending acquisition of the Kidron Creek floodplain between 30th and 36th Street.

· Resolved issues surrounding the Kidron Creek floodplain map in a manner that is favorable to the City and resident home/property owners. 
· Issued $520,000 in refunding bonds resulting in a $5,000 annual savings for the next ten years.

· Jim Goering, Bill Hake, and Gregg Dick were reelected to the City Council.

· Held a joint watermelon social with the Sand Creek Trail Committee.

· Replaced the floor and made other improvements to the City owned post office building.

· Upgraded the City’s computer system.
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Streamlined City record storage.

· Conducted a joint meeting between the Newton City Commission and North Newton City Council.

· Adopted the 2010 budget.

· Revised City personnel policies.

· Conducted Council retreat.  Reviewed City Administrator’s infrastructure and administrative goals.

· Adopted the 2006 International Building Code.

· Adopted the 2009 Standard Traffic Ordinance and Uniform Public Offense Code.

· Adopted the 2006 Fire Code.

· Continued membership in the Public Wholesale Water Supply District #17.
· City staff and Mayor participated in various committees, educational opportunities, and peer group associations sponsored by the League of Kansas Municipalities. 
STREET AND MAINTENANCE
· Continued to remove diseased pine trees as they occurred along city rights of way.
· Continued annual sanitary sewer cleaning.

· Installed nine new water service lines.

· Offered both spring and fall clean up weeks.

· City Superintendent and assistant maintained water and wastewater certifications.

· Provided annual curbside Christmas tree pickup.

· Painted all fire hydrants and installed identification tags to each.

· Provided wood chips for the Sand Creek Trail walk paths.

· Continued annual street crack sealing program.

· Applied 36.5 tons of salt/sand mix on streets during the winter of 2008-2009. 
POLICE AND MUNICIPAL COURT
· Provided security for Bethel College basketball and football games.

· Purchased a new patrol car.

· Conducted a successful National Night Out.

· Provided service to Bethel College during Fall Fest.

· [image: image2.wmf]Maintained a good working relationship with Bethel College faculty, staff, and students.

· Increase in DUI arrests.
(   (   (   (
In the depth of winter, I finally learned that 
within me there lay an invincible summer.
( Albert Camus (1913-60)   

COMPARATIVE POLICE ACTIVITY REPORT
	Activity
	2009 

YTD
	2008
Total
	2007
Total

	Drug Information/Arrest
	2
	4
	4

	Criminal Damage
	4
	1
	10

	Theft/Burglary
	14
	23
	19

	Runaways
	0
	0
	0

	Harassment Info.
	1
	4
	0

	Missing Person
	0
	0
	0

	Dom. Violence/Abuse
	1
	1
	1

	Rape/Sexual Assault
	1
	1
	0

	Auto Theft
	0
	0
	0

	Battery/Assault
	1
	0
	2

	Outside Agency Assist
	9
	16
	4

	Bad Check
	0
	0
	1

	Prowler/Suspicious Person
	0
	0
	4

	Misc. Criminal Reports
	10
	9
	8

	Driving While Intox./ Driving While Susp.
	14
	12
	9

	Total Crimes
	57
	71
	62

	Information Reports
	21
	37
	33

	Accidents
	10
	13
	18

	Total Calls for Service
	1031
	1017
	885

	Court Cases
	210
	254
	125


CITY FINANCES AT YEAR’S END
We are pleased to report that North Newton’s year end financial picture will be better than anticipated six months ago.  Revenues in the General Fund have met expectations in most categories.  We are lagging a little in sales tax collections, but only a little.  The Water and Sewer funds are also doing better than expected.

Much has been said and written about the State of Kansas’ budget woes.  We are fortunate that the City is not in the same financial straits. 
(   (   (   (
POSTAL SERVICE RENEWS LEASE ON THE POST OFFICE BUILDING
We have received word from the U.S. Postal Service that they will exercise their option for another five years on their lease of the North Newton Post Office building.  The current lease expires in February 2011.  The five year extension will continue the occupancy until February 2016.  

This is exceedingly good news as there are widespread reports that post offices are consolidating around the country.  
(   (   (   (
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KANSAS AVENUE BRIDGE
Bids for the construction of a new Kansas Avenue bridge over Sand Creek will be received by the Kansas Department of Transportation in early January.  If an acceptable low bid is received, work should commence early in the spring of 2010.  Completion of the project should occur during the 2010 construction season.  
The bridge is located in the unincorporated area of Harvey County, adjacent to Newton on the south, and North Newton on the north.  Harvey County officials applied for and received federal stimulus money for the bridge replacement.  Bid letting and construction oversight is being handled by KDOT.
(   (   (   (
 “BITS AND PIECES”
(   Please check the Lost & Found at City Hall for missing keys, glasses and other items you may have lost on North Newton streets, sidewalks or in parks.
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(   Dog and cat owners are reminded to get their 2010 City pet tags before the March 1, 2010 deadline.  This also applies to owners of new pets and new residents in town with pets.  Please bring a current Rabies Certificate when getting your City tags!  Tag fees remain at $2 or $3 each.
(  The Maintenance Department asks citizens to remove cars from the street during moderate to heavy snowfalls to allow for more efficient snow removal. 
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(    The trash hauler will bring a new supply of trash bags to each household soon.  This year you will receive two rolls of black bags and one roll of clear bags for vegetative waste, garden waste, potted plants, etc.  Bagged leaves or grass clippings are still not accepted.  
(     Residential water customers are in the midst of the sewer re-averaging period now.  Sewer consumption will be re-averaged on your April bill based on the average water consumption from your January, February, and March bills.  If you suspect a leak or plumbing problem, now is the time to take care of it.
(   Curbside Christmas tree pick up  dates will be January  5, 12, and 19.
(    Stayed tuned for more details in the near future regarding a Spring Tree Planting Program!   
(   (   (   (   
YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS

· Katheryn Dale – 115 W. 24th
· Monty & Hope Graber – 206 W. 26th
· Floyd & Kathy Arrington – 3 Sapphire Court

· [image: image6.wmf]Michael & Marilyn Leiker – 
404 Witmarsum West

· Don & Susan Cameron – 2725 N. Main 
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CELEBRATE KANSAS DAY!
[image: image7.wmf]Kauffman Museum at
Bethel College invites you
to their 13th annual
Celebrate Kansas  Day!
Saturday, 
January 30, 2010, 
1:30-4:30 P.M.
This year’s theme is “Going Green in Kansas”. This free community event will feature entertainment, demonstrators, hands-on activities, and a bake sale and flea market sponsored by Friends of Kauffman Museum.  This event is sponsored by a North Newton Community Development Grant.  For more   information, contact   Andi at Kauffman Museum by calling 283-1612 or emailing asa@bethelks.edu.
(   (   (   (
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   THE ECHO

Office Hours

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Monday through Thursday;

8:00 a.m. to Noon, Friday
City Hall Telephone

(316) 283-7633

Police Department
(316) 283-3191

Fax

(316) 283-6660

www.northnewton.org
City Administrator:  jgt@northnewton.org
City Clerk:  nncity@northnewton.org
Police Dept.:  nnpd@northnewton.org
A quarterly newsletter for


the citizens of North Newton
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COVER PHOTO:  The Ratzlaff Barn at Kauffman Museum after the season’s first snow.   If you have a suitable photo you’d like to submit for the spring issue of The ECHO, please email it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:depcc@northnewton.org" ��depcc@northnewton.org� by March 5, 2010.
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